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IT is now more than half a century, fince 
the Paradise lost, having broke through 
the cloud, with which the unpopularity of 
its author for a time obfcured it, has attraded 
the, general admiration of mankind ; who have 
endeavoured to compenfate the error of their 
GtOl negled, by Uviih praifes and boundlefs 
veneration. There feems to have arifen a con- 
tefl:, among men of genius and literature, who 
fhould moft advance its honour, or beft di- 
ftinguiih its beauties. Some have revifcd edi- 
tions, others have publiflied commentaries, and 
all h^ve endeavoured, to make their particular 
fiudies, in fome degree, fubfervient to this ge- 
neral emulation. 

Among the inquiries, to which this ardour 
of criticifm has naturally given occaiion, none 
is more obfcure in.itfelf, or more worthy of ra- 

a 3 tional 
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tional curiofity , than a retroipedtion of the pro- 
grefs of this mighty genius, in the conftrudion 
of his work ; a view of the fiibric gradually' 
rifing, perhaps from finall beginnings, till its 
foundation reils in the centre, and its turrets 
fparkle in the Ikies ; to trace back the ftrudhire, 
through all its varieties, to the fimplicity of its 
firft plan J to find what was firfl: projefted, 
whence the fcheme was taken, how it was im- 
proved, by what afliftance it was executed, and 
from what ftores the materials were coUeSed, 

■ 

whether its founder dug them from the quarries 
of nature, or demoliflied other buildings to em- 
bellifli his own. 

This inquiry has been indeed not wholly ne- 
gle<9:ed, nor, perhaps, profecuted with the care 
and diligence that it defervcs. Several critics 
have offered their conjeftures j but none have 
much endeavoured to enforce or afcertain them. 
Mr. Voltaire tells us, without proof, that the 
firft hint of Paradise lost was taken from a 
farce called adamo, written by a player; Dr. 
Pearce, that it was derived from an Italian 
tragedy, called il paradiso perso; and Mr. 
Peck, that it was borrowed from a wild ro- 
mance. Any of thefe conjedurcs may poffibly 
be true, but, as they ftand without fufficient 

proof, it muft be granted, likewife, that they 

may 



PREFACE. 

ttiay all poffibly be falfe^ at leaf): they cannot 
preclude any other opinion, which, widiout ar-' 
gument, has the fame claim to credit, and may^ 
perhaps, be fliewn, by reiiftlefs evidence, to be 
better founded. 

It is related, by fteady and uncontroverted 
tradition, that the Paradise lost was at firft 
a TRAGEDY, and^ therefore, amongft tragedies 
the firft hint is properly to be fought. In a ma- 
nufcript, publiihed from Milton's own hand^ 
among a great number of fubjeds for tragedy, is 
Adam unparadised, or Adam in exile ; 
and this, thefefofe, may be juftly fuppofed the 
embryo of this great poem. As it is obfervable, 
that all thefe fubjedts had been treated by others, 
the manufcript can be fuppofed nothing more, 
than a memorial or catalogue of plays, which, 
for fome reafon, the writer thought worthy of 
his attention. When, therefore, I had obferved, 
that Adam in exile was named amongft 
them, I doubted not but, in finding the origi- 
nal of that tragedy, I fhould difclofe the genuine 
fource of Paradise lost. Nor was my ex- 
pedation difappointed 5 for, having procured 
V the Adamus exsul of Grotius, I found, 
...or imagined myfelf to find, the firft draught, 
the prima stamina of this wonderful poem. 

a 4 Having 
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♦ 

Having thus traced the original of this 
worky I wa$. natunUy induced to continue tny 
fearch to the collateral relations, 
which it might be fuppofed to have conr 
tradted, in its progrefs to maturity: and 
having, at leaft, perfuaded my own judgnient^. v';^ 
that the fearch has not been intirely ineffcftuil; ^f ' 
I now lay the refult of my kbours before die : ;/ 
public ; with full convidion, that, in queftions • 
of this kind, the world cannot be mistaken, . 
at leaft cannot long continue in eSror. 

Icannot avoid acknowlfedgingthe candour- 
of the author of that excellent monthly book, 
the gentleman's magazine, in giving ad- 
miffion to the fpecimens in favour of this argu- 
ment 5 and his impartiality, in as freely 
inferting the feveral anfwers. I (hall here fqb- 
join foiiie extracts from thexvii. volum^ oF^ /.;: 



this work, which I think fuitable to vcvf.:i^^\ 

pofe. To which I have added, in otder to qb^^; 

viate every pretence for cavil, a list of thby ' v^ 

authors quoted in the following Essay, wftfi .*■ , 

their refpedive d a t f s, in comparifon with tl^;'^^ 

date of Paradise LOST. '! '^*' 

••■•• ..• •• -. 
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I. 

t'tJ yout laagazine, for January laft, I obferved an essay 
. oh'Mi^'tok's imitation of the moderns, with 
which I confds I was agreeably entertained, as weD upon 
account of the great novelty of the fubje<a at this time of 
iay, as the extraordinary nature of the difcovery to the 
admirers of Mi i- T on. If the author, whoever he is, will 
be fo idnd as to communicate to the world fpecimcns from 
thofe writers, which, he fays, remain in his po/Ieffion j 
this, in my opinion, would be the moft efFedhial way, both 
to afcertain hi« difcovery, if real, and to oblige fuch of the 
LITERATI as may think themfelves concerned, to vindi- 
cate our Milton, fo far as he juftly may be vindicated, 
ahd confequefttly examine the validity of what is offered to 
the learned world. 

By the fpecimen from the German jefuit> I find more 
than thirty heads which appear conftituent parts of Mil- 
ton's Paradife Loft; but, as the discoverer has only exhi- 
bited the heads, without«fhewing in what manner the jefuit 
has exicutted therti, it is certainly more juft to both fides, 
to iiifpend one's opinion till this is done, than draw harlh 
cWictofions from truths not yet produced to view. Before 
I conclude, I cannot forbear to remark, that this gentle- 

nv^tv 
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man has either been more fortunate than others, iii fallifig 
upon what appears plaufible at leaft, or his fuperior judg- 
ment, and extenfive reading of books upon facred fubje£by 
has given him this afcendadt. — I impatiently wait to fee' the 
fequel of his produftions. Temple Bar, Feb. 20, 1746-7. 

II. 

I APPREHEND that all gentlemen of tafte will efteent 
themfelves indebted to the perfon, who has obliged the world 
with the abftrafts from Mas e n i u s, and fo happily traced the 
refemblance betwixt him and the father of our English 
poetry. — It is certainly the bufinefs of every genius, to adopt 
and improve ufeful hints from the obfervations of others, 
equally as from his own private reflexions ; and doubtleli 
Masentus likewife, in his defcription of Paradife, con- 
fulted and borrowed from the gardens of alcinous, and 
the iE-ffiAN groves, in the 7th and 12th books of the odys^ 
SE Y, to enrich his poem. Nor is it unlikely that even Ho- 
mer himfelf improved his immortal works from preceding 
epics of other nations, if their exiftence could be traced ; 
for it is not to be fuppofed that a piece, fo exquifitely finiflied, 
was the produft and invention of one man, and fo early 
too, had his genius been greater than it was. Poetry re- 
quires the moft extenfive faculties, an uncommon fublimity 
of conception, and a very warm imagination, with great 
regulation of judgment to retrench exuberances ; and where 
this laft is aWent, the luxuriance of fancy is ftill preferable 
to fterility, as far as fuperfluity to want. Masenius may 
fecm to have erred on the more excufable fide ; but the de- 
licacy of his ftyle, the harmony of his numbers, and the 
great choice of his epithejts, feveral of which are fmgular, 

ought to plead in his behalf, and palliate trifles. 

Playing 
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Playing upon words U a principal ohjeQion to Mi l- 
']tOM'8 ftyle; 'tis likely he copied this learned jefuit iii that 
tooJ It was certainly the epidemical difeaTe of the times, 
nrfiich induced them to indulge it, and from which Virgil 
hUnfelf is not free, though very rarely ufmg it. M ase n i us 
puts two very near together. 

Inviolatus honos violac eft— — — 
And immediately, 

NuUus hyperboreo Boreas, &fr. 

1 1. ON G to fee the odier citations promifed, but am at fuch 
diftance, that I have not the pleafure of the magazine, 'till 
fometimes a month or two after its publication in Lon- 
don» G. S. Carlijle. 

m. 

The following letter was written by 

THE RECTOR OF S. MIC. BASSISHAW. 

I HAVE attended to fome fpecimens, that you have lately 
publifhed, from fome modern authors, upon fimilar fubjedts 
-with Milton's Paradise lost ; and I muft own that 
tiiey ftrike me very much. Some of them are truly fub- 
Bme, and contain nearly the fame fentiments with him ; 
and others of them are fo exadUy the fame, that fome paf- 
lages in Milton might pafs for a juft tranflation. It is 
true that feveral perfons, thinking upon the fame fubjedl, 
muft naturally fall into the fame thoughts; for, if they 
think juftly, they muft fee the fame propofitions, and 
arrive at the fame conclufigns, though not in the fame 

method^ ^ 
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method ; but then I believe, they will hardly hit upoh 
the fame images or fimiles, to illuftrate. their thoughts^ 
for there is no natural connection between a fubje£l and 
them. For as the inind may range through the whole ma- 
terial world, to find fomething to defcribe or paint its no^ 
tions, it is by greiat chaiice if the fancies of different pqr- 
fbns fall upon the fame pidhire ; there is indeed a poi&bility 
of it, but I believe it cannot frequently happen. And for 
this reafon I am inclined to think, that Mijuton muft have 
feen thofe authors, and" that he freely borrowed fome 
thoughts and images from them* I, do not condemn him 
for it ; but perhaps it had been better, if he bad mentioned 
their names, and made fome acknowledgment. I believe 
all authors^ that arrive at any perfefiion upon any fubjedl, 
mufl: have confidered what others have faid before them^ 
and improved upon their notions. It can.hardly bethought, 
that Homer himfelf, or indeed any of mankind, could 
have finifhed fo noble a work, if there bad not been variety 
of poetic authors before him, from whom he might coUcft 
and improve his fancy, and who are now loft in oblivion. 
And that this is not bare conj.e£l;ure, appears from 
hence, that there are f6me lines in his iliad, and in 
He lOD, exa(SUy the fame, which they both muft have, 
copied from the fame original ; for it cannot be thought, 
that either of two contemporary poets, jealous of each 
other, as antiquity reprefents them, would have leflei^ed 
his glory, and fubmitted to take from the other. But 
this does not detraft from the genius and charafter of 
Homer; it only allows that there were other great men 
before him, and that. his work was the more perfeft for it : 
and fo of our Milton it may be faid, that it does not di- 

minifh 
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miniih his praife, that he dia3 taken from dccellent writere 
before him-; perhaps no genius could haye made (o perfcEt 
a work withoat.them. There is indeed great merit due to 
diem; but we muft allow him the greateft (hare, as from 
^ir materials he fiormed (o noble a fyftem. An English- 
man indeed, who has never read iuch authors, ibnds 
•>;unazed at the ftupendous performance, as he imagloei 
fomethiog divine in thepoetwho finiihed it without aajr 
affiftance from others; but when he is convinced, that he 
has taken freely from them, it will only alter his fuperftiti- 
ous opknion> and no( diminiih his reaibnable regard ; and 
this may be the beft reafon that can be given, for fo great a 
difference that Aert is between this work, and his piece of 
Paradise regained. In the firjQ: he was greatly obliged 
to others, but in the laft he could have no affiftance from 
. any, diough the nature of the fubje& was at leaft equally 
favoiirable. For no man can perfuade me, but th^t the 
glory of a Victory, fuch as the regaining of para- 
dise, may be defcribed with at leaft as noble and majeftic 
figures, as a Defeat, which the losing of paradise 
may be juftly confidered. And it will farther help us to 
account eafdy, -why he himfelf, as it is iaid, eftcemed the 
Paradise regained more than the other; fo", genc- 
• rally, we fee parents are moft fond of their genuine off- 
. fpring. 

Now, fir, in this view I look upon the attempt of your 
correfpondent to be very curious, as it fhows the gradual 
rife of the greateft things to their utmoft perfedlion, and 
difcovers that the works of the beft authors often excel, in 
proportion to the value of pthers on the fame fubjeft before 
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'theih. And, in my opinion, this gentleman has fucceedeA 
fb far, that he deferves the applaufe of the public. Prcju- 

• dice win be fo great in many that they will not liften to 

' him, as they, imagine that he derogates from the glory of 
their favourite ', but furely truth is not to be fupprefled, in 
complaifance to any name whatfoever. It is true the no- 

^ tion is new, as Milton's fame has not been difturbed thefc 
foiufcore years ; and, as all new things are, it muft be 

' attacked and cavilled at, either from the ignorance, or pre- 
judice of mankind: and, therefore, it is not to be expedted, 
in this cafe, that men will eafily change their opinion ; nor 
is it of any confequence if they do. For if it fhould 
come out, that he is not fo much an original author as was 
formerly' believed, where is the damage to the public, and 
in what does the charafter of the English genius fuffer? 
Are there not monuments enough of it befides him? It may 
indeed be faid, that in all the quotations that are given us 
from thofe authors, there are few that will force us ftridUy 
to conclude, that Milton has taken from them : but then 
it is to be remembred that, when they are confidered all to- 
gether, they make a ftrong proof that he has at leaft feen 
them, and that they gave birth to many of his defcriptions : 
for in any cafe, from many prefumptions coUefted in one 
view, though each confidered fmgly by it felf is flight and 
inconclufive, there will at length arife in the whole fuffi- 
cient evidence for the fail. If it be confefled, from plain 
proof, that Milton has taken many things from the an- 
tients, why fhould not as good evidence mak^ us equally 
conclude, that he has likewife borrowed from the moderns ? 
To be partial with regard to thefe is unreafonable, and it 
favours of caprice and fuperflition. If I may fpeak freely, 

I 
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Idiink there is as ftrong prorf given, that he has taken 
fomc things from Masenius, Ramsay, and the Ada- 
Mus ExsUL of Grotius, as that Virgil has copied from 
Homer; and foreigners, who have no national attachment 
to him, will not hcfitate in the one cafe, more than in the 
other. For if we fee fome of the fame images and defcrip- 
tions in Virgil, that we obferved in Homer, and con- 
clude, from' thence, that he has copied them ; why may 
not we, likewife, when we fee the fame things in thofe 
Modern Authors, that we admire in Milton, juilly 
fay that he has taken from them? I could venture the iiTue 
of the whole caufe^ upon the * fimile of a fhip working into 
portagainfl wind, to illuftrate Satan's addreffing Eve. 
For it feems to me to be next to impoflible, diat two authors 
i:oul:d have fallen on fo remarkable a defcription, that has 
no neceflary connexion with the fubje£t. I will not hefitate 
to fay, that I am fure Milton has taken this from Ram« 
say ; and if he has ventured to take fo remarkable a figure, 
it is natural to think, that he would deal more freely with 
^ofe that were not fo liable to be traced. This brings to 
my mind a pleafant flory of two famous mathematicians, 
told by Dj, Wallis, and with which I fhall conclude my 
letter. Mr. Harriot was author of a great difcovery in 
algebra, which he printed at London^ ; and afterwards 
M.Des cartes publifhed his geometry, in which be in- 
ferted the fame invention, without taking any notice from 
whom he had it, and for which he was admired by all the 
foreigners who had not feen the other. Some time after, 
fir Charl&s Cavendish, brother to the firft duke of 
\Newcastle, who was well fkiUed in mathematics, was 
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jstt Paris. And be difcomfing there with Mr. Robe^y^i^ 
a famous geometer, concerning that piece of Des cartes 
then lately pilUiib^s *'I admire, faith Roberval, that 
" notion of Des cartes, of putting over the whojc 
<^ equation to one fide, maidng it equal to nothing, and 
*' how he lighted upon it." '' The reafon why you ^d* 
.*^ mire it, iaith fir Charles, is becaufe you are French- 
" MAN; for if you were a^ Englishman, you would 
** not admire it," *« Why fo? replied Roberval." 
^' Becaufe, faith fir Charles, we in England knoyr 
** whence he had it, namely from Harriot's algebra/* 
" What book is that ? faith Rober val, I never faw it." 
** Next time you com^e to my chamber, faith fir Charles, 
<* I will ihew it you." Which feme time after he did; 
and upon perufal of it M. Rober val exclai^ned with ad- 
miration, ** IL l*a veu! Il l*a veu, he had ii^en it, he 
«< had feen it." Finding all that in Harriot whicli he 
had before adoured jn Des cartes,— and not (doubting 
but that Des cartes had it from thence. ^Thc applica- 
tion I leave to your readers, and, in the mc^n tifne, latn^ 
^ t^ndoHj June 23, 1747. v &>, ymr kumbkferyanty W. B, 

I fhall take the liberty to add the following. 

IV. 

To the objection "thatMASENius's work was publiftcd 
^* after Milton's was begun," it may be anfwered,that Mr- 
■ Richardson, in his Life pf Milton, fays exprefly, 
that he did not afl^oufly apply himfelf to that; >york tilt 
l660y 'When his leifure for fuch an undertaking cqinmencpd, • 
being then divefted of his public employments; .andj.t{>gt 
^vcn the plan of it was not formed fooner than -i654,.^the 
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itrf year in which Masenius's work firft appeared, and 
whi^ togedier with two or three pieces more, much to the 
fione purpofe, ketns to have determined him, long fluctu* 
adn^ to the dioice of Paradise lost for the fubjedi 
<^lus intended English spic. 

But grandng that Milton began his poem, in the year 
ofhishlindneis 1650; asMASENius's woric appeared in 
1654, and the Paradise lost not in manuscript 
till 1665, Milton had eleven years to take advantage of 
die jefuit's performance. And I cannot forbear to obfen'e 
here, that it is much more probable that he did fo in thofe 
places, where the refemblance is indliputable and ftriking, 
than that fuch a refemUance fliould be the effedt of mere 
accident ; for it cannot be pretended, with any fhew of 
leafori, that the fame thoii^ts and expreffions yverc equally 
and neceflkrily fuggefted to bodi writers, by their com- 
mon subject, when they occur in the machinery of the 
poem ; becaiife this, as it is wholly ii3itidu$, could have 
no ether origin than the luxuriance of a poet's imagination. 

Th a leaft degree of prepollent probability muft, therefore, 
determine the judgment of an impartial mind : it muft be 
admitted, that as Milton was plainly an imitator of M a- 
Unius, in that part which is arbitrary and indeterminate, 
fo likewife the paflages, which might poflibly have been- 
fuggefted to them both by their fubjed, were more proba- 
Wy copied by the latter writer^ 

To die other objedion, *' Aat if Mil ton was fo apparent 

* an imitator, he would probably have been long fince detefted 

** bjr fome one among his numerous enemies, many of whom 

** had zeal and abilities equal to the workj" to this, 1 fay, it 

; 1 h may 
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may be replied, that thofe author^ to whom MiiiTol^ k m^ 
debted, have ever been veryfcarce. M asenius-s poenl^ and 
die Ad AMUs exul of Grotius, particulaHy, feem to have 
been almoft unknown in bnoland ; nor b it dificiilt to 
affign the reafon : modeem latin PotiTKY^ an (acred 
fubjedb) was, more efpecially at that period, lefs likely 
Co be read than any other kind of literature, the beft of it 
beiiig inconteflably of an inferior clafs, with refped to the 
purity apd elegance of the language, and the harmony of 
the numbers j and, at the fame time, the fubje^ was lefs 

• 

likely, than any other, to attone for the defe£b in language. 
When libertinifm was patronized at court, and aU the h^^ 
ihionable wit was of the diilblute kind. And it is probably 
that even Milton himfelf would never have taken, the 
trouble, either to procure or read thefe pieces, but with a 
view to find materials for his own undertaking. It mufi 
be remembered toO) that as he was latin secretary for 
foreipi affairs to O. Cromwel, when Masenius's work 
was publifhed, he was more likely, by reafon of his extent- 
five correfpondence with men of letters abroad, to hear of 
this work, and could more eafily procure it, than any 

OTHCR MAN. - 
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A N 

ESSAY 

• ON 

M I L r O N's 

USE and IMITATION 

O F TH B 

MODERNS. 

AN ingenious writer having fome years 
ago obliged the world with an effiiy 
on Milton*s imitation of the anci- 
ents, which was very favourably re- 
ceived both here and at Edinburgh^ where it 
was printed: I have, after his example, ad- 
ventured to publifh the following obfervations 
on Milton's imitation of the moderns ; havmg 
lately fallen on four or five modern authors in 
Latin verfe^ whom I have reaibn to believe 
Milton has confulted in compofing his poen^, 
Paradife loft. And if my conjedture fhall ap- 
pear well-founded, the novelty of the fubjedt 
will entitle me to the favour of the reader, 

B fines 
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fince I no way intend unjuftly to dorogate from 
the real merit of that noble poet, who cer- 
tainly is entitled to a high degree of praife, for 
raifing fo beautiful .a ftrudnre, even fuppofing 
all the materials were borrowed. 

The firft author I fhall produce, as one of 
Milton* s affiftants, is 'Jacobus MafeniuSy pro- 
feflbr of rhetoric and poetry, in the Jefuits 
college at Cologne ^ about the year 1650, who 
wrote a poem, entitled Sarcotidos libri quifique^ 
confifting of about 2500 lines. The author, 
in His preface, obferves that he did not intend it 
fo much for a conipleat model of an epic poem, 
as for a rude draught, or the great outlines 
of one to be worked up to perfedion by a 
perfon of fuperior genius, or more leifui^e than 
himfelf. And it muft be owned it fell into ex- 
cellent hands : tho' the merit of the improve- 
ment made upon it, may admit of fome dimi- 
nution from the proverb, facile ejl i?2ventis ad-- 
dere. Milton follows his fteps pretty clofe in 
his two firft books, in which both their fub- 
jefts feem much the fame. He begins to lofe light 
of him towards the opening of his third book, 
where MafemuSy to fpeak truth, begins to lofe 
himfelf, I mean his original plan, and inftead 
of purfuing the fall of man, which at firft he 
propofed, enters upon a comparifon betwixt the 
different vices and virtues of mankind, their 

4 oppO' 
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bppofition to, and conflicts one with another* 
In this way he proceeds to his conclufion, 
treating all along his fubjedl with great dig- 
nity and ekgance, and prefixing filch long hif- 
torical arguments to his five books, as alone 
are fufficient to ferve as a plan for compofing a 
noble epic poem, tho' he had not proceeded 
to illuftrate the excellent rulesj given in the 
former part of his work, which exhibits di- 
reftions for writing all kinds of Latin poetry j 
and is very ju/Uy entitled, Falttfira ligatce elo^ 
quentia. But that the reader may have a cleaf 
and diftind: view. of the nature and extent of 
tl^e affiftance which Milton derived fi-om this 
iauthor, I fhall firfl: exhibit his preface, toge- 
ther with the arguments and marginal heads 
to his three firft books^ and then, in the fecond 
place, produce fome parallel paflages from both 
poeriis : Msfenius begins his preface thus, 

« 

Friendly Reader, 

" As you will find defcriptions of the prin-* 
*^ dpal virtues, llightly touched in my pane- 
** gyrifc on the emperor Charles ^ fo you will fee 

'' the 

i 

[ Amice Leflor^ 

Ut praccipuarum virtutum defcriptiones leviori calamo 
^'Karatas in Carolioa panegyri reperies, ita vitioruvtv vtoaj* 

B % ^vcv^^^ 
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" the pidures of vices, fhadowed with greater 
•« labour, and drawn out to a more extenfive 
" length, in this my Sarcotis ; which I com- 
" pofed chiefly, that it might be a kind of com- 
" mon ftore-houfe of the moft ufual images, 
*' whence young men who are to be formed to 
*^ this art, may derive fubjedts of delight and 
« pra(aice j and, like the fcholars of limners^ be 
•' brought gradually, by the draughts and Imea- 
" ments of fingle members apart, to a proper 
" formation of the whole body. You mufl: 
" not therefore expedl in this work a full and 
*^ compleat body of Latin heroic poetry ; for 
this by no means was my intention; nor blame 
either the frequency of my defcriptions, or 
my care to amplify them, fince I was induced 
to this as my principal bufinefs, that in one 

" work 

gines, majori adumbratas opere, fufiufque du£tas in Sarco* 
tide noftra reperies, ad hoc prscipue a nobis concinnata) 
ut plerarumque magis^n poefi communium quidam quafi 
hortus efTet \ unde rudior etiamnum setas, ad banc difcipli- 
nam erudienda, dele£lationem ufumque caperet ; ut quae, 
tamquam pidloriae artis difcipuli, per fingulorum feorfim 
membrorum duftus ac lineamenta, ad corporis totius ido- 
neam conformationem traducenda fit. Quocirca noli inpri- 
mis heroicse poefios corpus, in hac mea Sarcotide requirere. 
Hoc enim, ut omnino ageriem, mei inftituti non fuit. De- 
inde, ne accufes defcriptionum five frequentiam, five quae- 
fitum amplificandi ftudium : cum id mihi praecipue facien- 
dum duxerim, ut congefbm aliquam illarum filvam, uno 
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^^ work I mi^ prefent to general view a com- 
" pleat coUedlion of fuch images, an index of 
" which I have given at the end of the book, 
" I have conformed my flyle, as near as pof- 
** . fible, to the chaftity and fimplicity of Fir-- 
** gil's ; who alone has properly united majefty 
" and perfpicuity, and who, when it is need- 
" fill, can be humble without being abjed, 
** grand without fwelling, learned and elegant 
** without obfcurity, and harmonious without 
<* afie£tation. The firft neither OviJ nor 5/- 
*^ lius Italicus have fufficiently avoided ; nor the 
" fecond Lucariy the fecond and the third Sta^ 
" tius^ nor the fourth Claudian. 

" I have prefixed to each book a proper ar- 
*^ gument and explication, for the ufe and imi- 
** tation of youi^ ftudents, to the more igno- 
** rant part of whom I was defirous to afford 

" a pretty 

tamen in opere, quo cminerent illuftrius, proponercm. In- 
dlcem omnium ad libri calcem exhibebo. Stylum propius 
ad Virgilianam modeftiam, candoremque fimul inflexi j ut 
qui folus pene omnium cum majeftate orationis perfpica« 
ciam aptiifimo nexu conciliarit 5 et cum ncceffe ef^ humi- 
. lis fine abjeflione, grandis fine tumore, rarus dodufque 
fine obfiruritate, numerofiis fine afFedatione : Qiiorum 
primum non vitavit Ovidius & Silius, alterum Lucanus, 
tertiUmque cum altero Statius, quartum denique Claudi- 
anus. 
Argumentum & refolutionem librorum praemifi, ad fiu- 

diofe juventutis facilem ufiim imitatioilemque, cujus etiam 

B 3 ' rudioribus 
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^^ a pretty large ftock of materials, that in fd 
'*^ wide a field of defcription, they may profi- 
" tably enough lay the foundation of a greatef 
" work, to be in time wrought up to perfeflion " 

A SHORT HISTORICAL ARGUMENT OF THE 

»• 

FIRST BOOK, AND ANALYSIS OF THE POETRY. 

THE HISTORY, God created Adam and 
£*u^,the firft parents of mankind, and pla- 
ced them in a paradife of pleafure, whofe hap- 
pinefs the devil envying, he endeavours by his 
fnares to fubvert it. 

The poetry and fiction. As it is proper, 
as well in an heroic poem, as in a tragedy, that 
there fhould be fome hero or chief perfon, 
the poet coniprehends Adnm and Eve under 

the 

rudioribus materiam fufficere volui ; ut qui in illo defcri- 
ptionum campo, majori aliquando opcri praeludere utiliter 
pcterunt. * ^ 

Argumentum libri primi breve historicum, et 

POESIS RESpLUTIO. 

HiSTQB I A. Deus Adamum & Evam, humani generis par? 
Rentes, condidit, atque in Paradifo voluptatis coUocavit \ 
quorum felicitati cacodaemon invidens, molitur fuis illam 
infidiis fubvertere. 

PoEsis AC FiCTio. Cum in heroico carmine, tarn in 
tpgoedia conveniat, ut fit totius aliquis operis princeps, Ada- 
mum 
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t fingle name of Sarcothea, or human nature ; 

lofe antagonift, the infernal ferpent, is called 

tctyhr or AniitheuSy -that is, the adverfary of 
xl. To Sarcothea are joined, by a profopo^ 

7^, attendants andaffiftahts — jirete (z Greek 

mc) or virtue; Agape ^ or charity; Themis^ 

juftice ; Elpisy or hope ; Diancea^ or reafon 

d underftanding ; Metancea^ or forrow and 

)entance. On the other fide, with Antitheus 

5 affemblcd the furies, guile, death, difeafcs, 

i age, labour, poverty, famine, Gf r. by whofe 

ierv^ntion the whole plot, procefs, and ifliie 

the aftion, is involved and fufpended. In 

liiiance of this fcheme, the poet feigns a 

mce or rapture, in which, beholding, as it 

arc from heaven, the variable image of the 

whole 

im & Evatn, uno Sarcotheae, /. e. Naturae humanae 
lam Deam camis adpellamus) nomine pocta compledlir 
. Cujus antagonifta eft il.ico infernalis, Lucifer, An- 
iens, id eft, Dei adverfarius, Sarcotheae fociae fautri- 
*que perfonae, per profopopaeam junguntur. Arete (ufi- 
Graecis vocabulo) virtus ; Agape, feu charitas ; The- 
s, five juftitia ; Elpis, five fpes ; Diancea, five ratio ac 
ins 'y Metanoea, five dolor ac poenitentia. Contra, Antitheo 
iantur, furiae, dolus, mors, morbi, fene6tus, labor, 
apertas, fames, ^c. Quarum interventu totius rei ex- 
iitio & eventus implicatur & fufpenditur. Primo itaque 
)tum, feu mentis exceffum vates fingit, quo ex fublimi 
uus orbis inconftantem imaginem contemplatus fit; ut 

B 4 fcilicat> 
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whple world, he may from thence take occa- 
fion to inquir9 into the caufe and nature of the 
evil, which is produced by the fall of human 
nature, and the power and fubtilty of the devil. 
Afterwards, the poet dcfcribesi the pleafantnefs 
of paradife, by the fimilitude of earthly things 
and places ; difplays the formation of Sarcothea^ ' 
"by figures of things well known, to whom he 
joins companions with proper drefs and morals, 
explaining their ftudies and employment^, Then 
he exhibits AntitbeuSy inflaming firft himielf 
with rage and envy, and next the whole infer- 
nal council with a dire oration, exciting death, 
difeafes, care, labour, forrow, poverty, famine, 
to revenge. Laftly, he paint? the violence and 
fury, with which they all make an eruption 
out of hell into the world, 

Th£ 

fcilicet, occafionem habeat 4e caufla mali inquirendi, qua 
ex naturae humanae lapfu, Daemonifque vi ac fraude acci- 
pitur. Deinde paradifi amoenitatem ex fimilitudine loco- 
jum ferumque terreftrium adumbrat, tuni & Sarcothe^ 
crcationem figuris rerum cognitarum explicat, cui focias 
fnoribus atque habitu djgi^o adtribuit, ftudiaque omnium 
cxponit. Denique Antitheum, invidia iraque kk primum, 
turn Acherontis totius concilium dira oratione inflammantem 
cxhfb^, morte, morbis, curis, labore, luftu, paupertate, 
fame, ad ultionem excitis. Poftremo, violentiam & furo- 
rem omnium, quo ex inferno in orbem irruperint, depi^i- 

ORNAMENTi^ 
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The ornaments are various defcriptions, as 

1 . The purfuits of different men in the world. 

2. Paradife. 3. The formation of man, 4. Beau-* 
tiful virgins. 5. Perfons purfuing pleafures in 
a garden. 6. A fiirious being, invoking the in- 
fernal powers. 7. Death and the other furies 
in the train of Antitheus \ the monftrous fhape 
and the fpeeches of Antitheus. Finally, com^ 
parifons; i. A potter with God in the work 
of creation. 2. A flower with Sarcotbea^ af- 
ter her creation. 3 . A beautiful woman with 

Eftbery &c. 4. Spirits making an eruption out 
of a clofe prifon, ' with burfting winds and 

overflowing waters. 

Ornamekta funt defcriptiones variae, ut i. Hominum 
diverforum in orbe ftudia, 2. Paradifi. 3. Creationis hu- 
^nanae. 4. Formolarum vlrginum. 5. In horto delicias 
fedantium. 6. Furiofi & inferos invocantis. 7. Mortis 
& reliquarum fupra, turn & Antithei deformis fpecies, dc- 
inde & orationes ejusdem. Denique comparationes. i. Fi- 
guli cum Deo creante 2. Floris cum Sarcothea creata. 
3^ Formofae cum Efthere, &c. 4. Erumpentium de claulb 
carcere cum vento & aquis exundantibus. 

Marginal notes to book L 

THE proposition. The invocation of 
the divine majefty. A defcription of the 

world, 

NOT^ MARGINALES AD LIBRUM PRIMUM. 

jpROPOsiTio. Invocatio divini numinis Orbis, & eorum 
fl[U3e in orbe univerfim geruntur, defcriptio. Paradifi de- 

fcriptio. 
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world, and what things are tranfadled univer- 
felly throughout the world. A defcription of 
paradife, the creation of thie firft man, and a 
defcription of his pcrfon. A comparifon of a 
letter with God the creator. A compariJfbn of 
a flower with man at his birth. The govern- 
ment of reafon. The beauty of man*s fhape. 
Virtues implanted in man. His exquifite form. 
Delighting in gardens amongft flowers and fruits. 
The fpeech of Lucifer , fiill of envy and indig- 
nation at man's being preferred to him in point 
of happinefs. The council of the devils, or 
PANDEMONIUM. Death, difeafes, old age, care, 
labour, grief, poverty, famine, guile. Luci- 
fer's fpeech inflaming the devils againfl: man. 
The infernal furies making an eruption out of 
hell. A comparifon of this with winds and 
waters. Lucifer's habit and chariot. 

A SHORT 

fcriptio. Hominis primi creatio, ejufque defcriptio. Com- 
paratio figuli cum creatore Deo. Comparatio floris cum 
nafcente homine. Rationis imperium, Formae pulcri- 
tudo. Virtutes homini adjun£be. Forma rara. In pratis 
deliciari flores inter & fruftus, Oratio Luciferi, invidi & 
indignantis, ob homines fibi in felicitate prselatos. Conci- 
lium inferorum, five panpjemqnium. Mots, morbi, fe- 
ne£luS} cura, labor, luftus, paupertas, fames, dolus. Ora- 
tio. Luciferi, dsemones adverfus hominem inflammantis. 
Inferno erumpentes furiae. Comparatio ventorum & un- 
darum cum erumpentibus per vim. Luciferi habitus & 
cvirrus. 

BaEVi^s 
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A SHORT ANALYSIS OF THE SECOND BOOK. 

TH E HISTORY, The devil, deceitfully af- 
failing man in the likenefs oFaferpent^per- 
fuades him to eat of the fruit forbidden by God* 
Man thejrefore, in vain endeavouring to fly from 
the prefence of his creator, and to CQver his 
nakednefs with leaves, is punifhed, and expel- 
led out of paradife, to cultivate the ground by- 
his labour. The ferpent alfo defervedly incurs 
a curfe and punifliment. 

The poetry. The infernal troops are led in- 
to paradife by Antitheus : guile, fent before them 
in a feigned appearance, w^ith a proper perfbn 
and manners, leads Sarcotbea to the forbiddea 
tree, and to Antitheus lurking there treacheroufly 

undo: 

Brevis libri secundi resolutio. 

HisTORiA. Cacodaemon per fraudem, homlnem in fer- 
ptotis 'fpecie adgrefTus, perfuadet pomi a Deo vetiti efum. 
Homo igltur, fruftra Dei confpeaum fugiens, fuamque nu- 
l^itatem fbliis obtegens, punitus, & de paradifo ad terram 
labore fuo excolendam ejedus eft. Serpens etiam maledi* 
ftionem pcenamque eft promeritus. 

PoEsis. Educuntur ab Antitheo infernales acies in para- 
difum, ac prsemittitur fidlo habitu, perfonaque ac moribus 
inftruftus dolus, qui Sarcotheam ad vetitam arborem, & 

Antitheum illic infidiofe fub ferpentis forma latentem dedu- 

cat 
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under the form of a ferpent ; he perfuades her, 
ftruck with the poifonous arrow of felf-love, 
to cat the fruit, reafon at the fame time flatter- 
ing the attempt. With the fame council, and 
incited alfo by the miraculous language of the 
ferpent, man being feduced, by eating of the 
&rbidden fruit, violates the eternal law. Upon 
diis, the earth and all the elements are troubled 
and undergo a change, and every evil, together 
with the infernal furies, invade the world. But 
that vanquifhed Sarchthea might not be dragged 
alive by Antitheus into hell. Arete or virtue, in 
conjundtion with Pronaa or divine providence, 
oppofes ho-felf to AntitbeuSy and repels him 
threatning his final deltrudion j but Themisy or 
juftice, accufing alike the fury of Anti/beus, and 
Sarcofhea's breach of faith, withdraws, herfelf 
from the world, and is carried up into heaven. 

Sarco-' 



cat, denique venenata amoris proprii fagitta ta£bm, Dia- 
ncea, five ratione, blandiente, impellat. Quo condlio ad- 
du£his homo, prodigiofo etiam ferpentis incitatus oraculo, 
vetiti pomi efu, divinas humanafque leges violavit. Simul 
orbis cum omnibus elementis turbari mutarique coeptus, fi-^ 
mul omne malum & dxmones ab inferis in orbem efFufi* 
Ne tamen vi6la Sarcothea ab Antitheo in orcum viva ab- 
ftraheretur, Arete fefe cum divina Pronaea, five providen- 
tia, Antitheo objecit, repulitque ultimum exitium inten- 
tantem, quamquam Themis Antithei fiirorem & Sarcothe^e 
perfidiam adcufans, fefe orbi, in ccelum elata, fubduxerit ; 

Sarco* 
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SarcotbeCy with Hiancea^ or reafon, reviled and 

contemned by Antitheus^ endeavours to fhun 

the prefence of God, who appears to judge their 

crime s the laft in vain affumes the chara(aer 

of Metancea or repentance, that fhe might be 

concealed. The reft of the fifters too, efpeci- 

ally charity, grievoufly wounded with affliftion, 

expelled out of paradife, and cruelly tormented 

by famine, but chiefly Sarcothea^ fcarce find 

fubfiftence with Tellus^ a fevere and niggardly 

miftrefs, who configns her over to flavery, and 

the wretched labours of a toilfome life. 

The ornaments. A defcription, i. Of the 
infant world, free from ftorms, wars, and diit- 
cafes. 2. Of guile afliiming the falfe appear- 
ance of friendihip. 3. Of one hefitating at a 
aime. 4. Of the world convulfed. 5. Of the 
confli(5t betwixt virtue and Antitbeuu 6. Of 

Sarcch- 

Sarcothea cum Dianoea, male ab Antitheo tra£bta, Dei in- 
quirentis confpedlum fubterfugit; haec etiam nomen Meta- 
noeae fniih^ ut Jateret, fumpfit. Sorores reliquae, prxfer- 
tim Agape, multis vulneribus male tra£latae, omnes denique 
Paradifo exturbatae, atque ab fame adflidae, inprimis Sar- 
cothea, vix hofpitium apud duram parcamque dominam 
Tellurera repcrerunt, quae fervituti illam ac miferis ruftico- 
rum laboribus mancipavit. 

Ornamenta. Defcriptio. i. Primaevi orbis abtempef- 

tate, bellis. ac morbis immunis. 2. Doll fiftam amoris 
perfonam adfumentis. 3. Dubitantis in fcelere. 4. Con^ 

cufli orbis* 5. Duelli inter Areten ^ Antitheum. 6. Sar- 

coth^ac 
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Sarcotbea and her attendants expelled out of 

paradife. 7. Of the affli6lions of famine, and 
the fevere earth. 8. Of Agriculture^ and the 
world in a peaceable ftate without gold or traffic^ 
The fpeeches ufed occafionally ; i • Of guile^ 
pcrfuading to eat the forbidden fruit. 2. Of 
virtue andjuftice complaining of the violence 
of Antitbeus. 3. Of Sarcotbea in defpair. 4. Of 
God pronouncing punifliment on Sarcotbea and 

the ferpent. 5. Of a man begging entertain- 
ment in a time of femine. Finally, the com- 

parifon of God with a fhepherd feeking a loft 

Iheep. 

Marginal notes to book IL 

THE world, in the beginnings free from 
ftorms, wars and difeafes. Lucifer, by 
the offer of an apple, accompliflies the feduc- 

tion 

cothese & comitum paradifo ejedbe. 7. Famis adiligentis 
& durae teiluris. 8. Agriculturae, & orbis fine auro & lucro 
pacati. Deinde orationes ufurpatae. i. Doli efum pomi 
vetiti fuadentis. 2. Aretes & Themidis de Antithei vi que- 
rentis. 3. Oratio defperantis Sarcotheae. 4. Dei Sarco- 
theam & ferpentem punientis. 5. Hominis in fame hofpi- 
tium poftulantis. Denique cemparatio Dei cum paftorc 
ovem perditam quaerente. 

NoTiE MARGINALES AD LIBRUM SECUNDUM. 

Orbis a tcmpeftate, belio & morbis principio immunise 

Lucifer, oblato porno, hominem feducendum fuadet. Do- 
lus 
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1 of man. Guile under the appearance of 
e. The oration of guile perfuading to cat of 
forbidden fruit. Sarcotbeaj in fuipencc^ 
ether or not to dliSchtj^ at laft confents. 
e concuflion and change of the world, upon 
ich all manner of evil tweaks loofe. Virtue 
x)fes Lucijery and reftrains him. Combats 
i flaughter. Juftice put to flight ; her ipeech 
i complaint, upon foriaking the world. Maa 

ms the prefence of God, entering para- 
b. , God's powerful voice. Sarcotbeas ipeech 

ing to God in defpair. A comparison of God 
th a fhepherd feeking a loft fhcep. The 
ech of the Almighty, rebuking Sarcothea and 
I ferpent, and inflifting the punifhment in- 
red. Man expelled out of paradife. The 
rrible pidlure of famine. The afBidtions of 

famine* 



amoris fpecie indutus. Oratio doli vetiti pomi efun 
ientis. Dubitans in malo Sarcothea mox vi£bs dat ma- 
. Orbis concuflio, ac mutatio, in quern omne malum 
ipit. Virtus fefe Lucifero oppofuit, eumque repreffit. 
rnae & clades. Juftitia fugata, ejus oratio ac querela 
ndum deferentis. Dei paradifum ihgredientis confpec- 
1 homo fugit. Vox Dei potens. Defperantis ad Deum 
ientis oratio. Comparatio Dei cum paftore ovem quae- 
te. Dei hominem ac ferpentem increpantis, & punien- 
oratio. Homo paradifo extUrbatur. Famis imago tur- 
Fame adfligi. Tellus, ejufque defcriptio. Oratio Jio- 

minis 
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famine^ The earth and a defcription of it. Sar» 

cotbea's prayer, imploring afliftance in time of 
famine. Man's fcanty provifion for his table^ 
Man earns his bread by tilling the ground. The 
firft age of the world without gold,, traffic or 
wars. 

minis opem in fame implorantis. Tenuis men& adparatus. 
Homo labore niftico panem fuuni mef etur. T«rf a fterilis. 
£tas prima fine auro,, lucro, ac bellis. 

A SHORT ANALYSIS Ot THE IHIRD BOOlt. 

TH E HISTORY. The enemy of mankind 
perfecutes man, and, by means of felf- 
love, feduces hirn to the commiffion of all 
wickednefs, and even to the \<rorfhip of devils. 
Next to idolitry, pride iifurps the chief domr- 
nion of the whole world. 

The poetry. j4ntitbeus divides the govern- 
ment of the whole world amongft the peers of 
hell in fuch a manner, that to himfelf, under 
the liame of Jove^ he affigns heaven, to ahor- 

ther 

JBltSVIS tiBRI TERTII REsbxUTlO. 

Hi s T o R 1 A . Hoftis human! generis hominem perfequitury 
atque per amorem proprium ad omnia fcelera,' ipTorumque 
etiam dxmonum cultum feducit. Poft idololatrfam vero 
inprimis fuperbia toti orbi domi^atur. 

PoESis. Antitheus inter orci proceres totius mimdi im- 
perium ita partitur, ut ipfe fibi^ Tub Jovis nomine, coelum ', 

alteri^ 



tW, under the title of Pluto, hell -, to a thirdj 
under the appellation of Neptune^ the fea ; to 
others, other provinces : that, the remembrance 
of one God being by that method effaced, they 
might all claim to themfelves divine honours* 
Which purpofe he intends to expedite by the 
marriage of PhilautuSy or Self-love, with Sarco^ 
tbea his mother. Philautus^ educated by Ttfi^ 
fboney and inftrudted in deceit by the infernal 
powers, afTumes the form of >>arcotbea^ as feen 
by her in the water. Under this appearance, fhe 
embraces him, and conceives a varioiTs iflue of 
vices, particularly feven daughters, given after- 
wards in marriage to various ranks of men. Of 
theie daughters, Pride, married to kings, fixed 
her refidence in the Eafl, where (he began to rear 
up a magnificent kingdom, together with a pa- 

lacc^ 

alteri, fub Plutonis titulo, inferos ; tertio, /ub voce Ne- 
ptuni, mare \ aliis alia, cum fumma poteflate adtribuat, quo 
divinum fibi honorem, obliterata unius Dei memoria, ven-^ - 
dicent. Quod confilium per Philauti, five amoris proprii^ 
cum Sarcothea parentc conjugium expedire ftatuit. Hunr, 
a Tiliphone educatum, & diis infernalibus ad fraudem in-^ 
ftruftum> Sarcothea in fuae formae, fub aquis fpcftatae, ima-^ 
gine, per Philautum animata, compleditur, atque ex illo 
variam fobolem vitiorum concipit, feptem inprimis filiasj 
vario deinde hominum generi connubio jun6tas. Ex qui- 
bu8 Superbia, regibus in matrimonium data, in oriente fe^ 
ikm fiiit, ipagnificumque extolkre cum palatio, vitrei 

C funda* 
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lace, raifed upoh a brittle foundation, whence 
flie hiight rule over all mankind. This govern- 
ment (he commenced with great pomp and 
haughtinefs, and the deftruftion of thoufands, 
Boafting, Contumacy, Herefy, and Rebellion 
againft heaven itfelf, hence deriving their origin, 
occafioned the ruin of not a few; amongft 
whom Alexander the great, XerxeSy and the 
giant-builders of the tower of BabeL 

The. ORNAMENTS. Dcfcriptions ; I. Of 'the 
gods of the heathens, their kingdoms and facri- 
fices. 2. Of the perfon of felf-love, and of a 
man influenced by it. 3. Of the evils flowing 
from felf-love. 4. Of men building a palace, 
its grandeur and magnificence. 5. Of Pride, 
her drefs, form, and infolent manners. 6. Of a 
perfon boafl:ing the nobility of his birth. 7. Of 

a vaunt- 

ftmdamento innitehte, regnum ccepit ; unde toti humano 
generi imperaret. Quod imperium magno fuo faftu, cum 
pernicie multorum aufpicata : jaftantiae, contumaciae 
kserefis, atque in ipfos etiam fuperos rebellionis origo, 
non paucos pefTumdedit, in quibus Alexander magnus, 
Xerxes, Babyloniseque turrls molitores gigantes. 

Ornament A. Defcriptiones. i. Deorum gentilium, 
regnorum & facrificiorum. 2. Amoris proprii perfonae, turn 
fe ipfum amantis hominis. 3. Malorum ex proprio amorc 
provenientium. 4. Palatium exsedificantium, ejufque ma- 
gnitudinis & excellentia?. 5. Superbiae & habitus illi us, for- 
ma?, ac monim infolentium". 6. Jadantis nobiKtatem ge- 

-Hieris. 7. Ja£latoris militis. 8. Contumacis haerefis. 9, Bre- 

vis 
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I vaunting Ibldler. 8. Of ftubbornherefy. 9. Of 

he fhort-lived profperity of proud people. L«- 
ifers ipeech exhorting to impiety. Laftly, 
Ilomparifons, i • Of a kindling fpark with love- 
J. Of Bucephalus with an arrogant perfon. 

ris fortunag fuperbofum. Deinde oratio Luciferi impieta- 
:em fuadentis. Denique comparationes, i* Scintillse gli- 
bentis cum amore. 2. BucephMi cum arrogante. 

Marginal notes to book III. 

LUC IF E 22, having abrogated the worfhip 
and honour of one God, and the heaven- 
ly 'Ipirits appointed by him to fuperintend the 
creation, deliberates with his peers, how he may 
introduce into the world the worftiip of devils, 
under certain names of gods. The facrifices of 
the gods. The origin and temper of Philautus, 
or Self-love* The comparifon of a kindling 
fpark with the firft dawnings of this paflion. 

From 

NoTJE MAfeGINALES AD IIBRUM TERTIUM. 

Lucifer, abrogatoDei unius, & cceleftium mentium ab 
Deo xebus creatis praepofitarum, obfequio & honore ; de 
cultu daemonum fub certis deorum nominibus, in mundum 
introducendo, cum fuis deliberat. Viftimae Deorimi. Phi- 
lautij five amoris proprii, origo & ingenium. Seipfum aman-- 
i% defcriptio. Compacatio fcintillse inflammantis cum amo-< 

C 2 rc 
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From felf-love, luxury, and all manner of 
vice broke forth into the world. Different men 
addidled to different vices. By wickednefs the 
worihip of devils v^as introduced. Human 
crimes exceed all eloquence. The rifing fun. ■ 
Pride, the inventrefs of palaces -, their flrudhire 
and magnificence. The wonders of the world. 
The emblems of proud animals. The vain la- 
bour of the Proud. The image of Pride. The 
comparifon of Bucephalus with an arrogant man. 
The comparifon of a peacock with the fame. 
Rich and embroidered veflments. Hair and face 
finely ornamented. Boafling nobility of birth. 
Grafping at vain fame. Pride has its various 
retainers, corrupting in fome the good qualities 
of the mind, in others the good qualities of 
the body. Riches and honours render people 
proud. Vain boaflers. Proud perfons are flub- 

born. 

re prlmo. Ex amore proprio luxus, omniaque in orbem 
vitia prodiere. Varii variis addifti in orbe vitiis. Per fce- 
lera daemon um in orbem invecSus cultus. Eloquentiam fu- 
perant flagitia. Sol oriens. Palatii Superbia inventrix, qus 
ftrudura & magnificentia. Orbis miracula. Emblemata 
fuperborum animalium. Superborum labor vanus. Super- 
biae imago. Comparatio Bucephali cum arrogante. Com- 
paratio pavonis cum arrogaiite. Veftis pretiofa & varia. 
Culta caefaries & facies. Nobiiitas generis ja£lata. Famam 
iiianem captare. Superbia varios habet affeclas, aliis corpo- 
ris, aliis animi inquinans bona. Divitiae. & honores fuper- 
bos fiiciunt* Ja£):atores vani. Superbi contumaces funt. 
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born. Herefy flows^from Pride, its pidurc and 
malignity. Pride produdtive of difobedience. 
Pcribns, vainly elated with pride, often fell. The 
giants, the builders of Babylon^ , proudly rife in 
rebellion againft heaven. Pride threw Lucifer 
headlong out of heaven, 

Haerefis ex Superbia eft, ejus imago & malitia. Faftus in- 
obedientes fecit. Superbe elati faepe ruunt. Gigantes, five 
Babylonitae, fuperbi adverfus fuperos confurgunt. Lucife- 
rum Superbia prsecipitavit. 

The end of the marginal notes, Gfr. 
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THE reader, I make no doubt, has already 
anticipated moft of the obfervations I 
could poiTibly make, on the ftrong refemblance 
there is, betwixt the plan of Pafadife Loft, and 
xhtfuhftance of thefe arguments and marginal 
notes to Mafenius's poem. Therefore, not to 
infift on thofe things, which, it may be alledgcd, 
are either hinted at in the fcriptures, or which the. 
fubjedl, common to both poets, might naturally 
fuggeft ; I fhall only remark, that the infernal 
council, or PAND-^MONiuM o£ Mafemusy Luci- 
fer's habit and chariot, the fight of the angels, 
efpecially as fo circumftantiated, with the excur- 
fion of the fallen fpirits from hell, and other par- 
ticulars too obvious not to have been noticed, 
undoubtedly gave birth to the fimilar conftitu- 
ent parts of Mikons poem; in which, tho' 
they ^ are more highly finiihed, and ampli- 
fied with additional ornaments, there are fuch 
flrong traces of refemblance left, as to make 
the affiftance he derived from Mafenius indifpu- 
tably clear and obvious. I now proceed to the 
confideration of the poems themfelves. Milton $ 

exordium is as follows, 

Of 
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Of man's firft difobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortal tafte 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe. 
With lofs of Eden, 'till one greater Man 
Reftore us, and regain the blifsful Seat, 
Sing, Heav'nly Mufe ! 

Thefe lines very probably owe their rife to 
the following moft beautiful ones of Mafeniui 
and Ramfayy an author I fhall have occafion to 
mention more particularly hereafter. Mafenius 
writes thus: 

Principium culp^, Stygiaeque tyrannidis ortum, 
£t quae fera premant miferandos fata ncpotes, 
Servitio turpi fcelerum, posnaque malorum, 
Pandimus. 

Ram/ay thus. 

Utque hominis libata polo mens, Numinis hauftu, 
Semina mortiferse labis concepit Edene j 
Unde Dei foboles coeli radiantia templa 
Liquit, ut aetheria reduces nos fifteret arce, 
Argumentum ingens ! celfae dignum alite mentis ! 
Pandere fert animus. 

In thefe Latin verfes, the fubftance of the 
Englijb poet*s lines is eafily vifible : But that 
this may appear more clearly to the Englijb 
reader, I fliall here fubjoin a tranflation of the 

C 4 pre- 
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preceding IjCtin verfes, as literal as pofliblc, 
which he may compare, with Milton s, Mafe-' 
niufs may be tranflated thus. 

The rife of fin, the fourcc of hellifli pow^r^ 
The fatal ills, which all the wretched race 
Of men opprefs, with fins bafe fervitudcj^ 
And penal woes, I fmg. 

Ramfaf^ in the following manner. 

And how 
The human foul, by God infpirM from heav*n. 
In Eden's paradife of mortal guilt 
The feeds conceiv'd, whence God's eternal fon 
Forfook hcav'n's radiant manfions, that loft ma^ 
Pe might reftore to climes of forfeit blifi, — 

^ lofty theme ! woFtJiy a djwring foul ! 
I mean t'unfol4. 

The refemblance is clear and undeniable, 
Jdilton afterwards proceeds^ 

And chiefly thou, ' O Spirit ! that doft prefer. 
Before all temples, th'upright heart and pure, 
Inftruft me, for thou know'ft : thou from the firft 
Waft prefent. / 

Mafenius in like manner, (and Buchanan ancj 
jpi)ineas Fletcher^ whom I ihall cite afterwards 
tp prevent confi;fion) 

Tu 
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Tu coeptis, O Diva ! fave, noftrofque labores 
JDirige, inoffenfo per fecula priftina curfu : 
Quo me cumque rapis, fequar impiger : omnia namque 
Te dxtStrice patent, rerumque occulta tueris. 
Prima opifex ! noftrae fpe£btrix prima ruinse ! 

That there Is here alfo a great fimilitude of 
fentiment, I think no one can fairly deny, A 
txanflation may help to make it (till clearer. 

Do thou, O Spirit ! favour this attempt, 
And guide my labours thro' this new^trod path. 
Where-er you foar, aiEduous FIl purfue,— 
All things to thee unfold, all nature's depths, 
Firft caufe ! 3pe&ator chief of man's perdition ! 

But this fimilitude will ftill more remarkably 
appear from the following paflage. 

Say firft, for Heav'n hides nothing from thy view. 
Nor the deep traft of Hell j fay firft, what caufe 
Mov'd our grand parents in that happy ftate 
Favour'd of Heav'n fo highly, to fall off 
From their Creator, and tranfgrefs his will 
For one reftraint, lords of the world befides ? 
Who firft feduc'd them to that foul revolt ? 
Th' infernal ferpent ! He it was, whofe guile, 
Stirr'd up with envy and revenge, deceiv'd 
The mother of mankind 5 what time his pride 
Had caft him out of Heav'n, with all his hoft 
Of rebel angels, by whpfe aid afpiring • 

Tq 
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To fet hindclf in glory 'bove his peers. 
He tmfted to have equaH'd the moft high. 
If he oppos'd ; and with ambitious aim, 
Rais'd impious war in heaven, and battel proud. 
With vain attcmpf. 

Thus Milton : who undoubtedly took thefi 
fiiblime conceptions from the following ones o 
MafeniuSy and fome other elegant poetical au 
thors, whom I fhall have occafion to mention h 
the progrefs of this work : For Milton had j 
large ftore of materials before him when he^firf 
engaged in compofing his poem, tho' hithertc 
he has been thought to have digged them onh 
from the quarries of nature. 

Let us now hear the learned Jefuit. 

Tu mihi tantarum interpres, Sapientia ! rerum. 
Tarn duros hominum cafus, tot in orbe laborum 
Principium memora, cauflafque evolve malorum, 

Umbrarum princeps, & opaci reftor Averni, 
Antitheus, quondam aeternas damnatus ad umbras, 
Profcriptufque polo, cum coeco marte Tonantem 
Infelix peteret, fuperofque lacefleret audax, 
^rea concuflis laxavit vincula clauftris, 
Carceribufque pedem rurfum extulit, ore minaci, 
Armataque manu, nafcenti triflia mundo 
Bella movens, latamque ferens toto orbe ruinam. 
Invida livoris rabies^ mentifque venenum 

Ambitioi 
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Ambitio, tantos potuit concire furores 

Axititheo, tanfx>s bellorum ejftollere fludus, 

Wifdom ! Interpreter of great events ! 

Man's wretched hap relate, his num'rous woes ! 

The fource evolve, whence fprung thcfe mighty ilk ! 

The prince of darknefs, black Averniis' lord, 
Antitheus, erft to endlefs (hades condemn^, 
Outcaft of Heav'n, what time with fruitleis rage 
The Thunderer he dar'd, and ftorm'd the Iky : 
His brazen chains he burft, his prifon broke. 
And liberty refum'd ; with threatning front. 
And armed hand, the new-born world he fill* ^ 

With horrid war, and devaftation wide. 
Of envy this the fruit ! this, of ambition. 
Ambition, the mind's bane ! Thefe Satan's breaft 
With fiiry fwell'd, and pour'd a flood of war ! 

From thefe lines, where Satan is reprefented 
as the author of all the calamities introduced 
amongft mankind, by making an excurfion out 
of his infernal prifon, to which he was confined 
for his audacious infurrediou againft the Al- 
mighty ; it feems highly probable, that Milton 
had this learned writer in his eye, when he 
compofed the preceding invocation. 

I fliali produce a few paflages more in con- 
firmation of my opinion, as I am abundantly 

fenfiblc 
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lenfible it will be expeded, that an affertion fo 
new fliould be moft clearly fupported, and, if 
poffible, fet beyond all reach of cavil. 

Miltotiy in his fourth book of Paradife lo/iy 
and elfewhere, reprefents Satariy filled with in- 
finite rage and indignation, upon reviewing the 
happinefs of man's flate, and particularly at 
his enjoying that (hare in the favour of his cre- 
ator, of which he judged himfelf unjuflly dif- 
polielied : from hence he is determined to de- 
prive man of his happinefs, and involve him 
in the fame mifcry, to which himfelf was fub- 
jedted, fuppofing that pain would be alleviated, 
when communicated to others. The EngliJ/j 

lines are as follow, 

O Hell ! what do mine eyes with grief behold ! 
Into our room of blifs thus high advanced 
Creatures of other mold ; earth-born perhaps. 
Not fpirits, yet to heavenly fpirits bright 
Little inferior, whom my thoughts purfue 
With wonder ! feTr. Jp ^^i^ 

P. L. B. W. 358. 
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Thefe fentiments we find exprefled in the 
moft copious and lively manner imaginable by 
Mafenius^ thus: 

Viderat Antitheus niveam per gramina nympham 
Errantem, & facilis captantem gaudia runs, 
Pafcentemque animum jucundae munere vitae : 
Vidit, & indoluit tantonim hacrede bonorum, 
Tam cultae telluris opes, tantafque teneri 
Vivendi illecebras : quin & pallatia Divum 
Claufa fibi, quaeque infamis bona perdidit exful, 
Exhxrefque poll, felici adcrefcere nympha;. 
Ergo, ait, inimeriti patriis profcribimur aftris, * 
Ccelituum proceres ! magni decora alta Tonantis ! 
Primigenaeque Deum ! Noftrisne indignior haeres 
Sedibus exfultet, luteae pars ultima terrae, 
Brutorumque nepos ? Cur non hie fulmine noftro 
Corruit, aeterna caput involvente ruina ? 
Nos, nati propiore Deo ! nos, Candida cceli 
Turba ! tenemus adhuc magnae veftigia forma;, 
Quam Sophia eflSinxit, divino poUice, mater. 
Nos decus ingenii, nos rara potentia ccelo 
Adferuit ! Quid nunc generis primordia noflri, 
Et regni titulos, con(anguineumquc Tonantem, . 
Commemorem ? Vires, & nobilitatis honorem ! 
Nomina digna quidem, fed non habitura favorem, 
Adferimus : Semel excidimus crudelibus aftris, 
Et conjuratas involvit terra cohortes : 
Fata manent, tenet & fuperos oblivio noftri. 
Indecores premimur : volgi tolluntur inertes 

Ac 



Ac viles anim«, coeloque fruuntur apertd^ 
Nos, Dtvum foboks, patriaque in fede locandi^ 
Pelliinur exfilio, ixiGeftoque Acheronte tenemur. 
Heu dolor ! & fuperum decreta indigna ! fatifcaS 
Orbis ! & antiquo turbentur cunfta tumultu ! 
Ac redeat deforizie chaos ! Styx atra ruinam 

Terrarum excipiat ! Fatoque impdlat eodem 
£t codumy & cceli cives ! Ut inulta cadamus 
Turba ! nee umbrarum pariter caligine raptam 
Sarcotheam, invifum caput ! involvamus i Ut affaris 
Regnantem, & nobis domina cervice minantem^ 
Ignavi patiamur ! Adhuc tamcn improba vivit f 
Vivit adhuC) fruiturque Dei fecura fevorem ? 
Cernimus t & quidquam furiarum abfconditur orco ? 
Vahpudor ! seternumqueprobrumStygis ! occidat ! anEiens! 
Occidat ! & noftrse fubeat confortia culpas ! 
Hxc mihi, fechifo ccelis, folatia tantum 
Excidil UTfiftant ! juvat hac conforte malorum 
Pofle frui ! jurat ad noftram feducere poenam 
Fruftra exiiiltantem ! patriaque ex forte ifuperbam ! 
^nunnas ^empla levant : minor ilia ruina eft 
Quae caput adverfi labens opprefier it hoftis. 
Quid moror i apta dolus pugnanti fubgeret arma< 
Simplicitas patet infidiis, via fraudis aperta eff. 
Hue agite, umbrarum cives ! Stygiaeque phalanges ! 
Ultrices Furis ! ftirps funeftiilima no&is ! 
Eumenides ! Tuque, inprimis fcelerata malorumy 
Alefto ! invcntrix, cui luxus, & improba fervit 
Ingluvies, quaeque ab pulcro feducis honefto 
Illuftres animos, Tcderumque adftringis habenis. 
Dixit, & impcritim fenfit famulator Avemus, 
Pallentefquc animae ; ftetit impigra turba tyranni 

Ante 



Ante pedes ; fceptrumqu^ potens, foliiimque veretur, 
Excipiens mahdata patris, qiuecumque ne£uidis 
Pafcitur, & Stygio livet fubfula venena 

Straying thro' flowery meads Antltheus faw 
The lovely nymph, eAjoying rural fwects. 
And folacing her mind with life's beft gifts. 
He faw, and griev'd, that fhe Ihould thus po&fi 
Such riches, in fuch ftore, as lawfid heir ; 
While 'gainft himfelf he finds the gates of heav'ti 
For ever (hut, imhappy fugitive ! 
And in his room the favour'd nymph inflall'd 
Are we, faid he, then moft unjuftly driv'n 
'From native ftars ? we, heav'nly peers ! the boe&. 
Of the great Thund'rer ! the firft-born of God ! 
And in our feats do heirs unworthy fwell ? 
Creatures deriv'd from duft, ally'd to brutes ! 
Why do they not fall headlong by our thunder ? 
Their wretched heads with ruin ovcrwhelin'd ! 
We, God's immediate race ! we, heaV'n's fair fons I 
Do ftill retain the traces of our birth. 
Which, with unerring fkill, wifdom has ftampt 
Upon our form. Our genius uncontroul'd. 
And matchleis pow'r, aiTert our claim taheav'ii. 
But why, with fhiitlefs boaft, do I difplay 
My birth, my pow'r, and heav'ns affinity f 
My pow'r, my lofty birth are worthy names. 
But names, alas ! that favour can't rdlore ! 
We, once for all, are from the ftars cutoff. 
And earth, in darknefs, our confpiring troops 
Has fhrouded. Still our fate ftands jEx'd, and heav*i| 

Has 
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tbs blotted out our vile remembrance quite. 

iDglorioufly we're cnifh'd) while vulgar fouls, 

A worthleis race I exalted are on high. 

And heav'n's beft finiles enjoy. We, race of Gods ! 

Deferving to refume our native feat. 

Are banilh'd thence, to hell's fad regions doom'd t 

O ! curft decrees of heav'n ! O wretched lot ! 

Annihilate, thou world ! Creation fair. 

With antient Chaos mix, and be no more ! 

And. thou, rude niafs ! fuch as at firft, return I 

Now let earth's ruins Tartarus fucceed ! 

And in one conmion fate high heav'n involve. 
And heav'n's inhabitants ! For fay, fhou'd we 
Fall, and quite unaveng'd ? And (hall we not 
The curft Sarcothea with us involve 
In equal darknefe, fharer of our woes ! 
Or muft we ftill endure her reign, and yield 
Our necks to hoftile fcom ? Lives yet the wretch. 
Lives flie fecure, and God's high fmiles enjoys ? 
Behold we this ? And does hell's teeming womb 
Contain, or furies fell, or means of vengeance I 
O hell ! O (hame to hell ! Deftruftion feize her ! 
And make her (hare the pains of our fad guilt ! 
To me, excluded heav'n, this joy remains. 
This comfort of deftrudUon ! her t'enjoy 
A partner in my pains ! O what delight. 
To lead her on to equal puniflunent ; 
Vainly exulting in her noble ftate ! 
Companions eafe our forrows ! Lefs the lo(s 
Which rends the head of the oppofing foe* 
But why do I delay ? fit arms, be fure» 

Will 
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Will guile afford — fimplicity lies ope^ 
To ambufcade, and fraud's an eafy tafk. 
Advance, inhabitants of hell ! advance. 
Ye vengefvd furies I Stygian troops advance ! 
Eumenides ! night's baleful offspring black I 
And thou, inventrefs of all curfed ills, 
Ale£fo dire ! with luxury and luft. 
Thy minifters ! that, with inceflant aim, 
Illuftrious fouls from virtue ftill feduce, 
Enflaving them to vice, as bound with chains \ 
He faid : And fervile hell, his tyrant fway, 
Confeft and own'd : pale ghofts, an a<Sive train ! 
Before their haughty lord's imperious throney , 
Stood watchful, and his nod fubmifs adore i 
All proud his fov'reign mandates to obey. 
Whatever crew on baleful poifon feeds. 
Or fafcinates with dire enchanting eyes. 

The fentiments, hitherto accounted Milton* s 
own, are here exprefled, with all the pomp of 
words, and the utmoft luxuriance of fancy. 

Mafenius 'afterwards proceeds, to give a com- 
plete lift of Safaris privy counfellors and at- 
tendants^ death, old age, care, labour, grief, 
poverty, famine, guile, G?r. which might very 
naturally fuggeft to Milton his infernal council, 
where the devils are introduced, each in order, 
making a fpeech, importing what was moft 
proper to be done at that critical conjuncture. 

D After 
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After the inferual peers were aflembled, Ma- 

fenius reprefents Satan haranguing in the fol-r 
lowing manner j where almoft every line feems 
to have diftated the f^ntiments ^fcribed to 
Milton. The fpeech is truly remarkable, and 
deferves to be carefully attended to. 

Taenarii proceres ! quorum ignorata poteftas 
Haftenus, umbrarum tenebrpfo conditur antro, 
Vivimus opprobrium fuperumque hominumque, nee uUis 
Obfequiis colimur ; pcenarum ingentia tantum 
Pondera, fatorumque minae, flammaeque voraces, 
iEterna nos morte premunt. Quid inulta manemus 
Turba ? Quid ignavo dudum torpemus Averno ? 
Eripiant coelos fuperi, geminoque negentur 
Orbe poli : nondum hie languet caleata poteftas. 
Eft animi virtus, eft fraus, eft caufla nocendi. 
Plebs nova terrigenum tumidis eervicibus audax 
Imminet, & noftris gaudet fe crefeere damnis, 
Exfors ipfa mali : juvat banc infamia Ditis, 
Et fpoliis tantis fruitur, tellure vagatur 
Immanis, fceptroque folum moderante eoereet, 
Iftvafura polos : Nos, fegnis turba ! protervo 
' Spernimur ingenio, totifque expellimur aftris : 
Terra data eft : etiam terris exeludimur ipfis, 
Infames ac probrofi ludibria mundi. 
Hoe patimur ? nondum aftrigenas confundimus orco ? 
Devotaque cadit coelumque folumque ruina ? 
Tartareos adjuro lacus, ftygiique draconis 
Horrendum Antitheus teftor caput, una petetur 
Sarcothea : Ultori nympham involvemus Averno* 
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Vos animos rebus faciles aptate gerendis. 
Me duce conflabxt coeptum, prior omnibus unam 
Adgrediar, prior illecebras & mellea vocum 
Blandimenta dabo, pulcraque tenebitur arte, 
Fraudibus intercepta meis, & carcere vindla. 
Vos fidas praeftate jnanus : nee [^lura locutus, 
Arma fimul fremit, arma minax, ferrumque, facefque, 
Sulphuraque, & piceas cogit per tartara nubes, 
Fluminaque infundenda folo : ruit omne per antrum 
Immenfum volgus, furvaeque, atra agmina, turmae 
Terrarum elu6lantur humo, objeftafque fremendo 
Adliliunt portas, urgentque immanibus aufls 
Murorum adverfam molem s dum rupta filentum 
Antra patent horrenda, foloque fruuntur aperto. 

The following tranflation of this pafTage was 
tranfmitted to us from Louvaw^ by the inge- 
nious gentleman, to whofe care and friendfhip 
we owe the recovery of Mafenius. The tranf- 
lation is as literal as poffible, and bears a very 
great analogy to Milton. 

Ye peers ! whofe powV unknown, fince firft we fellj 

Is bounded by the glocmyihades of hell ; 

To us no altars fmoke, no temples rife. 

The fcorn of man, and laughter of the fkies ! 

O (hame ! and tamely fliall we bear the weight 

Of flames devouring, and the threats of fate^ 

Eternal obje£b of celefttal hate ! 

Tho' they, by whom into thefe deeps We're hurl'd^ 

Deny ^© cpmmerce of yon lucid world *, 
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Not all our pov^V is loft, we ftill may find 
Ne^ arms to conquer in the unconquer'd mind. 
Wiles too there are, and let them blame in heav'n 
The will to hurt, by whom the caufe is giv'n. 
An earth-born upftart race infulting goes 
Above, and on our ruins proudly grows 5 
Rich by our fpoils, and honour'd by our ihame, 
Thefe princes lord it o'er the earthly frame : 
Soon to invade the (kies, ourlright by birth. 
From whence far driv'n we're yet deny'd the earth. 
And we, a fluggifh crew ! do we remain 
The feoff of heav'n, and hug the tyrants chain ? 
Nor tear we down yon matters of the fky ? 
While heav'n and earth in one great ruin lye ? 
But, by the Stygian waters drowfy bed. 
By the Tartarean dragon's horrid head, 
Antltheus fwears Sarcothea foon fhall fall. 
And hell's avenging gulph fliall hold us all. 
Now then your minds for mighty deeds prepare^ 
Myfelf {hall open all the fcene of war. 
Mine be the care firft to attack the foe, 
And try what fraud, and faireft words can do : 
For, by infidious blandiflmients, I ween. 
Caught in our fnares, fhall fall this fav'rite queen, 

I am perfuaded that no one, who duly o 
fiders the foregoing fpeech, and, at the fa 
time, is perfectly acquainted with Satan s fpeec 
es in MiltoTiy but muft acknowledge, not o; 
a very great likenefs in the fentiments, but f\ 
a flriking refemblance in the very expreflion 
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could never be the refult of chance, or of two 
writers illuftrating the fame fubjeft; but muft 
certainly be owing, to the latter poet's confulting 
and copying the former. Satan's undertaking 
to go firft on the enterprize; his rage and indig- 
nation, at the lownefs of man's origin, and his 
being enriched with his fpoils -, are fentiments 
entirely common to both poets, and that plain- 
ly for the reafon already afligned : but, as thefe 
fentiments lie fcattered in Paradife Lofty it is 
not eafy to produce many lines together. 

Milton^ after the commiffion of the fatal 
tranfgreffion, reprefents hell, as opening its jaws, 
and diigorging its horrid Hofts^ all nature in 
difbrder^ the fun hiding his head, or going 
backward, as at the Thyejiean banquet, as he 
phrafes it, (for he is ever fond of antient fables;) 
and the unhappy pair, in the utmoft terror and 
confulion, on account of their tranfgreffion* 
Let us hear him. 



•The fun 



Had firft his precept fo to move, fo fhine. 
As iriight affeft the earth with cold, and heat. 
Scarce tolerable; and from the north to call 
Decrepit winter, from the fouth to bring 
Solftitial fummcr's heat.— To the winds they fet 
Their corners; when with blufterto confound 
S^3i, air, andfliore; the thunder when to roll 
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With terror through the dark aereal hall. 

Some fay, he bid his angels turn afcanfe 

The poles of earth, twice ten degrees, and morc^ 

From the fun's axle : they with labor pufla'd 

Oblique the centric globe. — At that tailed fruit. 

The fun,' as from 77>yg/?^j« banquet, turn'd 

His courfe intended : elfe, how had the world 

Inhabited, though fmlefs, more than now 

-Avoided pinching cold, and fcorching heat ? 

Thefe changes in the heav'ns (though flow) produc'd 

X^ike change on fea and land ; fidereal blaft. 

Vapor, aud mift, and exhalation hot ; * 

Corrupt and peftilent ! ^c, P. L., B. x. 651. 

The greater part of thefe fentiments are ex- 
prefled by the learned J^Juif^ in the following 
elegant and mafculine lines : 

Adnuit ipfa dolo, malumque (heu ! longa dolendi 
Materies ! & trifte nefas ! ) vefana momordit, 
Tanti ignara mali. Mora nulla, folutus Avernus 
Exfpuit infandas aciesi fradumque remugit 
Divulfa compage folum : Nabathaea receptum 
Regna dedere fonum, Pharioque in littore Nereus 
Territus erubuit : fimul adgemuere dolentes 
Hefperiae valles, Libysque calentis arense 
Exarfere procul. Stupefafta Lycaonis ur(a 
Conftitit, et pavido i^iguit glacialis in axe : 
Omnis cardinibus fubmotus inhorruit orbis i 
AhgeU hoc efficiuntj ccelejiia jujfa fecutu 
Jpfc etwm refugo Sol expallefcere cutru 

Vifus, 
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Vifus^ et ahJlraSlh coelum,turhare quadrigis. 
Hinc iter adfuetum JleSfens^ mo do devius err at 
Phoebus adhucj propiorque foloy vel frigore UntOj 
V el fervor e nocet, Primis tunc ajira tenebris 
Amifere dientj primis ferus ignibus ather 
Exdrftt^ niptoque polus defaevlit axe. 
Tunc elementa, datae neglefto foedere pads, 
Excuffere jugum, raptaque morantia fede 
Exercent rapidis bellum implacabile pugnls. 
Totaanceps natura ftetit: ruptone profundo 
Mitteret ultores fuperos ? et, cardine vulfo 
Coelorum, chaos antiquum confunderet orbi? 
An male tentatum facinus fubmergeret orco ? 
Sarcotheam tantus pavor et confufio rerum 
DefixamoppreiEtterrore: haefifle trementem 
Au<ftorem, & proprium fcelus expallefcere vifum, 
Antitheum memorant: erat haec audacia coepti ! 

With guile the haplefs nymph complies, and eats, 
(Ah ! . doleful crime ! ah ! endlefs fource of woe ! ) 
Unconfcious of the mortal fruit's dread poifon. 
Straight, hell, difclos'd, pours forth her horrid hofts. 
And earth, wide-yawning, from her centre groans i 
Nabathean realms returned the baleful found. 
And on the Pharian fhore affrighted blufli'd 
Old Nereus. At that inftant too was heard 
The howling of the fam'd Hefperian vales. 
And Libya's parched lahds blaz'd far and wide, 
Lycaof^s bear, aftounded, checked her courfe. 
And, icy, ftiffen'd in her frighted car. 
The world itfelf, mov'd from its hinges, (hook; 
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^he tajk of angeHy doing heaven's high will f 
Tie Sun J in his retreating car^ grew pale. 
And with ahftra5led Jleeds ohfcur^d the heai/ns. 
Hence varying his accujionld rout, now here, 
J^ow there he roams, and either chilly with coldj 
When too remote \ or burns with heat, too near, 
The Jlars then firji, in darknefs, lojl the day ; 
Then firjl, with conflagration fierce, bla£dout 
The horrid Jky j and from its axis broke. 
The ftarry pole began to reel. 
Then 'twas, the elements, their peaceful league 
Diffolv'd, fhook off the yoke, and dwelling ftill 
In feats befieg'd, with fierce encounter meet. 
And wage eternal war with conflift dirq. 
All nature flood aghaft, as in fupenfe. 
Whether, from burfting clouds, avenging hofts 
To fend upon the world, or, heaven itfelf 
Unhinging, chaps old with earth to blend? 
Or plunge the rafli advent'rous deed in hell? 
Such fear Sarcothea feiz'd, remorfe, and fhame*^ 
And horror, lock'd up th* avenues of fenfe. 
Nay too, 'tis faid, Antitheus felf, quite ftunn'd 
And trembling flood, at his own guilt appall'd : 
So horrid was th' accurfed deed he dar'd ! 

But, not to multiply quotations from this ele- 
gant writer, in a matter fo clear, I fhall content 
myfelf with one or two more, and then con- 
clude this head. Milton introduces the Al- 
mighty, as complaining to the angels of the ha- 
vock made on the world, by the infernal powers, 
after the fall, thus : 

See! 
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See! with what heat thefe dogs of hell advance^ 

To wafte and havock yonder world, which I 

So fair and good created. &c, P. L. R x. 6i6, 

Mafenius reprefents Juftice, as preferring the 
fame complaint before the Almighty, which 
Milton^ in the lines juft now quoted, afcribes 
to God himfelf, tho' certainly with far lefs de- 
cency; fo that here the copy falls fhort of the 
original, 

Ilia quidem fugiens, fparfis per terga capillis, 
Orarigat lacrimis, & ccelum queftibus implet: 
Talia voce rogans. Magni Deus arbiter orbis ! 
Qui rerum momenta tenes, folusque futuri 
Praefcius, elapflque memor ; quem terra potentem , 
Imperio, ccelique tremunt j quem Dite fuperbus 
Horrefcit Phlegethon, pavidoque furore veretur : 
En ! Styge crudeli premimur. Laxantur hiatus 
Tartarei, dirufque folo dominatur Avernus, 
Infernique canes populantur cunSfa creatay 
Et manes violant fuperos : difcrimina rerum 
Suftulit Antitheus, Divumque oppreflit honorem. 
Refpice Sarcotheam : nimis, heu ! decepta momordit 
Infauftas epulas, nosque omnes prodidit hofti. 

She, flying with difheveird locks, her face 
Bedew'd with tears, and fiU'd the heav'ns with plaints. 
Thus humbly fued the Fair: Of this great world. 
Both judge and maker! who, of nature's courfe. 
The balance holds \ who, future things alone 
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Exa£Hy knows, as mindful of the paft! 
Whofe potent rule both heaven and earth obey. 
Trembling with awe ! whom Tarfrus" gloomy realms. 
Proud in their chief, with fearful rage adore! * o 

By cruel hell behold us overpower'd !— 
The jaws of Tartarus are open'd wide. 
And over earth Avemus bears full fway, 
And dogs of hell the whole creation wajie ; 
And ghofts infernal heav'n-born fouls infeft. 
Difference 'twixt good and ill Antitheus dire. 
Thrice fertile fource of woe ! has canceled quite. 
And wholly crufh'd the honour of the gods 1 
Sarcothea with an eye of favour view. 
Who, wretchedly, alas ! deceiv'd, has pluckt 
The fatal fruit, and to our mortal foe. 
In moft unlucky hour, betray'd us alU 

Milton afterwards, as one confequcnce of the 
fall, introduces the beafts at variance one with 
another, and all of them together at variance 
with man. 

Beaft now with beaft *gan war, and fowl with fowl, 
' And fifh with fifh : to graze the herb all leaving, 
Devour'd each other : nor ftood much in awe 
Of man, but fled him ; or, with countenance grim, 
Glar'd on him pafling. . P. L, B. x. 710. 

Thefe lines are hterally tranflated from the 
following : 

Quadrupedi 
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Quadrupedl pugnat quadrupes, volucrique volucris; 
£t pifcls cum pifce ferox hoftilibus armis 
. Praelia faeva gerit : jam^riftina pabula fpernimt. 
Jam tondere piget viridantes gramine campos: 
Alteram et alterius vivirnt animalia letho: 
Prifca nee in gentem humanam reverentia durat, 
Sed fugiunt, vel fi fteterant, fera bella minantur 
Fronte truci, torvofque oculos jaculantur in illam. 

Eeaft now with beaft, and fowl with fowl, and fiih 
With fifli, wage cruel war with hoftile arms. 
They^now defpife their antient food, now fcorn 
To graze the verdant plains, and flow'ry grafs; 
And beaft on beaft, as proper fuflr'nance, feeds. 
Nor does their former reverence paid to man 
Remain, but ftraight him fly, or, if they ftand> 
They threaten bloody war with favage front. 
And fiercely dart on him their baleful eyes. 

I ihall add only one Paflage more, but of 
fuch a nature, as may, I hope, put this matter 
beyond all difpute, and convince every attentive 
reader, that Milton borrowed from Mafenius. 
The latter, has thefe two remarkable lines ; 

Vatil>us antiquis numcrantur lumine caflis, 

Tirefias, Phineus, Thamyrifque, & magnus Homerus. 



Amongft blind prophets thefe are reckoned chief, 
Tirejias^ Phineus^ Thamyrisy and Homer. 



Milton 
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Milton alfo has beftowed two lines, to exprefs 

the names of thefe four blind bards, or pro- 
phets; (for the Latin word vateSy ufed by Ma^ 
feniuSy is equivocal, and may fignify both :) 

Blind ThamyriSf and blind MeonideSy 

And Tirefiasy znd Phimus^ prophets old. P. L. B. iii. 35. 

Now, I would aik here, how it comes to 
pafs, that Milton mentions the four very identi- 
cal perfons, formerly mentioned by Mafenius, 
efpecially as he lay under no fuch neceffity 
as the Latin poet; Homer alone, one would 
think, being fufficient for his purpofe. If 
any one was to demand of me the reafon, I 
fhould anfwer without hefitation, becaufe Milton 
copied after Mafenius. But if the zealous par- 
tizans of Milton (hall reply, that he might have 
fallen on them by chance, I fhall only rejoin, 
that I think their credulity exceeds their judge- 
ment. The great Doftor Bentlej^ indeed, is of 
opinion, that the two Englifh lines, above-cited, 

are fpurious; and obferves, that Milton's editor, 
(who he fuppofes interpolated them) might 

have contented himfelf with mentioning Homer 

only, as Milton himfelf would have done. But 

this imaginary editor is now fairly acquitted. 

Milton borrows of Mafenius^ the fimile of 
Pandora^ Xerxes^ CharlemainCy the limbo of 

vanity, 
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vanity, and paradife of fools, with many others j 
yet, (fuch is Milton's gratitude) he attacks the 
Jefuits about their religion fatirically enough, tho' 
he fcrupled not to borrow near the fubftance of 
2000 lines from one of the order, and to infert 
them in that very work where he ridiculed them. 
Perhaps Milton could not pardon Mafenius^ for 
this harfh charadter of the Englifli nation ; 

Bruttius, Argolicufque, latro^ Fur Anglus ha,betur. 

BruttianSf and Greeks^ have ftill been robbers found ; 
As England does with pilfering thieves abound. 

But how juft the charafter, when applied to 
Milton himfelf, I leave the reader to determine. 

I faid, I would multiply no more citations 
from this Jefuit*, but I think it not improper, 
to exhibit the defcription oi Lucifer's perfon, as 
drawn by Milton and Mafenius, in order to fee 
if we can difcover the fame fimilitude in that, 
which we have juft now obferved in the fenti- 
ments afcribed to him. Milton defcribes him 
thus. 



■He, above the reft. 



In fhape and gefture proudly eminent. 

Stood like a tower. ■ ■ ■■ P. X. B. i. 589. 

(And 
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(And in another place, where he fpeaks of 
his aflbciates, he fays. 

As, when heaven's fire 



Hath fcath'd the foreft oaks, or mountain pines.) 

lb. 6i2. 

Mafenius thus. 

In medio, turmas inter proveftus ovantes 
Cemitur Antitheus, reliqpiis hie alitor unus 
Eminetf et circum volgus defpeftat inane : 
Frons nebulis obfcura latet, torvumque furorem 
Diflimulat, fidae teftus velamine noftis : 
Perjimilis turri pracelfa^ aut montibus altis 
Antiqua cedroy nudatts frondis honor e. 

Amidft the joyful troops advanced, is feen 

Antitheus ; he alone, than all the rejlj 

More eminent appears ; and thence looks down. 

Contemptuous, on the vulgar crew below. 

His brow, obfcur'd with clouds, lies hid, ftern rage 

Diflembling, cover'd with the veil of night: 

Lih to a lofty tovJr^ or on the mountain's top 

An ancient cedar of its verdure Jiript. 

What others may think of thefe two dc- 
fcriptions, I am at a lofs to conjecture ; but, in 
my opinion, no two paflages can bear a Aronger 
Refemblance. They vary indeed in circum- 
ftances, but in fubftance they are the fame. 

Milton 
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Milton compares Satan's aflbciates to naked oaks 
and pines y MafeniuSy Satan only to an old cedar 
ftript of its leaves : not to mention the tower 
common to both. 

But to come to a conclufion of this head* If 
any one can imagine, after fuch ample proofs 
produced from the poem itfelf, but efpecially 
from the arguments and marginal heads, where 
the conftituent parts of Paradife Loji are plain- 
ly vifible, and the whole poem, as it were, 
drawn out in miniature 3 whoever, I fay, can 
imagine, that Milton could poflibly write as he 
has done, without feeing this author's per- 
formance, may, with equal reafon, fuppofe, that . 
a limner can draw a man's pifture, exadtly like 
the original, without ever viewing his perfcn. 

Having done with Mafenius^ I {hall next pro- 
ceed to a writer of no lefs eminence j to whom 
that Milton was alfo obliged, tlie reader will 
fcarce doubt, fince it is inconteftable, that he 
had adlually feen his performance. A paper of 
his own hand writing, found in Trinity College, 
Cambridge^ contains a catalogue of aboVe fixty 
fubjedts,* taken from the facred fcripture, on 

which, 

* They may be feen in the Life of Milton^ prefixed to 
a new edition of his works, piibliflied fome years ago, by 
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which, it is conjedlured, he defigned to fbiind 
tragedies. But, the truth is, they were only- 
titles of tragedies, already written in Latin 
verfe-f-. 

In 

the reverend and ingenious Mr. Thomas Birch^ F. R. S. in 
two volumes in folio. Printed for Andrew Millar in the 
Strand. 

-f- Some of thefe fubjefts, fof the fatisfaftion of th6 cu- 
rious reader^ I fliall juft mention: Ahrahamus Sa&ificdns^ 
compofed by Theodorus Beza; Dina Raptus et Sodoma Con^ 
jlagratio^ by Horatius Turfellinus^ whoalfo wrote feveral 
others in Milton^ s -lift; Thamara Raptus per Fratrem^ by 
Rochus Honerdus^ author alfo of another, entitled Mofes 
Nomoclajles ; Sedechias^ by Carolus Malapertius-^ Solynus Ha-- 
lojisj by Nlcolaus Caujftnus-y Chrijius pattens^ by Hugo Gro" 
tius ; Chrijius moriens Cff refurgens^ by Joannes Francifcus 
^intianus j Herodes Infanticiday by Daniel Heinjius ; Sam- 
fin Agonijles^ Eliada^ fcf Protoplajlus^ or, the Fall of Man^ 
hy Hieronymus Zieglerus-, Ruth^ a paftoral comedy, by M- 
codemus Frifchlinus 5 and, to name no more at prefent, the 
Baptijles^ by George Buchanan ; which lafl: Milton actually 
tranflated into Englifh verfe, and publiflied by order of the 
houfe of commons, amio 1641, in quarto, as a fatyr 
againfl: king Charles I. and his queen, according to the 
conjecture of the reverend Mr. Francis Pcck^ lately de- 
ceafed; who, in a book entitled New Memoirs of Milton'x 
Lifey publiflied anno 17 40, in quarto, has given the pub* 
lie ^ new edition of that tragedy, both in Buchanan^ latin, 

and 
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In the front of this catalogue ftands, 

Adam unparadised; or, Adam iw 

Banishment: 

Which title is only a tranllation of Adamus 
Exful^ a tragedy written by the celebrated Hugo 
Grotius, when but 1 8 years old. This tragedy, 
tho* it Has paflcd through no lefs than four editi- 
ons, was yet never printed amongft the reft of 
that great author's works j and wias become fo 
very fcarce, that I could not procure a copy either 
in Britain or Holland; till the learned Mr. ^ira-- 
bam GronoviuSy keeper of the public library at 

and Milton^B englifh, placed oppoftte to one another. As 
this nmy help to give us fome infight into MiltorCs true 
chara£ier, fo I muft here advertife thofe, who queftion the 
exiftence of thefe latin tragedies, that I am poflefled of 
hear a fcore of them, and hope in due time to procure the 
reft, the Samfoh Agontjies itfelf not excepted. But to flop 
the* mouth of all oppofition, Milton himfelf, who may be 
flowed to have been perfeftly well acquainted with the 
Inatter, calls thefe fubjeils, exprefly, tragedies. Vide Peck'x 
Life ^Milton, page 217. And the different plans of 
Paradife Loji^ can be confidered as nothing more, than fo 
many tragedies compofed by different hands, in different 
languages; twenty authors, perhaps, having made a trial 
of their poetical ikill, on that interefting and mournful fub- 

jea. 

E Leyderi:, 



LeyJen^ after great enquiry, obtained the/ight 
of one ; and, as I have, for fome time, been 
honoured with his correfpondence and friend- 
fhip, fent me (tranfcribed by his own fon) the 
firft adt of it, and afterwards the reft, together 
with the dedication, addreffed to the Duke of 
Bourbon. 

Now, as Mr- FenUn^ as well as Mr- PbiU 
lips] Milton s nephew, informs us, that Para- 
dif^ Loft was firft written (or intended to be 
Svritten) in the form of a tragedy, where Satan 
Was to pronounce tiae prologue; the judicious 
reader will, by confidering this tragedy, (with 
the heads in its argument, and the fimilar Grieek 
and L^tin appellations in that and Milton) be- 
gin to be fenfible, that this great poet, in com- 
poiing his poem, had recourfe to a vaft treafure, 
which he induftrioufly kept fecret. But I fliall 
here endeavour to bring it to open light, tho' 
hitherto never fo much as fufpefted ; and, at 
fome future time, take an opportunity to exhi- 
bit a beautiful and correft edition of the origi- 
nal authors, purfuant to the advice of fevcral 
perfons of learning and diftindtion, in cafe the 
defign prove agreable to the public. 

The abovementioncd noble tragedy is, per- 
haps, the incomparable author's mafter-piecc in 

2 the 
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the poetkal way ; at leaft if we may judge of 
its excellence, from the encomiums conferred 
upon it by thofe eminent critics and poets, 
Vojjius^ Heinfius^ * Douza^ Potteius^ Meurjius^ 

and 

* Clarissimi Viri, jAN-ffi Douzjt, in 

HUGONIS GROTIJ 

Adamum Exsulem, TRAGOEDIAM, 

EPIGRAMMA. 

/^UI Sophoclem, Scnecamque legis, quid praEter 
^^^ Homeri 

Somnla, res fiftas, & mem monftra legis ? 
Quam fatius tragicis digna argumenta Camoenis 

Condere de facris haufta voluminibus ! 
Artiiicefque novo furas vincire cothurno ! 
- Eveniat nobis hie aliquando furor ! 
Qualem de tenero meditatus Grotius ungue 
' V ^thereo plenum numine fyrma trahit. 
Hic Sphinx nulla tibi, nulla hie miracula Scyllas 

Occurrent : Hominem Grotia mufa fonat. 
Mortiferurti hic vetita decerptum ex arbore pomum, 

Adami labfus, exfuliumque leges. 
Nunc primum, en! Latio donata, atque urbe Quiritums 

Debita quae civi gloria fola meo : 
QuiPhoebo, Delphifque fuis, nee confule tantum 

Patre, fed & magni nomine dignus ovat. 
Ma<^e ! inquis : quid ft ordo tibi, ft fpiritus ac vis. 

Si vocum ac rerum pondera nota forent? 
Quae ftmul ac noris, peream, nift mirabundus, 

Moxclames: faftus, Scotia! pone tuos. 
Ardua res Jephthen fcenae oftentaflTe Latinx: 

(Plus matri numqiuim debuit ilia fuse.) 

. E 2 Majus 
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and others; but, particularly, by the evident ttfe 

Milton made of it, who has artfully transferred 

the 

Majus opus, primos Paradifo eduxe parentes! 
Hei mihi ! quam difpar hiiic ftatus ille fuit ! 

J. DouzA* 
Paraphrased, 
' What can in Sophocles the mind engage ? 
Or what in Seneca^ s applauded page? 
What ! but the dreams of Homer's frantic brain? 
Falfe tales, and fidlions elegantly vain ? 
Far nobler themes the facred books impart. 
Where truth and wifdom court the poet's art. 
How great the thought the tragic ftep to grace 
With bufkins worthy of a chriftian race ! 
O ! let me feel this facred impulfe ftrong. 
And with like tranfport emulate the fong; 
The fong of Grotius ! who, an infant! trod 
The ftage majeftic, full of jfacoFs God ! 
Scylla nor Sphinx his nobler thoughts employ. 
Of man fublime he fings,, while yet a boy. 
There the tall tree forbidden fruit difplays, * 

Here jfdam falFn a wretched exile ftrays: 
Now firft thefe facred themes with joy we fee. 
In Roman drefs, of Rome*s great city free. 
This to my fellow-citizen is due, 
Of Phcebus worthy, and of Delphos too; 
Born to exalt his noble father's name, 
The conful borrows of the poet fame. 

Succefs and praife, you cry, attend the youth T 
Who thus can lend new dignity to truth : 
But when the beauties of his verfe you lean. 
His theme's vaft import, and its wond'rous plan. 
With joy and wonder feiz'd, you'll thus exclaim, 
^^ Proui Scotia ftoopl ^\ kugth fiirpafs'd ut fame. 
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the fubftance of It into his Paradife Loft. The 

truth of this aflcrtion will readily appear to any 
one, who will take the trouble to compare the 
one with the other. It cootains 2000 lines 
and upwards ; and, according to the beft models 
of antiquity, confifts of five afts, and a chorus 
fubjoined to each, except the laft. The firft 
introduces Satan deliberating, in a long foli- 
loquy, on the moft hkely means to operate 
man*s deflxuftion, declaring his refolution to ef- 
fect it, by transforming himfelf into the fhape 
of a ferpent. The fecond exhibits a long con- 
ference betwixt Adam and an Angel, concern- 
ing the creation of the world : This part, Af/7- 
ton ha^ thoroughly copied in his feventh book of 
Paradife Loft', where, by way of epifode, he 
gives an account how the world was created, 
and in what fjpace of time^ only, now and then, 
he enlarges beyond Grotiusy with the addition 
of hints and alluflons taken from Ramfay^ Du 
BartaSy and Dr. Rofs's Virgilius Evangelizans^ 

" Great was the talk in Latian ftrains to tell 

*' How mournM, brave Jephtha'^ virgin-daughter fell, 

<« But greater yet, to bid each bofom heave, 

** Each eye to flow, for Adarriy and for Eve-j 

" To lead them blufhing from Ely/tan bow'rs ! 

" And leave them exil'd in a world like ours ! 

« How fall'n ! how chang'd ! what fancy could exprefe 

<« Joys fled fo long, or grief in fuch excefs !" 

E3 ^ 



[54] 

as we ihall have occafion to fhew more fully af- 
terwards* The third aft contains an interview 
betwixt Satan and Adaniy wherein the devil en- 
deavours, under the guife of friendfhip, to fe- 
duce the father of mankind to difobedience ; 
but, being overpowered by flrength of ar- 
gument, retires yanquiflied. This circumftancc, 
the young poet has introduced, without the war- 
rant of fcripture, or rather in oppofition to it. 
Perhaps he thought poetical licence would bear 
him out. In this Milton has not imitated him, 
and fo far he was in the right: his extravagant 
admirers may wiih he had always been as cau- 
tious. The fourth introduces the Serpent and 
En)e engaged in difpute j Eve defeated, Adam 
feduced, Satan triumphant, and the fall of man 
compleated. The laft exhibits the cataftrophe 
of the whole, the curfe pronounced on Adam 
and Eve for their offence, with their final ex^ 
pulfion out of Paradife. This whole oeconoi- 
my precifely anfwers to the plan of Adam un^ 
farad[fed ; or, Adam in Banijhmenty in the pa- 
per of Miltcns hand-v^riting. However, I 
/hall here fubjoin as much of Groiius\ tragedy, 
as may fufficiently {hew the truth of my aflcr- 
tion ; namely, that Milton^ befides other confi- 
derable helps, in compofing his Paradife Lojl^ 
had alfo this pcrformaiace of Grotius before him, 
pf which he has made a very liberal ufe. 

HUGO- 
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HUG ONIS GROTIJ 
Adamus Exsul, T R a G OE D I a. 

Ejus Interlocutores. 



Satan, 


Adamus, 


Chorus, 


Eva, 


Angslus, 


Vox Dei. 



ARGUMENTUM. 

Po/i rerum creationem^ et Angelorum lapfum^ homo in Para^ 
difo conJiitiitm\ datum ei in inferior em orhem imperium^ ve^ 
titumque m arborisy qua fcientia boni et mali fymbolutn erat^ 
fruSfum carperet. Satan^ ut contra praceptum fier'ety pri* 
wumhormnem mar em ^ fimulata anudtia^ adgreditur-^ deind^ 
faemnam, ferpentis jigura\ qua feduSfa virum ad peccati 
fecietatem impellit. Unde uterque horto expulfus eji^ et morti 
ndferiaque mancipatus. Salus rejiituta fpe^ et fide^venturi 
MeJJia. Scena eji in Hedene^ Babylonia regione^ ubi erat 
bortus ad ripam Euphratis. Satan * wf ox^yife*. Chorus eJi 
$x bonis Jpiritibusj quos angelos vocamus. 

A C T U S I. 

Satan. 

SAcfi Tonantis hoftis, exful pntriae 
Cocleftis, adfum ; Tartari triftem fpecum 
Fugiens, et atram npftis acternae plagam. 
Odium bonorum fede me infaufta cxtrahit, 

• TWa Greek -word is retained by Milton, in his plan of 
Adam uniiara^ia, 

E 4 ^^^^^ 
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plros fcclefta mcnte verfantem dolos. 
Terribile, iniquum, trifte, formidabilc. 
Quod et ipfe Satan horream, quaero fcelus. 
Hac fpe per omnes orbis ibo terminos, 
Hac fpe citatus, claufa littoribus vagis 
Tranfibo maria, faevus ut riflu leo 
Patulo timendus, pfer locorum devia, 
Quaerit, quod avido dente dilaniet, pecus. 

Hac fpe, quod unum maxumum fugio malum, 

Superos videbo. Fallor ? an certe meo 

Concufla Tellus tota trepidat pondere? 

Quid dico ?. Tellus ? Orcus et pedibus tremit ! 

The foregoing argument and lines may be 
tranflated thus : 

Adam Banished, A TRAGEDY, 

C0L;t0CUTORS. 

Satan, Adam, 

Chorus, Eve, 

An Angei^, The Voice of God, 

The A R G U M E N T, 

JfUr the creation^ and the fall of the apojiate Angels^ man U 

placed in Paradtfe, Power is given him over the inferior 

worlds and he is forbid to pluck the fruit of the treey which 

is the fymhol of the knowledge of good and (viL Satcfnj to 

break the conimand^ firjt tempts the man^ under the Jhew of 

friend fhip ; and afterwards^ in the Jhape of a ferpenty the 

woman ; who is feducedy and prevails on the man to partake 

of her piilt : upon which they are both driven out of tbegar'^ 

deny 
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Jen J and /uijeSIed to death and ntifery. Sahatton re/iond 

hy hope^ and faith^ in the future Meffiah. The fcene is 

-in Eden, a region of Babylonia, where was the garden^ 
upon the banks of Euphrates. Satan fpeaks the prologue^ 
The Chorus confift^ of good fpirits^ whim we call angels^ 

A C T I. 

Satan.' 

FOE to the facred thund'rer, late from heav'n. 
My happy country, exiPd, now from hdl. 
My prifon, black with endlefs night, I come, 
yrg'd on by hate of good, and hope of 111^ 
HI yet unborn, but lab'ring into birth! 
New to thefe realms, fo dainn'd an a£i: I dare. 
That Satan^s felf, this fiend, whofe peqal woe 
Already has exhaufted vengeance, ihrinks 
From his own horrid purpofe, half difinay'd* 
Yet, by this hope impell'd, through earth I'll roam i 
By this, o'pr ocean, lock'd in winding fhores : 
As prowls the lion, o'er the pathlefs wafte. 
By favage hunger ftung, and hopes his prey. 
For this, tho' dreaded as my greateft curfe, 
•My -pride fhall brook the fight of bleft fuperior^ 
Objefts at once of envy and of hatred ! 
Am I deceiv'd? or trembles with my weight. 
This earth convuls'd, as confcious of her foe ? 
Why not ? fince hell too trembles as I ftride j 

Though, from the fhort fpecimen alrea- 
dy produced, it is abundantly evident, that 
tbia tragedy of Grtftius \;m been opc of the 
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|Hincipal foundations of Milton*^ poem ; yet, to 
fet this matter beyond all cavil and objeftion, I 
fhall feleit a few paflages, ambngft inniimcrable 
others, which Milton feems rather to have lite- 
rally tranllated, than barely alluded to. 

* Paflages in Grotius and Milton ^ almofl: wholly 

parallel. 

Grotius. 
Orcus et pedibus tremit ! 

Milton. 
Hell trembled as he ftrode. P. L. B. ii. 676, 

Grotius. 
— ~— Nam, me judice, 
Regnarc dignum eft ambitu, etfi in Tartaro : 
Alto praeeffe Tartaro fiquidem juvat, 
Ccelis quam in ipfis fervi obire munia. 

Milton. 
■ And, in my choice. 

To reign is worth ambition, tho' in hell: 
Better to reign in hell, than fervc in heav'n. B. 1. 261. 

I have known fome much touched with the 
daring boldnefs of the thought contained in the 
laft paflage, not fufpefting that the merit of it 
was not due to the old Englifh poet, but fhould 
have been placed to the account of the illuftrious 

♦ I have purpofcly omitted a tranflation of fome of thefe 
paflages from Grotius^ becaufe the fenfe of them cannot be 
more ftronglyexpreft, th^ in the paralld one« from Mihm^ 

young 
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young Dutch bard, from whom Mi/fon freely 
borrowed it, though, as it clearly appears, with- 
out any intentbn of making an acknowledge- 
ment. The cafe is exadtly ^he fame in a thou- 
fand other places, where much falfe incenfc hag 
been offered upon the wrong altar, and many ' 
lavifh encomiums unjuftly proftituted. 

Here Milton's vindicator owns, that it is pro- 
bable Milton did copy this fentence from Gro^ 
tius'y but obierves, that Grotius has taken it frqm 
Mfchylus^ whofe words he quotes; tho' no more 
to the purpofe than one of Chaucer's tales. I 
have been told, indeed, that Euripides has fome- 
thing like it, tho* I have never been able to 
meet with the paffage. But, be that as it will. 
It is certain Milton copied it from Grotius. 

Grotius. 
Age r fi vacabit (fcire nam perfeftius. 
Quae fa6la fiierint, ante me: faftum, potes) 
Narra petentij quomodo^ quoque ordiney 
Tarn magna numeris machina impUta eji fuis* 

Come, and, if leifure will permit, inform, 
(For you muft know, more perfedUy than I, 
What things were made, before I had a being) 
Inform me^ by what meansy and in what order ^ 
This great machine^ with all its parts ^ was formed, 

MlLTOK. 
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Milton. 
t)eign to defccnd now lower, and relate 
How firft began this heaven, which we behold 
Diftant fo high, with moving /ires adorn'd 
Innun^rable; and this, which yields or fills 
All fpace, the ambient air wide interfus'd. 
Embracing round tKis florid earth. B. vii. 84* 

Tho' thefe lines are plainly a paraphrafe on 
the Grotian paflage juft now quoted, together 
with fome little aid derived from Mr. Sandys and 
BarlauSy (forida telluSy being the latter's very 
expreflion, as moving fires and ambient atrs^ 
are the former's ;) yet we are told by the vindica- 
tor, if we can have faith enough to believe him, 
*« that 'tis evident, from the converfation be- 
" tween t|ie angel Raphael and AdaWy thajt 
" Milton had Virgil's beautiful epifode of the 
** Trojan war in his mind; and that he has not 
" imitated Grotius, but the requeft of Dido to 
" lEneaSy to relate the particular circumftances 
;** of the deftrudion of T^rojy in thefe words: 

** Immo age, et a prima, die, hofpes, origine nobis. 

Mn. i. 757. 
** Nay but at large, my godlike gueft, relate." Pitt. 

Strange perverfenefs this ! two chriftian poets 
are both handling the fame fubjedt, introducing 
the fame collocutors, an angel and the father of 

mankindiv 



[6I] 

mankind, and both ufing almoft the very fam« 
words ; (for it is abfolutely certain, that Af/7- 
ton had Grotius before him) and yet the vindi- 
cator will have it, that his poet, neglcdling his 
chriftian pattern, alludes to a fabulous love^fto- 
ry. This is precifely the fame way of reafonlng, 
its if any one, after reading Dr. Toung's beauti- 
ful and fublime defcription of a horfe, para- 
phraftically tranflated from the book of Job^ 
fhould confidently maintain, that the learned 
doctor had not the facred book of Job in his eye, 
but the fourth book of Virgil's Georgics, where 
the poet treats of bees: there being juft as much, 
analogy betwixt jidam and the Angel Raphael, 
and Dido and Mneas^ as betwixt a horfe and 
bees. Should not a man of common fenfe be 
afliamed to fly to fuch wretched fhifts, fuch un- 
fair altercation, rather than honeftly fubmit to 
truth ? Milton^ indeed, has introduced too much 
of the heathen mythology into his poem, by 
which he has debafed, not a little, the moft fub- 
lime and facred of all fubjcdts; according to the 
opinion of Dr. Bentley^ Mr. Addifon himfelf, 
RoHiny and every other unprejudiced critic: the 
mixture being not more contrary to the nature 
of his fubjedt, than to common fenfe. 

Grotius. 
Innominata qusique nominibus fuis, 
Libet yocare propriis vocabulis. 
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Milton'. 
Things by their names I call, tho* yet unnam'(j« 

» » B. xii. i4o< 

Here again, the vindicator, from his officious 
zeal to make his poet a conftant imitator of the 
antient heathen poets, will have it ; that Milton^ 
in the paflage above quoted, had not Gretius in 
his view, but the following verfe of Virgil : 

Hsec turn nomina erunt, nunc funt fine nomine terrae. 

JEn* vi. 777. 

Unpeopled now they lie, and lands without a name. 

Pitt. 

And, in fupport of this, he tells us that th<i 
eleventh and twelfth books of Paradife Loft are 
noted imitations of the fixth iEneid.- But the* 
there fhould be allowed fome fhadow of fimili- 
tude in both places, yet the particular application 
of the thought determines the paflage to be 
taken frbm Grotius. And I am the more con- 
firmed in the opinion, that the eleventh and 
twelfth books of Paradife Loft are not imita- 
tions of the fixth jEneid, as has been hitherto 
fuppofed, fince they feem to be a more exafl: co- 
py, of the Virgilius Evangelizans of Dodtor 
Alexander Rofsy in which he has defcribed the 
hiftory of the old and new teftament, with 
wonderful art, in Virgil's verfe, by making 
proper alterations, as his fubjeft required. That 

this 



this Is the cafe, I hope clearly to prove in the 
progrefs of this work. Milton is imitating 
chriftian poets (without whofe help we (hould 
never have feen Paradife Loji in its prefent per- 
feftion/ and the vindicator will have it, that he 
is all the time purfuing the fteps of pagans* 

GaoTius* 

Terreftris orbis reftor ! ct princeps freti ! 
Coeli folique foboles! aetherium genus! 
Adame! dextramliceat ample£U tuam! 

Ruler of this terreftrial globe! lord o* th' feaf 
Offspring of heaven ^nd earth! aetherial race! 
Adam! allow me to falute thy hand. 

MiLTON'. ''^ . , ' 

Ofispring of heav'n and earth ! and all earth's; lord ! 

B. ix. 27 J* 

Grotius. 
Quod illud animal) tramite obliquo means. 
Ad me volutum flexili ferpit via ? 
Sibila retorquet ora fetofum caput, 
Trifidamque linguam vibrat : ocuU ardent dur^ 
Carbunculorum luce certantes tubra, 
Adrefta cervix furgit, et maculis nitet 
Pe£his fuperbis : cserulis pifti notis 
SinuantuJr orbes : tortilesfplra micant 
Jtiiri colore: lubricum longos finus 
Tendit volumen: terga fe in gyros plicanC. 
Nunc fe reclinat flexile in collum caput, 
Retroque fpeftat, quodque caudse proxumum 
Nodatur agoien^ lumine adverfo videt. 
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Qiicfdciimque tandem eft propius hue ad mc venk. 
Pronos propinqua fiindit anfra£his vi^ 
Longofque traftus pedibus advolvit meis, 
AdtoIIit ora: miror an queat et loqul. 

What animal, gliding in path oblique^ 
Rowls hitherward his winding courfe ! 
His hairy head writhes back his hifEng jaws. 
And brandifhes his three-fork'd tongue; his eyes 
Glare ardeniy vying with carbuncle's JlanU. 
His neck erefted tow'rs; his bfeaft with (poti 
Magnific fhines; with marks cerulean wave 
His painted orbs ; gUJ^ring with golden hue 
His tortuous fpires appear \ his flipp*ry train 
In lengthened folds dilates; in circles weaves^ 
His back: and nox\his bending head upon 
His neck reclines ; and wiftful looks behind^ 
And with oppofing front his wreathing tail. 
In knots convolv'd, with piercing eyes beholds. 
Whatever it is, to me its courfe dire<Sb, 
His winding traft along the way projefls. 
Advancing to my feet with lengthened pace. 
His head he rears : I wonder if he fpeaks. 

Milton. 
So fpake th* enemy of mankind, inclos'd 
In ferpent, inmate bad ! and towards Eve 
Addrefs'd his way: not with indented wav^ 
Prone on the ground, as fmce; but on his rear^ 
Circular bafe of rifmg folds, that towered 
Fold above fold, a furging maze! His hearf 
Creftcd aloft, and carbuncles bis eyes* 
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' Wltiil>urmlh*d neck of* verdant gold, erefl 
Amidft his circling fpires, that on the grafs 
Floated redundant: pleafing was his fliape. 
And lovely! '- "' B. ix* 49 4* 

The vindicator again, with his ufual confi- 
dence, ajflures us, that the defcription of the 
ferpent is Milton's own j and let him tliinlc fo 
for me, provided it be not impofed as an article 
of faith. I believe no perfon of learning and 
true judgment will be of this opinion, while fo 
ftrong a refemblance fubfifts betwijct the two 
defcriptions. To point this out minutely would 
be paying a forry compliment to the und'erftand- 
ing of my readers. * However, I cannot for- 
bear, obferving, that the ferpent's eyes would not 
likely have been compared, by both poets, to 
carbuncles, if the one had not copied the other* 

Grotius. 
Nata Deo ! atque Jhomine fata ! 



1 ' 
Regina mundi! eademque interitus infcia! 

Cunftiscolcnda! ■■ ■ 

MiLTorJi 
Daughter of God and man! immortal Evcf 
Emprefs of this fair world! refplendent Evif 
Sov'reign of creatures! univerfal dame! 

B.ix. 291, 568jand 61I* 

Here the vindicator informs us, that I for-* 
*ierjy iaid- thefe lines of MiUo?t were taken 
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from Ramfay. Tis true I did fay fo, and what 
I faid was probable : but I have fince found a 
nearer refemblance in Grotius. 

Groti us. 
Rationis etenim omnino paritas exigit. 
Ego bruta quando beftia evafl loquens ; 
Ex homine, qualis ante, te fieri Deam. 

Milton. 
That yeihall be as Gods, fince I as man, 
Internal man, is but proportion meet: 
Z, of brute, hiunan; ye, of human, Gods. B. ix.. 710. 

It is plain to a demonftration, that Safan*s 
reafoning, in both authors, is the fame, and ex- 
prefTed in the fame words. 

Grotius. 
Per fah^ thalami facra, per jus nominis 
Quodcumque noftri : five me natam vocas, 
Ex te creatam; five communi patre 
Ortam, fororemj fivepotius cOnjugem: 
Cajanij oro^ dulci lumims jutare tut 
Ne me relinqnas: nunc tua auxilia eft opus^ 
Cum verfa fan eft* Unicum lapfa ndbi 
Firmameny unamjpem grow adfli^a male* 
Te mihi referua^ dum licet: Mortalium 
~ Ne tota fuboles pereat unius nece : 

Tibi nam reliSai quo pet am ? out ovum exigam f 

By wedlock's facred league, by the dear name^ 
Of mutual ties : whether a daughter n^ ^ 

Sprung 
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Sprung from yourfelf, you cdll; or call me fifter. 
As from one common fure ; or yet vouchfafe 
To call me by the dearer name of wife: 
Deprived of the Jiveet beams of your high favour 
Forfake me not Iprayy your help I need, 
Now ftnce our lot is changed i my only Jiay ! 
My only hope ! with grievous ills dijlreji* 
For me yourfelf referve, while 'tis allow'd; 
Left by your fingle death, all mortal race 
Should wholly be cut ofF. 01 left of thee^ 
JVhitherJbaUIbetakemej where fuhfijif 

Milton. 
Forfake me not thuS) Adaml Witnefsbeav'n! 
What love fincere, and reverence in my hearty 
I bear thee^ and unweeting have offended^ 
Unhappily deceiv'd. Thy fuppliant, 
I beg and clafp thy kivees : bereave me not 
(Whereon I live) thy gentle looks, thy aid^ 
Tliy C9unfel, in this uttermoftdiftxefs, 
JVIy only ftrengdi and ftay ! forlorn of theCf 
Whither (hall I betake me ? where fubiift I 6. x. 9 H* 

Grotius. 
T^u namque foil numni contrariusy 
Minus es nocivus ; qfi ego nocenticry 
( Adeoque mifera magis, quippe mifpriae comes 
Origoque fcelus eft, Jurida mater mali!) 
Deumque lajifcelerej teque^ Fir I ftmuU 

For you J as contrary to God alone j 

Are furtlefs guihy\ I more guilty far '•^ 

(And far%nore wretched, fince 'tis paft difpute, 

Fa ""^"^^ 
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That gutic is both th' attendatit and the fourcci 

Of mis'iy, and of ill the baleful parent) 

HaiHy by mj crimey Uithjimii '^'gainft God andyou* 

MtLto^f• 
*■ ■ On mc excrcife not 

Thy hatred, for this mts'ry befallen; 
On me, already loft! me! dianthyielf 
Moremiferable! Both have finn*d, but thou 
Againft Godmly; I againft God and thee. B. x. 927. 

Here again the likenefs is fb ftriking, that to 
point it out would be only an unneceflary ex- 
pence of timie. 

Grotxus. 

Quod comtedo, poto> pff^Oj diris fubjacet. 

Milton. 
All that I eat, or dtink, dr fhaU beget, 
, Is propagated ctfrfc I ■ ^ B. x. 718. 

yirms and the man Ifing^ is not nM)re a tranf- 
ktion of irma virwnque canOy than Milton s 
englifli lines are of the ktin ones of Grotius^ 
However new this difcovery may appear, it is 
not the lefs real. I (hall only confido- one paf- 
fage more from this author, and then proceed to: 
another. 

Grotids. 

O magne re£lor! Ogubernator poll! 

Nonjamrefiflo, vdIo^ volo difcedierei 

Subfulda ingris membra fed genubus laban^. 

iletroque, quoties gradior, ;abreptus feror. 

Quo 
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Quo miier ablbo ? Quem locum profugus petam? 
Ubi morabor? Quatnque teQuiem excolam? 
Monilra latebram, quseib^ longiuquam, abditam, 
Ubi nulla figna pri^i refteot boni ; 
Ubi nil in animum perditam Hedenem mibi 
Pomo^e revocet^ qvum meis mergar malis. 
Nemtis beatum ! verquepeipetiiuinloci! 
Fdixque regio! cujus, heu! fniftramihi 
Conceffit ufiiS) tempore interiit brevi, 
Arborque vitse! cujus effefhi frui 
Vetat altera aibor» luridse peftis parens-^ 
Valete! Tuque! quse quater gqnino alveo 
Adiuere . tdlus ! Pulcia Euphrads vada ! 
Felicitatis confcxa^ atque animi meiy 
Quem iiepe vobis cantico prompfi facrp^ 
£t quidquid bortusifte fervavit boni, 
Numquam videndum nirfiis, astemum vale! 
Hoc vos fupremum tueor. Enfugio! exeo! 
Mortifera vitia ! dira morbonun lues ! 
Languor caducus! horridus febrium tremor! 
Labor, dolorque! et cumulus inftantismalil 
Vos itemecum! triftis exfulij duces! 

governor of heav'n, and earth, and fea! 

1 now refift no more : ITI go, Pll go; 

But my faint limbs forget their wonted office. 
And when I would advance, I bacfcward Aide* 

« 

Whither fball I betake me, wretch ! what place. 
Shall I, an exile, i^k? 0\c4^«relide? 
What part of this wide eardHliBll I inhabit ? . 
Shew pe Some iecret corner, dark, remote^' 
Where no fwect tra£b of former Wife tcmaini 

p 2 Where 
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Where nought t6 my remembrance may recall^ 
When plung'd in grief, loft Eden and its fruits* 
Thou blefled grove ! ye everlafting fprings! 
Ye regions mild! whoie (hort-liv'd happjnefs>^— 
Alas! how foon extinguifli'd — is no more! 
And O, thou tree of life, whofe influence kind. 
That other tree, of ills dread fource! forbids! 
Farewell ! — And thou, dear land ! that with four ftreams 
, Art kindly lav'd ! great Euphrates finooth floods 
Confcious of all my blifs, of all my thoughts. 
Which oft' to you in facred fong I utter'd ! 
And whatfoe'er that garden kept of good,— 
No more to be enjoy'd — farewell, for ever!— 

Take this laft look 1 go, I fly ! and ye. 

Ye deadly fins ! difeafe's direful plagues, 
Fevers, and feeble fainting, aguifh colds! 
Labor and forrow ! ev'ry inftant ill ! 
Attend my fteps^ guides of my exile fad ! 

MlLTON- 

O unexpended ftroke, worfethan of death! 
Muft I thus leave thee, Paradifel thus leave 
Thee, native foil! thefe happy walks and fliades. 
Fit haunt of Gods ! where I had hope to fpend 
Quiet, tho' fad, the refplte of that day. 
That muft be mortal to us both f O flow'rs. 
That never will in other climate grow. 
My early vifitation^ and my laft 
At ev'n, which I bred up with tender hand 
From th« firft op'nin^l)ud, and gave ye names ! 
Who now flbaU rear ye to the fun, or rank 

Your 
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Your tribes, and water from th' ambroHal fount ? 

TTiee, lafUy, nuptial boVr I bymeadom'd 

With what to fight or finell was fweet ! from thee 

How fhall I part, and whither wander down 

Into a lower word; to this obfcure 

And wild? How (hall we breathe in other air 

Lefs pure, accuftom'd to immortal fruits? B. xi. 268. 

All thefe paflages, efpecially the melancholy 
turn of the laft, are fo evidently fimilar,. that no 
unprejudiced mind can doubt, that this tragedy 
of Grotius has had a principal ftiare in the foun- 
dation oi Paradife Loft. 

The State of Innocence^ or Fall of Man^ 
is a proof how readily Milton\ poem, which 
was founded on a tragedy, may be reduced to a 
tragedy again. But there is this remarkable difn 
ference between the two authors, that Dryden, 
tho' never reputed a man of theilrideft morals, 
frankly acknowledged to whom he flood ob- 
liged; while Mi /ton J notwithftanding his high 
pretenfions to truth and integrity, moft induftri- 
oufly concealed his obligations. I have intro- 
duced the following paflage from Dryden's play, 
in comparifon with that laft quoted from Miiton^ 
to give an inftance of refemblance, where imi- 
tation is openly and avowedly profefled; and I 
think it muft appear, if we conlider the three 

F 4 paffagea 
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paffages together, that Miltoris Is no lefs an imi- 
tation of Grotius^ than Dryden'% is of Milton. 

EvtIe. 
» ' ■■ Fiurewell ! ye happy fliades ! 



Where angels firft fhould pra£):ice hymns, and firing 
Their tuneful harps, when they to heav'n would fing. 
Farewell, ye flow'rs ! whofe buds with early care 
I watch'd, and to the'chearful fun did rear. 
Who nowlhall bind your ftems ? or, when you fall. 
With fountain ftreams your fainting fouls recall ? 
A long farewell to thee, my nuptial bow'r! 
Adorn'd with ev'ry fair and fragrant flow'r ! 
And laft, farewell, farewell, my plgtce of birth ! 
I go to wander in the lower earth, 
Asdifiantaslcan: for, difpofTeft, 
Fartheft from what I once enjoy*d, is beft ! 

I fhall only remark further, that aa the gfeat 
Mr. Addijon (notwithftanding his partiality to 
our author) and the learned Dr. Bentley^ both 
blame Milton for concluding his poem in fb 
mournful a ftrain; the fame cqnclufion in Gro-- 
tluSy which is quite proper in a tragedy, tho^ 
not in an epic poem, will convince the reader, 
that the cnglifh poet was led into that error, by 
treading too clofely on the heels of our young 
latin tragedian ; who has as much reafon to com-- 
plain of ungrateful 'ufage at Milton s hand, 2l% 
the prince of the latin poets, when he exclaim-* 

ed 
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ed with indignation, from a confcioulhds of la- 
jury done him by Baibyllusy 

Hos ego verficulos feci, tulit alter honores I 

'Tis trae. Milt oris vindicator has contrived 

an odd fort of iain excufe for his authdr, for the 

freedom he has ufcd vsrith this tragedy of 'Gro^ 

tius. He tells us from Mr. Fenton's authority, 

who v^nrites his Life: " That Milton was intro*- 
** duced to the Acquaintance of Grotius^ at P^- 

** r/j, by means of Lord Viicount Scudamore^ 
^^ Ambaflador from King Charles the firft, at 
" the court of France -^ that 'tis not improbable 
that Grotius might make our poet a Prefent of 
his tragedy, which was one of the amufc- 
mentsof his youth; that Milton might high- 
ly value that work, not only for its intrinlic 
^* worth, but for the efteem he had for the aur- 
thor ; that the moft fhining parts of it might 
warm his fertile imagination ( as thofe of Hom 
mer and Virgil did before) which itime im- 
** paired not, but improved." This is the fum 
of his quaint apology. Had Milton informed 
us of this circumftance, according tothemaxin:! 
of an old heathen author, Ingenui eji bominis 
profiler i^ per quern profeceris^ I would have ad- 
mitted the apology to be juft: but where, plray, 
Im Milton- diom it? Or rather, has he not, in 

the 
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the moft exprefs terms, in the beginning of his 
work, affirmed the contrary, by difclaiming all 
manner of help and affiflance in compofing his 
Poem, and aflerting that his mufe pnrfues 

Things unattempted yet in profe or rhime ! 

Have not mankind, by giving too implicit a 
faith to this bold ailertion, been deluded into a 
falfe opinion of Milton s being more an original 
author, than any poet ever was before him? And 
what but this opinion, and this only, has been 
the caufe of that infinite tribute of veneration, 
that has been paid him thefe fixty years paft ? 
Hence fo many editions, tranflations, commen- 
taries, lives, encomiums, marble bufts, piftures, 
gold and filver medals. The vindicator would 
not only have me excufe his author, but eve|i 
commend him, for the freedom he has ufed 
with his friend Grofius's performance. But I 
muft take the liberty to inform him, that my 
notions of morality taught me quite anodier 
leflbn, than to beftow the praife due to ingenuity 
and integrity, on perfons of a different charafter. 

I fhall now, in further fupport of my charge, 
produce a few paffages from a work, nothing in-» 
ferior to the two already cited : It was printed at 
'Edinburgh^ anno 1633, and addreffedto King 

Charles 
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Charles the firft, by the author, the Reverend 
Mr. Andrew Ramfayy at that time profeflbr of 
divinity in the univerfity oi Edinburgby as he 
had been of philofophy, for fevoral years before, 
at Saumur inFrance. He was not only eminent 
in both thefe profeffions^ but was alio a moft ex- 
cellent poet, in the opinion of Olaus BorricbiuSy 
a very competent judge, who only blames him 
for his mixture of heathen mythology: but if 
that be a fault in a facred poem (as it feems now 
univerfally agreed upon) Milton ftands infinitely 
more obnoxious to the cenfure than he, who 
coniparatively may plead not guilty; though, 
•doubtleis, his great authority and example have 
contributed not a little to miflead Milton. The 
judgment of Olaus BorrichiuSy concerning pro- 
feflbr Ramfay\ performance, in his diflertation 
oh poets, is as follows: " Andrseae Ramfaei 
' Scoti Epica de creatione rerum; de felicitate 
' hominis in primigenia integritate ; de lapfii 
' Protoplaflae, et omnium in eo pofterorum ; 
' de generis humani per Chriftum reparatione ; 
^ facro calore ignefcunt : nee fucco deftituuntur 
' poetico, immo plus iatis nonnumquam eo ex- 
' uberant, dum in repraefentatione rerum plus 
^ fubinde hauriunt ex gentilium fabulis, quam 
' conveniat tam religiofo argumento.*' I'be 
Epics of Andrew Ramfay, a Scotckmariy on tbe 

Creation ' 
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Creation of the world-, on man's bafpinefs in bis 
Jiate of innocence 'y on the fall of Adam, and^ in 
bim^ of all pofterity ^ and^ finally y of man^s 
rejloration by Jefus Chrift; glow with fdcred 
Warmth. Nor are they deftitute of poetic 
firength'y nay^ they abound more than enough with 
ity whiky in his defcriptions^ they derive mors 
from heathen mythology^ than is confident with 
Jo facred a fubje5f. A diaraftcr, thov^ juft 
and fevere, yet> at the fame tirne, lofty and ho- 
nourable! However, a much better judge, as 
well as poet, Dr. Arthur Johnjiony (phyfician 
to King Charles the firfl, and formerly poet lau^ 
reat to the king of France y for the ipace gf 
twenty years in which he refided in that king- 
dom) has been pleafed to honour his learnflj 
countryman's performance with the fbllo'v?!!^ 
moft extraordinary encomium, which Borri- 
chiusy perhaps, had in his eye. Let us hear 
liiQ BritiJJj Ovid. 

Hie juga Psu'naffi coeunt cum rupe Sionis^ 
Mixtaque Jordan! Caftalts^unda Suit, 

Here mount Pamajfus and bleft Stm vatsXy 
And^ like companions kind, each other greet! 
Here Jordan^s hallow'd wave, ipajeftic> flow. 
And Helicon'^ fair flood in fweet conjunftion flow! 

Tliat 
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That Milton alfo has thought It a moll noble 
perfi^nnance, I fhall fhew from the extraordina- 
ry ufe he has made of it 'Tis true, Ramfay\ 
poem has been ktely called a cento from Virgil: 
but I hope to fhew, (and I think I have partly 
dope it already) that Milton's ftands infinitely 
more cxpofed to that cenfure, being compil^ 
out of all authors, antient or modern, facred or 
profime, who had any thing in their works, 
fuitable t30 his purpofe -, nor do I blame him for 
this unlimited freedom, but for his induilriouily 
concealing It. But to proceed, Ramfafs work 
is divided into four books, and confifts of about: 
fifteen or fixteen hundred lines. The firft book 
contains a poetical paraphrafe on the creation of 
the world, the fubflance of which, as I obferv- 
ed before, together with a few ftriftures from 
GrotiuSj Du Bartas, and Ro/s^ Milton has 
thrown, by way of Epifode, into his feventh 
book. The fecond exhibits a* defcription of 
man's happinefe in a ftate of innocence, together 
with a moft exalted and fublime encomium on 
marriage, as the only lawful means appointed 
by God, for th6 propagation of the human fpe- 
cies, to which Milton often alludes. The third 
reprefents the fall of man 3 and the fourths 
man's redemption by Cbri/l. As this excellent 
airthor's work (which may properly be called 

ParaJiff 
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Paradife Loji in embrio, finceit ,was wrotCi be- 
fore Mikcn ; as, on the other hand, it might 
juftly have been named Paradife Loft abridged, 
had it been written after Milton) was inferted 
in the fecond volume of die Delicia poetarum 
Scot or um^ printed at Amjierdawy anno 1637, 
and confequently is not fo fcarce as the other two 
pieces of Grotius and Mafenius : As this is the 
cafe, I fay, I fhall content myfelf with prefent- 
ing a few paflages, only, from it, though M7- 
ton has transfufed almoft the whole fubftance of 
it into his poem, but with fo much art, that 
it requires no fmall degree of attention tp trace 
him out minutely. Ramfafs divine work be-. 
gins thus, where every line breathes forth a fub- 
lime, mafterly, and truly poetical genius, 

Qua&iiiai& dedit orfarudi vis diva creatrix, 
Difiribuitque locis, difcludens Nerea term; 
Vifque opifex eadem ut finuatis orbibiis prbes 
Arcuit, et coeli camerat faftigia fumma: 
Utqu£ hominis libata pplo mens numnts haujlu^ 
S^ndna mortifera latii conapit Edene^ 
\Inde Dei foboles coeli radiant ia templa 
Liquify ut other ea reduces nos ftfteret arce^ 
Argumentum ingens ! celfa dignum alite mentis ! 
Pandere fert animus. Mihi tu, qui mcenia mundi 
Struxifti, glomexans flaminato fornice coelum, 
Adfis, fanfte Parens! Facilifque in vota vocanti 
, AdfiS} NateFatris! Muodi melioris origo! 

iQui 
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Qui Patre, qui Nato manas, communis utrique 
SpiritusF adfpira! atque animis inlabere noftrisi 
Non mifaiPegafldes curs, non pnefes Apollo 
P^afidum, nil Cirrha juvat, nil numina vana. 
Alma Trias! Deus unus agat praecordia motui 
Ut facrare avoj numeriftjue exteniirepojjim 
Fa^a Ddy it rerum tantas evergere moles. 

What powV divine to the rude mafs of things 

Gave birth; afligning each its proper place: 

Old ocean to his own appointed bed 

Confining: How die fame efFe£Hve pow'r 

Orbs within orbs created^ heav'ns high arch 

Extended wide o'er fea and fhore : and how 

The human fanlj by God in/pir^d from beav*Tf^ 

In "EAtu^s paradife of mortal guib 

The feeds conceit d I whence Go£s eternal fon 

Forfook heffdfis radiant manfionsy that lofi men 

He night reftore to climes of forfeit blifs^^ 

Alofiy theme! worthy a daring fotd! 

I mean f unfold. Be prefent to my aid, 

O thou ! who heav'n and earth's foundation laid'ft. 

Eternal fether! Hear my fuit, invok'd. 

Thou coctemal Son ! of a loft world 

Reftorer ! Of a better thou, prime fourcc! 

From Father, and from Son proceeding! deign 

Thy influence, H<Jy Spirit! and gently glide. 

With fweet influx, into my >nmoft foul I 

Nq mufes are my care, nor Pha?hus felf. 

The mufes patron; Cirrha nought avail^ 

Ngr fabulous heathen deities, vain ns^n^s! 

BIefs'4 
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Bkrs'd Trinity t one God! my fpixitraife! 

That topf/iirity I may tranfndt 

GtkTs mbk a^Sy and weighty truths unfold^ 

In never dying Virfe I intmortal theme/ • 

Whoever attentively cc^npares this pa&g<i 
with Milton^s introdudion, and do^ not per*- 
ceive the ftrongeft refemblance between them, 
muft he not a little under tji? power either of ig- 
norance or prejii4ke5 or both« '^('he analog in 
the concluding lines is ib veiy ftrikingj^ tha^ I 
cannot avoid requefting my reader to lay his 
hand upon his heart, and anfwer fincerely^ Vfhc* 
ther he doea not think, the tui;n of Rawfafs 
paflage, and that alone, fuggefted the thought 
to Milton. If I fhall be tdd, that Mshon has 
improved upon it greatly, I frankly own itj 

' and it was both natural and eafy for him, who 
wrote lafl: to do fo ^ according to the proverb. 
Set a dimrf upon a giant' sjhoulders^ and be mil 

fee further than the giant ^ much more one of 
Milton s extenftvc capacity. It is fcarce neceffa- 
ry to mention, that, as Ramfay has argumentum 
ingenSy Milton has great argument. In £bort, 
the ufe and in&rence in both poets is the &me, 
diough I deny not that Milton has heightened the 
ienfe, which he generally does i and in this con- 
Ms his chief merit through the wjiole work. 

% Ifhall 
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1 ftiall forbear troubling the reader with more 
quotations from this firft book, as the author 
does little more than exhibit a poetical paraphrafe 
on Mofes*s account of the creation, which, I 
fliall be told, Milton might as well paraphrafe 
in Englifti verfe, as tranflate from Ram/ay's La- 
tin: I fhall, therefore, proceed to the third book, 
in which the authcMT treats of the fall of man, 
almoft in the fame manner that Mi /ton does. 
This laft reprefents Satan's malignity againft 
man, an4 envy at his happinefs, as arifing prin- 
cipally from the meannefs of his origin, calling 
him a man of cla)\ fon of defpite; 



This new favorite 



Of heav'n, this man of clay, fon of defpite, 

Whom, us the more to fpite, his maker rais'd 

From duft. -,-.— B. ix. 175 

And elfewhere. 



•Or, to fpite us more. 



l)etermin'd to advance into our room 

A creature form'd of earth, and him endow. 

Exalted from fo bafe original ! 

With heavenly fpoils > our fpoils^ ~ ^47 

And this he does, undoubtedly, becaufe 'Ram^ 
S^h as well as I^afenius^ did fo before him. 

G ^^^ 
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Nos, genlj aeterni ! coelo quibus ortus ab alto^ 
Sedlbus expulfi aetheriis, loca lucis egena 
Incolimus, fine fine damus^ proh ! vincKce poenas' 
Numine! ethieAdamj qui terra; fillus! oras 
Telluris tenet, et cceli fpe diwrat arm! 
Siccine nos genij ruimus? Jiat pulvere cretus ? 

We fpirits eternal, whofe exalted birth 
From heav'n arofe ; expell'd etiierial feats^ 
Inhabit regions void of light, where pains 
Endlefs we fuffer, inflifted by thehand 
Of Vengeful deity ! while this/on of clay 
4dam poflefles earth's capacious plains. 
And in his hope devours the realms of heav^n^ 
And fall thus fpirits immortal from our ftate? 
And does an earth-horn wretch thus firmly fland? 

Miltm reprefents the Devil as flattering JS-yi 
with lofty appellations ; fuch as, 

Emprefs of this fair world, refplendent Eve! B. ix. 568 
Sov'reign of creatures ! univerfal dame ! — 612 

And defcribes, at larg?, his infinuating addrefs, 
and artful reafonings 5 

Indeed ! Hath God then faid that of the fruit 

Of all thefe garden-trees ye fhall not eat. 

Yet lords declar'd of all in eartb> or air ? •— ^^ 

Queen 
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Queen of this univerfe! do not believe 

Thofe rigid threats of death: ye (hall not die. B. ix. 684 

Shall that be (hut to man, which to the beaft 

Is open ? ' ■ ■ ' '^^ 691 

Why then Was this forbid ? Why, but to awe ; 

Why, but to keep you low, and ignorant. 

His wor(hippers? ^ ■ — 703 

Or is it envy ? And can envy dwell 

ih heav'nly breafts ? ■■ ■ — 729 

Goddefe humane! reach then, and freely tafte. 

He ended j and his words, replete with guile. 

Into her heart too eafy entrance Won, — 7 3 2 

Kamfay had fet him the example here. 

O terrae pelagique potens ! rerumque fub aethra 
O regina ! poli quae fceptra capefTere digna ! 
Et Jovae trifidum moliri fulmen Olympo ! 
Quid terras habitas humiles ? Jut ft Dea terram 
Sub ditione tenes, cur terra excluder e fruSIu ? 
Opt vi£tum tenuem, pomumque parabile vobis , 
Invidet, an Superum dabit ille adcumbere menfis ? 
Non dabit : et fi adverfa fedet fententia mente, 
Heu ! te vana fides, et fpes deludrt inaiiis ! 
Haec ferpens : non incafTum, non irrita vento 
Verba volant. ■ 

Of earth, and fea, and all things uftder heav'rt, 
O fov*reign queen ! worthy to^rule the ftars. 
And hurl the thunderbolts of mighty 7^=u<V 

G z ^M 
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Why deign'ft thou to iriiabit this low earth? 
-Ory if a Goddefs^ thou oier earth been^Ji fway^ 
Why art thou hindered to partake its fruits ? 

* 

Who, fare fo Sender, and who, fruit fo cheapo 

Debarrs you, will he greater e'er beftow; 

And grant you free admiffion to his table? 

He will not. — And, if otherwife you deeni^ 

Beware that no falfe confidence deceive 

Your baffled mind, and make you hope in vain. 

The ferpent thu»— nor wander'd in the air 

His empty words, but reach their aim. ■ ^ 

That famenefs of thought is as clearly vifible 
in this, which was fb remarkable in the pre- 
ceding paiTage. 

Milton^ upon £w's eating the forbidden fruit, 
reprefents the general fympathy of nature in the 
following words ; 

Earth felt the wound ; and nature^ from her feat^ 

Sighing thro' 2^ her works, gave figns of woe 

That all was loft. — — — ^ B. ix. 782 

r 

In like manner he reprefents earth and univer- 
fal nature in the fame diftrefs and anguifh, on 
occafion of Adani^ offence ; 

Earth trembled from her entrails, as again 
In pangs, and nature gave a fecond groan : 
Sky lour'd, and mut^'ring thunder, fome.iad 4rops , 

Wcjt 



Wept, at completing of the mortal -fin 
' Original ! ——.——— B. ix. i coo 

Ram/ay^ in conjundlion with Mafenius and 
Grotius^ fuggefted the thought, and iirft paved 
the way. Ratnfay fays. 

Turn codum inlabi, et circum tremere omnia vifa: 
Styx! Acheron! Phlegethon! Chaos! etregnainvialuci 
Ditis ! et horrifono ftridentes cardine ports 
Panduntur! flammafquevomunt! fubitoque tumuitu 
Tota coit fignis infeftis machina mundi ! 

The hea/ns began to bow, ^1 things to fliake! 
Th* infernal ftreams to fmoke with fulph'rous heat! 
Styxy Chaos J all the gloomy realms of D/x, 
Their portals grating on their horrid hinges. 
Lie open to the view, • belching out flames ! 
And, with fierce onfet, and tumultuous jar> 
The whok creation joins in conflict dire! 

And again, in the fame book, 

Ecquid ad hoc, ccelum! non fudas? terra! tremifds? 
Ora, uti Theffalicis, Titan! contaSe venenis, 
Non palles? Mtwdi non machina iota! labor as? 

Doft thou not drop with fweat, O heav'n? eartb! 
At this fight do'Jl not tremble? O thou fun ! 
Tum'ft thou not pale, as fables tell, when touch'd 
' With curft Thejfalian poifons? O thou world! 
Labour'Ji thou noty as torn with deadly pangs? 

G 3 Bsx^ 
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\ 
/ 

Here we have thofe very pafTagcs, fo much 
admired by Mr. jiddifon and other critics, fair- 
ly produced before the reader's eyes, in their orin 
ginal beauty and luftre; which, though hitherto 
placed to Milton'^ account, he has done little mdre 
than tranflate into Englijh. But, to elude the force 
of this argument, his vindicator, with great fo- 
lemnity, aflures us, that in the Latin vcrfes cited 
from Ramfayy there is fcarcc a word his own, 
but that 'tis a perfed: cento from various parts of 
the jEneidj that Milton has caught fire from 
the Mantuan poet, and improved the blaze : and 
to crown this judicious remark, he cites the fol- 
lowing paflage ; 



Prima et tellus, et pronuba Juno, 



Dant fignym ; fulfere ignes, et confcius aether 
Connubiisi fummoque ulularunt vertice nymphae. 

iEn. iv. 1 66 

Earth fhakes, and 'Juno gives the nuptial fignsj 
With quiv'ring flames the glimm'ring grotto fhincsj 
With lightnings all the confcious (kies are fpread; 
The nymphs run {hrieking round the mountains head. 

Pitt. 

This gentleman is very unlucky in his citations, 
(though, by the way, moft of what he fays on 
this point.he has ftolen from Mr. Addifon^ there- 
by prfedtly refembling the author he defends;) 

the 
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the lines of Virgil being entirely expreflive 
of * joy, upon the confummation in the fup- 
pofed nuptials of Dido and Mneas^ according 
to RuauSy and others among the beft commen- 
tators on that poet: Whereas Ramfays lines, 
which Milton has copied, reprefent all nature in 
confufion and anguifh, as partaking in the cala- , 
mity of the lord and mafter of the univerfe. 

Milton y in his tenth book, reprefents our fir ft 
parents as feized with the deepeft anguifh, when, 
after their tranfgreffion, their eyes were opened, 
and they perceived their wretched condition; in- 
voking even death to hide them from the pre- 
fence of their offended judge. 



Why delays 



His hand to execute, what his decree 
Fix'd on this day? why do I over-live? 
Why am I mock'd with death, and lengthen'd out 
To deathlefs pain ? how gladly would I meet 
Mortality my fentence, and be earth 
Infenfible ! how glad would lay me down 
As in my mother's lap ! there I fliould reft 
Andfleepfecure: his dreadful voice no more 



* The word tdularunt^ ufed by Virgil^ is ufed, alfo, in 
ajoyful fenfe, in the following lineof Lucan-y 

Laetis ululare triumphis. /, e. To exclaim with joyful 
triumphs. 
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Would thunder in my ears: no fear of worfe 

To me, and to my ofFspring, would torment me 

With cruel cxpeftation. — Why comes not death, 

(Said he) with one thrice-acceptable ftroke 

To end me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her word ? 

Juftice divine not haftcn to be juft ? . P. L. B. x. 77 1. 

Ram/ay has a paflage to the fame purpofe, 
which may juftly vie with die preceding one. 

O judex ! nova me fades inopinaque terret; 
Me maculae turpes, nudasque in corpore fordes, 
Et cruciant duris exercita peflora pcenis: 
Me ferus horror agit. Mihi non vernantia prata, 
Non vitrei fontes, cceli non aurea templa. 
Nee funt grata mihi fub utroque jacentia fole: 
Judicis ora Dei fie terrent, lancinat aegrum 
Sic peftus mihi noxa. O fi ml abrumpere vitam^ 
Et detur poenam quovis evadere Ictho ! 
Ipfa parens utinam mihi tellus ima dehifcat ! 
Ad piceas trudarque umbras atque infera regna ! 
Pallentes umbras Erebi, noflemque profundam! 
Montibus aut premar injecSis, ccelique ruina ! 
Ante tuos voltus, tua quam flammantiaque ora 
Sufpiciam, caput objeftcm et cceleftibus armis ! 

O judge! a new and unexpeSed ftate 

Strikes mc with dread. Foul ftains, and guilty fenfe 

Of nakednefs, wound deep my tortur'd breaft. 

Wild horror rends me. Not the verdant meads. 

Nor chryftal fountains cool at fultry noon. 

Nor heav'n's refplendent arch of burnifh'd gold> " 
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Can folace yields fo much the voice of God, 
My judge, aftoimds, and pungent fcnfeof guilt! 
O that I coidd this mortal life break off, / 

And punifliment by any death evade ! 
O ! that my mother-earth, with open jaws. 
Would pull me to her centre quite abforpt! 
Or that I were thruft down, with inmates foul. 
To the black (hades of hell and tenfold night! 
Orfhrouded under piles, and mountain's >yeight, 
Amidft the wreck of elemental fire! 
Rather than bear thy flaming countenance. 
Thy awfiil brow, great arbiter of all I 
And to celeflial arms this life expofe. 

The refemblance, in the fentiment, turn, and 
fpirit, of thefe paflages, is fo very remarkable, that 
the leaft attention muft difcover it: yet hither- 
to no one has been thought, either able to write 
like Milton^ or even to have attempted his argu- 
ment. By this time, I hope, die mift of de- 
lufion begins to difperfe: for though Milton has 
been fo long in poffeflion of Paradifi^ that he 
may even plead prefcription in his favour; yet I 
have ventured (and I think fuccefsfully) to call 
his title in queftion, as unjuftly acquired at firft, 
and which, therefoj-e, no length of time cah 
make valid 5 according to that known and ap- 
proved maxim, quod ah initio vitiofum ejiy traSiu 
temporis non convalefcit. 
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I fhail produce only one inftance more, from 
this learned and reverend author, but fo clear 
and unexceptionable, that, the warmeft admi- 
rers of Milton^ if they are not determined to 
fhut their eyes againft conviftion, muft be fa- 
tisfied, that he has copied the work before us. 
In the ninth book of Paradife Lofty Milton ufes 
the following moil uncommon and remarkable 
fimile, in defcribing the ferpent's manner of ac- 
cofting Eve 5 when it is certain, he might have 
introduced many others, which would, as fuc- 
cefsfully, have illuftrated the circumftance : 



■With tra£t oblique. 



At firft (as one who fought accefs, butfear*d 

To interrupt) fide-long he works his way: 

As when a (hip, by (kilful fteers-man wrought 

Nigh river's mouth, or foreland, where the wind 

Veers oft', as oft' fo fleers, and fliifts her failT 

So varied he; and of his tortuous train 

CurlM many a wanton wreath, in fight of Eve^ 

To lure her eye. ' ' P. L. B. ix. 51b 

Ramfay has the fame peculiar fimile in the 
following pafTage; which may ferve as a criterion 
for the whole affair, as it loudly teftifies Milton' % 
plagiarifm; 



-Ut vento portum qui forte reflante 



Nmpotis eft caper e^ is malpsp et Untea v^ky 

CarVaJeoJqut 
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Carhafeofque Jinus obltquat^ tender e re£fa 
^ua nequitj incurvo radit vada carida curfu: 
Sic gnarus verfare dolos, et imagine falfa 
Ludere, Tartareus Coluber, contingere metam 
Se non pofle videns primo molimine, curfum 
Mutat, et ad palmam converfo tramite tendit. 



*As a JkiWdpilotj when^ 



The winds blowing adverfe^ hedej^airs to reach 
The harbour^ Jhifts his fails andmajisy and cuts. 
With winding keelj the azure deep ; and thus 
Obliquely gains, what the plain courfe denied: 
^ So taught to pradife fraud, and to deceive 
By falfe appearances, th' infernal fnake, 
Foil'd in his firft encounter, 'gins to change 
His courfe, and in a diff'rent trad purfue 
The promis'd vift'ry ■ 

No two things in nature were evermore alike 
than thefe paflages; nor am I lingular in this 
opinion, but have the joint concurrence of all, to 
whom I have had occafion to fhew them. 'Tis 
true, indeed, they differ in the application of 
the fimile, but the image is the fame in bpth^ 
Here, again, the vindicator takes uncommon 
pains to perfuade us, that Milton copied this fi- 
mile from Virgil^ or rather O'oid. It would 
f^m all is right with him, if Milton has only 
fome heathen poet, perpetually i|i his eye ; as 
if it were criminal in him once to imitate 
a chriftian poet : though, at the fame time^ 
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there is juft as much affinity, betwixt the pat 
fages cited by him from Virgil and Ovidy and 
that of Milton^ as there is betwixt light and 
darknefs, betwixt an ordinary ferpent, and the 
Devil in the likenefs of one, betwixt a fhip and 
the pilot of a fhip. Of this the vindicator .was ' 
abundantly fenfible, however he endeavours to 
throw a mifl before the eyes-of his readers, by 
prevaricating, and difguifing the true flate of the 
queflion; which is not about a fhip, but the pi- 
lot of a fhip, not about a common ferpent, but 
the infernal ferpent, the Devil. Of this, I fay, 
* he was himfelf abundantly fenfible ; for in one 
of his letters, which I chanced to fee, he con- 
feffcs frankly, that he fuppofed the word Tarta^ 
reus being added to Coluber^ was, doubtlefs, 
what Ihduced me to believe, that Milton bor- 
rowed that fimile of Ramfay. Since, therefore, 
the addition of Tartareus to Coluber was of fb 
much importance, why did he expunge that 
circumftancc out of his letter, before it was 
printed? why, but to cloud and obfcure the 
truth i which is no very promifing fign of a 
good caufe. And for the fame reafon, doubtlefs, 
it was, that he very unfairly forbore to cite the 
pafTages from Mafenius, Grotius^ and Ramfay^ 
whole and entire, as I inferted them ; but con- 
tented himfelf with quoting the three or four 
£ril words;^ only, of every paflagej left, byin- 
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felting them at large, the truth might have ap- 
peared with t©o great luftre, to the no finall de- 
triment of the difficult caufe he had undertaken 
to fupport. 

The reverend Mr. Birchy Dr. Ne^vton^ the 
late Mr. Samuel Johnfony keeper of St. Martin's 
library, and the prefent Mr. Samuel Jobnfin^ 
author of the plan of a new univerfal Englifh 
didlionary, are all of opinion, that Milton muft 
have taken that fimile from Rawfay. And here 
I cannot avoid mentioning the ingenioufi^. author 
of a * letter, relating to this oontroverfy, who 
has very well obferved, that it feems next to im- 
poffible, that two authors could hav^^ fallen by 
accident on a defcription, that has no neceflary 
connexion with the fubje^. The conclufion of 
his letter, taken from Dr. Wallis, is truly re- 
markable ; where a witty Frenchman is intro- 
duced, exclaiming, with triuniphant joy, at die 
difcovery, 11 Pa veu! II ta veu ! He had 
feen it! he had feen it! Alluding to Des 
Cartes's pillaging Mr. Harriot's great difco- 
veries in Algebra, and publifliing them after- 
wards in his own name, without taking any no- 
tice from whom he had them: though thefe 
notable difcoveries, as the learned Dr. Halley af- 
fures us, were ftolen by Harriot from another 

* See appendix. 

6 ^WS&CsKSt 
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author, named Viete. The unked authority of 

thefe learned and ingenious gentlemen may eafi- 

ly, I hope, counterbalance the jfingle teftimony of 

the vindicator, or any A. B. in England. Such 

is the difference, betwixt perfons of real learning 

and candour, and ignorant bigotted zealots, and 

conceited partial admirers ! 

• 
I fhall now proceed to the Virgilius Evange-^ 

lizans of Dr. Alexander Rofs, an eminent Scotch 
divine, and an excellent poet. He publifhed 
feveral books, as well in Englifh^ as Laiin^ and, 
amongft the reft, this poem, in which he exhi- 
bits, with great judgment and art, a compen- 
dious hiftory of the old and new teftament, ift 
VirgiH language and verfification. Olam Bor-* 
richius^ already quoted on a former occafion, 
makes very honourable mention of the author,, 
and of this piece in particular. And I am ac- 
quainted with fome perfons, who admire the co- 
py more than the original; that is, wonder more 
how the reverend author could accommodate 
VirgiVs language to fo facred and different a fub- 
jeft, than how Virgil could be the original au- 
thor of his poem at firft. The doftor himfelf 
fcems to have had a very high idea of the fupe- 
fiority of his fubjed, in the following elegant 
diftich prefixed to the work ; 

Anna 
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Arma virumque Maro cecinit: nos a£b: Deumque. 
Cedant arma viri, dum loquor ada Dei. 

Arms and the man great JUaro fung of old^ 
A God, and godlike ads I fmg, more bold. 
Let warlike deeds give place to godlike a<Sts ; 
This pref 'rence heav'n and common fenfe exacSls, 

And it was, certainly, from a perfuafion of its 
ufefulnefs, that the author was induced to ad- 
drefs it to King Charles the fecond, then Prince 
of Wales: for the firft edition of that work ap- 
pears to have been printed at London^ 1638^ 
when that Prince was about eight years old. 
Milton has compofed out of this work and Du 
BartaSy the beft part of bis eleventh and twelfth 
books, which have hitherto been thought to be 
borrowed from the fixth iEneid of Virgil: I 
mean the plan only of thefe books; for Virgil'% 
fubj'ed: and MUton's are widely different. Rofs 
has fpiritualized Virgil^ and, by making him 
fpeak like a Chriilian, adapted him to Milton'^ 
purpofe. Hirn Milton often follows, when he 
has been thought to copy the former ; which I 
Ihall endeavour to fhew, but briefly, and by a 
few examples, as the book is by no means fcarce, 
having been printed, more than. once, both in 
England and Holland. 

\ * • 

There 
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There are few paflages, I think, more 5ul- 
mired in Paradife Lofty than the mafterly tranfi- 
tion^ as Mr. Addifon juftly calls it, in our firft 
parents evening hymn, of which the following 
lines are a part \ 

Thus at their fhady lodge arriv*d, both flood. 

Both turn'd, and under open Iky ador'd . 

The God that made both iky, air, earth and heav'n. 

Which they beheld, the moon's refplendent globe. 

And ftarry pole: Thou alfo mad'ft the night. 

Maker omnipotent ! and thou the day, P. Z, B. iv. 720 

The chief beauty of this pafl&ge confifls in 
the fudden tranfition, lirom the third to the fc- 
cond perfon, couched jn thefe words, 



— . Thou alfo mad'ft the Nighty 

Maker omnipotent! and thou the day. 

But *this beauty is not the native growth of 
England I however, RngUpmen^ partial to their 
own country, may have deemed it fb. It is ori- 
ginally to be found in the eighth iEneid of Virn 
^/7, where thcSalian priefts are reciting the praifes 
of Hercules^ in the third perfon, and then make 
an abmpt tranfition to the fecond, . by a beautiful 
apoftrophe, and addrefs him as perfonally pre- 
fent. That the reader may have a clearer idea 
of what I mean, I (hall firft tranfcribe the paf- 

fage. 
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fage as it ftands in Virgil^ and then fubjoin die 
fame paflage, as altered and chriftianized by 
Rofs^ which Milton has copied in the vcrfcs aU 
ready cited, f^irgil^s lines run dius ; 

Turn Salij ad cahtus, incenfa altarla circunl^ 
Populeis adfunt evm£ti tempora ratnis: 
Hie juvenum chorus^ ille fenum, qui carmine laudes 
Herculeas et fadla feruiit : ut prima novercae 
Monftr^ manu, geminofque premens eliferit angues : 
Ut b^Uo egregias idem disjecerit urbes, 
Trojamque, OEchaliamque t ut duros mille labores^ 
Rege fub Euriftheo, &tis Junonis iniquae^ 
Pertulerit. Tu fiubigetias, Invifte! bimeinbres^ 
Hylaeumque, Pholumque manu, Tu Cf efia madas 
Prodigia, et vaftum Nemeafub rupe leonem. 
Te Stygij tremuere lacus, Te janitor Orci, 
Ofia fuper recubans antro femefa cruento : 
. Nee Te uHae facies^ non terruit ipfe Typhoeus^ 
Arduus, arma tenens: nonTe rationis egentem 
Lenueus turba capitum circumftetit anguis. 
Salve, vera Jovis proles ! Decus addite Divis ! 
£t nos et tua dexter adi pede facra fecundo! 
Taliacarminibus celebrant: fuper omnia Caci 
Speluncam adjiciunt> fpirantemque ignibus ipfum. 
Confonat omne nemus ftrepitu, coUefque xefultant. 

JEn. viii. 276 

^ The Salii dance around 

To (acred ftrains, vrith fhady poplars crown'd. 
The quires of old and young, in lofty lays, 
Kefound great Hercules' immort^ praife* 
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How firft, his In&nt hands the fiialces o'erthrctl^ 

Thatyuna fentf. and the dire monfters flew. 

What mighty cities next his arms deftroy^ 

Th' OEchaUan walls, and ftately tow'rs of Trofi 

The^oulknd labours of the hero's hands, 

Enjoin'd by proud Eurijthcm^ ftern commands. 

And Jovi% revejigeful queen. Thy matchlefs mights 

O'ercame the cloud-born Centaurs in the fightj 

Hylaus^ Pholfis^ funk beneath thy feet, 

And the grim bull, whofe rage difpeopLed Cretin 

Beneath thy arm the Nemcan monfter fell; 

Thy arm with terror fiU'd the realms of hell; 

Ev'n heirs grim porter ihook with dire difmay, . 

Shrunk back, and trembled o'er his mangled prejr* 

No fliapes of danger could thy foul aiFright! ^ 

Nor huge Typhausy tow'ringto the fi^t> 

Nor Lema's fiend thy courage could confound,. 

With all her hundred heads, that hifs'd around.. 

Hail mighty chief, advanced to hcav'n's abodcsl* 

Hail fon of Jove, a god among the gods^I 

Be prefent to the vows thy fuppliants pay,. 

And with a fmile thefe grateful rites furvey. 

Thus they— but Ci76*«/ cavern crowns the ftraini. 

Where the grim monfter breathed his flames invaim 

To the glad long, the vales, the woods rebound. 

The lofty bills reply, and eccho to the found, Pitt. 

Thus he, whom the Chrlftian Maro follows 
with equal, if not fuperior,^ fteps, in propor- 
tion to the dignity of his fubjc^t, 

Circumftant 
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Circumftant animae, dextra, laevaquq, canentes^ 
Et coeli innumeri proceres, laudefque Tonantis 
ingeminant^ Chriftumque canunt : ut monftra Barathtt 
Terruerit, vetci'emque premens eliferit anguem: 
tJt toties fandam fervarit ab hofte Sionem; 
Utque idem Babylon vcrbo disjecerit urbem; 
Fecerit ut ccelum ac terram, campofque liquentes^ 
Lucentemque globum Lunxj Titaniaque aftra, 
Tu fecifti almum inundo lucefcere folemj 
Akius utque cadant fubmotis nubibtis imbres; 
• Jitfifti lit niilld fufgarit Je femine filvse; 
Utqut fccent volucres auras, et Nerea pifces^ 
Atque per ignotos errent animalia montes, 
Tu regi^ aetcrno imperib divorquCj hominefque. 
Tucoelum ac terras, atque aequora numine torqufcg/ 
Tu dignus quern tota cohors horninumque deumque 
Laodibus aeternis memofent, et carmine dicant, 
Talia carminibus celebrabant fa£la Tonantis, 
Dcunque canunt, pulfi refonant Iaque!aria templi. 

Millions of fpirits, all heav'u's unntimber^d peers. 
With fon^^ furround his throne^ The thund'rer's praiii 
They hymn, and Chrift extol— How, firft^ Ohell! 
Thy monfters he affrighted and difinay'd, 
Bruifing thy haughty tyrant's horrid head: 
How many time's, from the fell en'my's powVy 
He facred Sion fav'd; arid Babylon^ 
Afpiring city, crufh'd by his potent word: 
Hdw heav'n and earth he form'd, the azure mainy^ 
* The moon's refplendent orb, and ftarry hofts : 
' Tho V mad'ft the fQft'x:ing fun t'iUume ^t vjt>t\A, 

H 2 ^^ 
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And (how'rs to fall from high difparted clouds! 
ThoU (Klufed'ft woods to rife from feeds unfown. 
The fowls to cut the air, and fifh the feas, 
And'beafts to range the unknown mountain's top. 
Thou ful'ft o*er Gods and men with endlefs fway : 
Thou heav'n and earth and fea, with pow'r conttx)uPft: 
Thou worthy art, that all, in heav'n and earth. 
Should eternize thy fame, exalted theme ! 
Thus in high ftrains, the thund'rer's deeds they teU, 
While the Cerulean pure with triumphs rung. 

Upon die ftale principles of thofe gentlemen, 
who are perpetually recurring to fome heathen 
authority, one, who had never heard of Dr. 
jR^'s work, might take it for granted, that he 
had borrowed from that hemiftich of Virgily 
^alia carminibus celebrant y (cited above) a line 
and a half, towards the end of his feventh book: 

So fung they, and the Empyrean rung 

With hallelujahs. — — — B. vii. 633 

when it is iabfolutely certain he is indebted for 
the thought, not to the heathen, but to the 
chriftian Virgil. The paflage, in the Virgilius 
EvangelizanSy conftitutes the two laft lines of the 
preceding quotation, to which the reader may 
refer. And, as Milton often borrows, at fe— 
cond hand, from profane authors, fo does b^ 
paflages from the facred fcriptures alfo. One 

would 
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would be tempted to think, he had copied from 
the twenty-fourth pfahn the following lines^ 

Open, ye everlafting gates! they fung. 
Open, yeheav'ns! your living doors; let in 
The great creator, from his work returned 
Magnificent! his fix. days work, a world! 

P. L. B. vli. 565 

And yet, confidering the liberal ufe he has made 
of Rofsy upon fo many other occafions, there i^ 
the ftrongeft.reafon to believe, he ftands indebt- 
ed to him for this alfo, who has a paflage pre-^ 
cifely parallel. 

Pandite codicolae ? portas bipatentis Olympi, 
Ut meus hie dominus, jam luce corufcus et auro^ 
Intret! et in folio patris confidat Eoo! 
Utque triumphato coeli ad capitolia mundo 
Viftor agat rofeum fuper ardua nubila currum! 
Hoftibus occiiis, fpoliifque infignis opimis ! 

Open, ye angels! heavVs wide-fpreading gates. 
That our great lord, now more effulgent made, 
May enter, and, in due magnificence, 
On his dread feflier's orient throne fit down ; 
. That now viiSlorious, thro' the lofty clouds, 
His rofy chariot, to hcaV'n's capitol. 
In triumph o'er the world and his crulh'd foes, 
Adorn'd with fpoib and trophies, he may drive. 

H3 'Tis. 
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*Tis true, the paflage in Milton refers to OjOf 
Saviour's return into heaven, when he had fi» 
pifhed the work of creation; in Rofs^ to his 
pompous entry, after his vidtorious triumph 
over hell, death, and the grave : but it was no| 
the lefs adapted to Milton's purpofe, 

I fhall content myfelf, with citing one or two 
examples only, from each of thofe authors I am 
to produce;, in ftirther fupport of my charge : not 
from a deficiency of proofs, but becaufe I would 
Jceep this eflay within fome reafonable limitSt 
Milton^ in his introdudion, writes thus, 

■ Wh^t in me fs dark, 

Uluminc! what is low, raife and fupport! 

which pailige owes its rife to the following 
bsautiful ones of Cajpar Stapborjiius^ a Dutch 
poet and divine, in his Triumphus pacis^ or con- 
gratulatory poem on the conclufion of the peace, 
betwixt the ftates of Holland and the common* 
wealth of E;/^/^/;?^, anno 1655; to which work 
Milton might think he had a lawful title, as hi3 
mafters were fo deeply concerned. The honeft 
Dutchman, to be fwe, never dreamt, that the 
prince of Englifli poets would condefcend, tq 
plume himfelf to liberally with his feathers; 
bvit it was Miltqn^ cuftop\, to make all authors 
3 ' trihvitarjp 
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tributary to him, whom he read, to recom- 
pence, I prefume, his trouble in perufing them ; 
and to fancy, that his bare acceptance of their 
mite of affiftance, was reward fufficient, with- 
out the formality of a public acknowledgment. 
Let us hear ^ta^horjiius^ who, among many 
others, has contributed to raife Milton^ reputa- 
tion, without acquiring any addition to his own. 

O charltis lux alma tuae nebulofa medullas 
Antra meae, Stygiis infefe obduda tenebris, 
lUuftret! primoque micet radiofa nitore! 

O \ mzy the fucred light of thy pure grace 
Illume the deep reciefles of my foul. 
Involved in Stygian darknefs ! and thence fluhe 
With radiant Iplendor ! —— — 

And again, 

Tu fis praefidium, fummi patris unica proles ! 
Da femulo Sophiae donum ! Tu flaminis almi 
•Suftentes, firmefque meam moderamine mentcm ? 

Thou, only offspring of th' almighry fire ! 
Be thou my fole defence ! True wifdom's gift 
Grant gracious to thy fervant ! My weak mind 
Raife and fupport by thy blcft fpii it's aid ! 

In thefe lines, the turn of MiL'ons fentiment 
blazes forth, with fuch amazing clearnefs, as 

• H 4 mufl 
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muft furely difperfe the darkeft clouds of preju- 
dice. 

Let us now proceed to this author's admirable 
panegyric on marriage, which will plainly difco- 
ver to us the fource of MUton^ fentiments on 
that fubjedl. 

Foedus in humanis fraglli quod fan£lius aevo! 
. Firmius et melius, quod magnificentius, ac quain 
Conjugij, fponfi fponfaeque jugalia facra ! 
Quae fmccra fides dextra haud fecus atque figillo 
Tarn cupide firmatur ovans, et quae firuitur tot 
Signis et precibus, tot habens patrefque, ducefque, 
Ac defponfa fides, fervatrix finna decori 
Connubij. Deus eft fuminus pater ejus et au£lor! 
Foemina fic et mas thalamumfopantur inununi. 
Ipfos vota decent eadem, mens una r<4ubris ; 
Ut veluti natura monet, quod confulit aequum. 
Quod concinna rogans ratio validiflima fuadet; 
Sic fit fanfta Venus ftabilis, fint vincula amoris 
Candida, tt obdurent cun£l:os facrofanfta per annoa. 
Jufpice tey fuglens alim fubcuba kifij 
Dira libido hominum tot a degente repulfa eft : 
Jc tantum gregtbus pecudum rations carentum 
Jmperatj et fixie lege tori furihunda vagatur. 
jlufpice te^ quam jura probanty reSiumque piumque^ 
Filius atque pater ^ f rater que innotuit; et quot 
Vincula vicini fociarunt fanguinisj a te 
J^ominibus didictre fuam dijlinguere gentem. 
Membra fides thalanji fervarcreciproca mandate 

Omnln 
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Omnis in hoc aevo ipforum concefla voluptas 

Conjugis in gremio tantum folidatur in uno: 

Ut penes alterutrum fitc6rporis una poteftas. 

Hoc tarn magnificuni, tamfan£him, tarn folidumque, 

Percellens ^imos fplendore, tot unde potentes 

Heroas, tantofque duces prodire caballo 

Trojano veluti certum eft, hominumquepropago 

Tota decetmanare pudens: omnifque poteftas r 

In terris ex hac divina ftirpe refultat. 

Though, as 1 obferved before, Milton's fenti- 
ments are plainly vifible in Stapborjlius^ to an at- 
tentive and confiderate reader; yet, for the fatit- 
fa<aion of the fcrupulous, (for I well know this 
doibine will be of hard digeftion to many, and, 
therefore, muft be ftrongly fupported, and pow^ 
crfiilly enforced) I have marked a few Hnies, . 
where the refemblancc is the moft ftriking, and 
iHall confront the tranflation of them with Aft'A 
tQn% 

Milton. 

By thee adult'rous luft was driv'n from men. 
Among the beftial herds to range; by thee, 
(Founded in reafon, loyal, juft, and pure,} 
Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of father, fon, and brother, firft were k;nown. 

B-'v. 753 
Staphorstius, 

Beneath thy pow'r, who fhun'ft the lewd embrace 
Of foreign beds, dire luft was driv'n from man. 
And only rules o'er flocks and brutal Vverds^ 
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Watid'tiAg with ragbg iire that knows no law ! 
By thee, approved by laws of heav'n and e^rth. 
By reditude, by piety and truth, 
father, and fon, and brother, fifft were known ! 
All, whom the ties of blood unite, from thee 
Have learnt, by name, to afcertain their kind. 

Milton has decked himfelf with the fpoils of 
all nations, who have produced any thing fit for 
his purpofe; even a Batavian divine could not 
cfcape him. 

Do£tor Bentley^ who firft endeavoured to a- 
pen the eyes of the Engliih nation, with regard 
to Paradife Lojl^ and criticized freely on all the 
pafl^es of that poenij that were obnoxious to 
cenfure, (for he thought it polluted with men- 
flxous defedations, and was for expunging be- 
twixt feven or eight hundred lines, as quite fo- 
reign to the nature and eilence of fuch a per- 
formance;) the doftor, I fay, remarks on the firft 
line of Milton's encomium on marriage. 

Hail Wedded love! Myfterious law ! B. i v. 75(1 

that myfterious Law is a very improper exprefli- 
on, and implies a feeming contradidtion. He is of 
opinion, inftead of the word lawy we fliould 
fubftitute league^ and thinks that Milton adually 
didated it fo, I fuppofe the doftor meant, 
ihould have done fo : for his phantom or per- 

fona 
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fona of an editor, interpolating the work, is 
but a mere cbimaera, and impoffible, in the na^ 
tare of things, to be true ; as the dodlor well 
Knew hinxfelf, and fcrupled not to acknowledge 
on proper occafions. Whatever faults, then, arc 
charged by the dodlor to the account of the edi- 
tor, muft all be underftood to be levelled at the 
author himfelf, and to rebound upon him; 
though the critic thought it impolitic to avow 
as much. Whether Milton di<9:ated leaguCy ih-p. 
ftead of lawy in this jdace, I fhall not at pre- 
fent determine: this, however, I am fure of; 
that if the doiSor was alive at this day, and read 
the verfes I have cited from Staphorflius^ he 
would fmcy^ that no fmall weight was added to 
his argument, and his conjefture was moft hap- 
pily fupported, by finding the word he contends 
for, authorized by the original ; I mean *fcedus 
rather than kx, 

I do not fay, that, becaufe Stapborfiius wrote 
fasdus not leXy Milton was, therefore, neceflarily 
obliged, to confine himfelf to his original, in cafe 
he tbeught he could fubftitute a more proper 
word.: but if the word, ufed by Milton^ appears 
kfs proper than th^t in the original, 'tis poffibl^ 



* §<?e |h^ fifft Jineof A^laft L^ paflige. 
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a blunder may have crept into the text, and one 
word been fubftituted in place of another: and J 
know not, but many of the learned doctor's con- 
je6hires may be confirmed, by having recourfc 
to the original authors, which we are now ab- 
lutely fure Milton had in hi$ eye, in compofing 
his poem, 

I cannot help thinking, but that Milton has 
borrowed, firom this author, a great part of the 
noble hymn, fung by Adam and Eve in their 
ftate of innocence ; which is nothing more, than 
a liberal paraphrafe on the uniyerfal Hallelujah j 
as it is called, or the hundred and forty-eighth 
pfalm, interfperfed with fome paflages taken 
from the fong of the three children. Staphor^ 
ftius has given us a tolerable paraphrafe of the 
fame pfalm; and I am ascertain, that Milton 
had this work before him, as that I have it be- 
fore me now. A great part of it is taken from 
the HeJJian verfion of the pfalms, which fhews 
how common it is, for one poet to tranfcribe 
from another. The author, indeed, took care 
to inform us, in his preface, that whatever he 
met with, fit for his purpofe, in the writings of 
Qthers, he, without fcruple, inferted in his 
poem; by which frank confeilion, he has fecured 
himfelf againft the imputation of plagiarifm. 
The contrary courfc, Milton may boaft of, as 

peculiar 
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peculiar to himfelf. But let lis attend to Sta^ 
phorjiiusy who, for near a century, has been quite 
buried in obfcurity. 

Coeleftes animse! fublimia templa tenentes, 
Laudibus adcumulate Deum^fuper omnia magnum ! 
Dicamus pariter! vox una per aethera tranet! 
-flEterno coeli regi, vitaeque parent!, 
Gloria! laus! et honor! majeftas fumma! tibique. 
Magna Dei fobbles ! agne inculpate Jehovse I 
Onmia In illuftri lucentia fidera codo ! 
Laudibus innumeris fummi iint plena TonantisI 
Onmes et montes, etproxima culmina coelo, 
Noblfcum magni fubfultent laude Jehovae ! 
Ignis edax rerum, permixti grandine nimbi, 
- Digna fbnent domini praeconia ! et omne volantum 
Reptiliiunque genus cun£him, pecudefque, feraeque, 
Seu vos terra gravis teneat, feu limpidus aer, 
Cun£la tonent Domini laudes ! bona munera I fa£ta 
Admiranda Dei ! toto fplendentia mundo I 
Terrarum reges ! populique I ac fceptra tenentcs ! 
Imberbes pueri ! juvenes! teneraeque puellae! 
Atque aevo graviore fenes ! mundumque per omnenii 
Indigenae ! qua terra patet, qua currlt Olympus, 
Nobifcumlaudate Deum! celebrate Tonantem! 
Tu quoque nunc animi vis tota ac maxuma noftri ! 
Tota tui in Domini grates diflblvere laudes ! 
Aurora redeunte nova, redeuntibus umbris. 
Immenfum! auguftum! verum! infcrutabile numen! 
Summe Deus I fobolefque Dei I conforfque duorum, 
Spiritus ! aeternas retines, bone re£lor! habenas> 

Per 
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Exiftens, celebrabo tu^Sy memorique fonabo 
Organico pleib'o laudes. Tc peftoi'e amabo, 
Te primumy et medium, et fummum, fed fine carentett^ 
O miris mirande modis ! ter maxiitie rerukn ! 

Colluftrat terras dum linuAe Titan £00! 

* 

Celeftial fpiritsF of lofty re^ms poflefs'd. 

To the great God exalt your ceafelefs praife. 

Let men too praife him ! let th' united voice 

Pour hallelujahs thro' the liquid air ! 

To heav'n's eternal king, parent of life, . 

Glory, and praife, and honour be afcrib'd. 

And majefty fupreme ! The fame to thee, 

yehovah*s offspring ! holy Lamb of God ! 

Ye orbs of light, that gild the heav'ns, be fully 

jbiyour wide circuit, of the thund'rer's praife! 

Ye mountains, and ye fununits, reaching heav'n,- 

Leap with the praife of your great maker, God ! 

Devouring flames, and ihow'rs with hail-ftones mixfy? 

Sound forth the Lord's praife worthily! Ye fowls,- 

Ye fi(h, ye reptile race, beafts wild and tame. 

All that inhabit earth, or limpid air ! 

jfehoval/s ails, his mercies, all his works 

Of might, rcfplcndent o'er the world, refound ! 

Kings, rulers, people, beardlefs boys, young mei> 

And tender virgins, fires who bend with age; 

All earth's inhabitants, where earth extends, 

Or the Cerulean pure diffufes light, 

With us praife God, and celebrate his pow'r! 

And thou, my foul ! with mighty ardor fir'd. 

While th« bright morn, or gloomy night returns. 



Drilblveyour powers in gratitude and praifef 
Great God! immenfe! auguft! infcrutable! 
And thoU) coequal Son ! Thou Spirit bleft ! 
From Sire and Son proceeding; who alone. 
Kind ruler! hold'ft the reins of heav'n and earthy 
And the broad fea ; great one-exiftent God ! 
Thy lofty praife, with organs and with harps, 
PU ever found ; thee with my foul will love, 
• Thee firft, thee laft, thee midft, thee without end F 
While with his li^t the fun informs the worlds 

Whoever confiders this paffage attentively,, 
muft furely be convinced of the tnith of my af- 
fertion. Milton's poraphrofe, indeed, is vaftly 
aipre diiKifed, with which he has alfo blended^ 
feveral thoughts^ from the Grotian paraphrafe of 
the hundred and fourth pfalm, particularly to* 
wards the eoncluiion, where he introduces our 
&ft parents praying, that all good may be cc»i-« 
ferred, and all evil averted, according to the te- 
nor of the pfalm, and GrotiuiS verfion^ for, in 
the hundred and forty-eighth pfalm, there is not 
one fyUable relative to any fuch petition. He 
wanted only the firft hint, which, when once 
gained^, he was extremely happy at enlarging * 
and improving. 

I proceed now to another author, the famous 
Cajpar Barlausy . whom not a few learned men 
regard, as the beft poet of the laft century: 
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though, at the fame time, I am not ignordnt, 
that others have entertained a quite diiFerent opi- 
nion of his merit. But be that as it will, he 
has tranflated into Latin verfe, in a Very elegant 
manner, feveral pieces of Jacobus Catfius^ an ex- 
cellent Dutch poet, on matrimonial fubjedts. 
Among thefe, the fifft in order and dignity, as 
well as the longeft, is one, entitled Paradifus^ 
or an Epithalamium on the marriage of Adam 
and Eve: a performance truly fublime! It 
conlifts of between eight and nine hundred 
lines, the fubftancc of which Milton has in- 
ferted in various places of his Paradife Loft^ 
I (hall only produce one pafl&ge from this 
work, both becaufe Barlaus's poems are in ma« 
ny hands, and becaufe the tafk would be 
endlefs of purfuing our author through his num- 
berlefs mazes and labyrinths. The pafTage 19 
remarkable, and is as follows : 



Et jam defcendere cemo. 



Nubila qui rumpet curru, celerefque beatus 
Fledlet in aftra rotas; fequitur fine patre facerdos^ 
Et typicus fine matre fenex; cui deinde fubibunt 
Juftitiae re£tique tenax, trabibufque fuperftes, 
Et tumidis elapfus aquis ! infra£laque geftans 
Peftora Thariades; gradienfque per aequora vatcs 
Legifer, et totas acies et caftra ruenti 
Subducens du£lor pelago : nee ftemmate tanto 
Degener auguftis defpe^mapalia fceptris 

4 Mutabit 
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Mutabit Jeilae foboles, clarufque triumphis^ 
Regali viftor juvenis fpedlabitur oftro. 
Quin patri fefe comitem felicior addet 
Filius, et quo non regum fapientior alter, 
JUra dabit populis, et belli nefciet iras. 
Hie piis" nobis dclubra ingentia coeptis, 
Templaque cohftituet cuhitis celeberrima templi% 
Et famae devota meae: Quln claffibus ibit. 
Dives iibi afEduis torrebitur ignibus Afer, 
£t timiduih quaeret cdbcis in rupibus aurum. 

Ev'n now, I clearly fee from thee defccnds 

(^7)He, who with chariot fierce pierced thro* the clouds,- 

And, happy, drove his wheels above the ftars ! 

The wondVous prieft next follows, tuibegot. 

Unborn, Melchifedecy great type of Chrift! 

Him next fucceeds {b) Noah^ the good and juft. 

The builder of the ark, who brav'd the flood. 

Next Tharc^s fon, [c) tlie faithful Abraham^ 

Of foul unfhaken ftill ! and^ next appears. 

The prophet and the law-giver^ who drown'd 

(i) Proud Phareah and his hoft in the red fea,- 

Thro* which he firft convey'd the chofen tribes. 

{e) The feed of Jejfe^ high honour of his race ! 

For regal feat fiis lowly cottage fcorns j 

And, yet a ftripling, from the bloody field. 

With victory and laurels crown'd, returns, 

(/) His fon, more happy, fills his father's thxX)ite; 

{a) P. L. B. xi. 670 and 706. (Jb) — 719. (0 B. xii 
152. {d) — 194 — 199 — 212 and 215. {e) — 326 
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Joannes Fox* 
Tu, Pfychephone! 



Hypocrifis efto ; hocfub Francifci pallio^ 
^0 ttito te£fifefe ^redunt emori, 

Pfychephone, be thou hypocrify^ under this cloak of good 
St. Francis j enwrapped in which^ fond votaries think they 
fafely may encounter death* 

Milton. 

And they who, to be fure of Paradife^ 

Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 

Or in Francifcan think to pafs difguis'd. B. iii. 478 

In like manner, our author has borrowed from 
one of the tragedies of yohannes Francifcm 
^intianuSy the fpirited dialogue betwixt Satan 
and Gabriely relating to the excurfion of the former 
out of hell, with a view to elude his pain, which 
we have towards the end of his fourth book i 
and that paflage at the beginning of the eighth 
book, where Raphael requefls Adam to relate 
the manner of his formation, which he was ig- 
norant of, on account of his abfence on a com- 
miflion of great importance, 'Tis true, that in 
this laft from ^intianusy the collocutors are 
yobn and Peters whofe conference refers folely 
to the laft judgment ; but the manner in which 
the requeft is made, and the reafon affigned for 

making it, are perfectly fimilar in both. 

Joannes 
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Joannes Franciscus Qitintianus. 

Aic. Cur hue procaci veneris curfu refer ? 

Manere Ji quis infua pot eft dom^ 

Habitare numquam curet alienas domos. 
Lruc. Sluhnon^ reliRa Tartar! nigri domoy 
, Veniret ? Ulic fumma tenebrarum lues, 

Ubi pedor ingens redolet extremum fitum. 

Hie autem amcena regna, et dulcis quies 5 

Ubi ferenus ridct seternum dies. 

Mutare volupe eft pondus immenfum levi. 

Summos dolores maximifque gaudiis. 

Mic&jf, wi^h encroaching foot why covift thou here ? 

If any one can in his houfe ahide^ 

He little will regard another's home. 
Luc. TVhoy leaving gloomy Tartarus' horrid realms^ 

Would not come here ? There plagues and forrow dwell, 

Eflential darknefs, and wide-ifluing ftench : 

Here pleafure fits enthroned, and balmy peace. 

And fmiling funs eternally invite, 

*T!s joyous J to exchange for torment eafe^ 

Milton, 

To whom with ftem regard thus Gabriel fpake. 
Why haft thou, Satan ! broke the bounds prefcrib'd 

To thy tranfgreffions ? • 

^ Employ'd, it feems, to violate fleep, and thofe , 
Wbofe dwelling God hath planted here in blifs ? 
To whom thus Satan^ with contemptuous brow : 

Lives there, who loves his pain ? 

Who would not, finding way, break loofe from helU 

I 3 "CV^^ 
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Tho' thither doom'd ? thou would'ft thyfelf, no doubt. 

And boldly venture to whatever place, 

Farthfsft from pain ; iirfiere thou might'ft hope to change 

Torment with eafe, and fooneft recompcnfe 

Dole with delight ; which in this place I fought* 

B. iv. 877 

QUINTIANUS. 

Joan.Stvtrt noftri claviger qubndam laris ! 
Humana cujus regna tremuen^nt caput I 
Effare qualis meta poenarum fuit 
Adjcfla miferis : quave verbonun face 
Prolata fuerit judicis fententia. 
Nam quumfuperbos repptdtt Chrlftus^ procul 
Aberam : potentis Virginis faSius comes 5 
^um lotus tUamfumpJit in gretnio Pater. 

Impartial keeper of the keys of heav'n ! 

Whofe pow'r the kingdoms of the earth rever*d \ 

Sayy what the meafureof the punifhment 

Atvarded 'gainft th* unjuft ? With what dread voice 

Did the unerring judge his fentence give ? 

For when the proud delinquents Chrijl with/corn 

RejeSfed-i I was ahfeht ; on thyjieps 

Attendant J virgin mother ! when with joy 

TV almighty fire recei^dd thee to his hreafi* 

Milton. 
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Say, therefore, on: 



For I that day was abfent, as befel. 
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obfcu;'e. 
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Far, on excurfion tow'rd the gates of hell. 

But thy relation now : for I attend, 

Pleas'd with thy words, no lefs than thou with mine. 

B. viii. 228 and 247 

From the Jbrabamus Sacrificans of T^heodorus 
Bezay written originally in French, and after- 
wards tranflated into Latin, ' firft by Jacomotius^ 
and then by Jacobus Bruno, where the adion is 
fo pathetically delineated, that the learned Ste- 
phen Pafquier aflures us, he could never read it, 
without feeling the moft fenfible emotion, and 
even fliedding tears ; from this tragedy, I fay, 
Milton has taken the hint of one of the fineft and 
moft furprizing images in all Paradife Loji, 
namely, that where he reprefents the devil, re- 
lenting, as it were, and fhrinking from his hel- 
lifli purpofe of feduclng man to difobedience 
againft his maker. 

. Theodorus Beza, 

Sat. Stygemque teftor, & profunda Tartari, 
Nifi iqipcdirct livor, & quels profequor 
Odia fupremum numen, atque hominum genus, 
Pietate motus hinc patris, & hlnc filii, 
Poflem parenti condolere & filio, 
Quafi exuifTem omnem tnalitiam ex pe£):ore. 

I here alteft black flyx, and hell profound, 
Pid not fell envy hinder, and the hate 
I bear to God and man, with pity mov'd 

I 4 ^^ 
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" Of fon and father, I could both con«lpl^. 
As if my antient hate I had abjur'd. 

Milton, 

That fpace the evil one abftra£ied ftood 

From his own evil, and for the time remained 

Stupidly good \ of enmity difarm'd. 

Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge, R ix. 463 

From the Sedecbias of Carolus Malapertius (a 
nioft exquifite performance, and nothing inferior 
to the beft of thofe tragedies, which arc tranf- 
mitted to us, under the name of Seneca) befides 
feveral other beautiful hints, Milton borrows his 
comparifon of Eve with Pandora. 

Carolus Malapertius. 

Crcduli quondam vitio mariti 

Fceminx ad fraudes patuijTe narrant 

Pyxidcm aerumnis gravidam, malifque : 

Indc morborum incubuiffe terris 

Agmen, & totum tenuiiTe mundum. 

Haec fide vates memorent Pelafga, 

•Et coll ad lumpn cekbrent aniles, 

Eva Pandoram facit innocentem, 

£t capi blanks facilis maritas 

UxoRius Adam, 

'Tis feid, that by a cred'lous huftand's fault, 
A box with curfes and with ills furcharg'd, 
^as op'd to ferve a fubtle wopian's frauds. 
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yrom whence of dire difeafes a large troop 
Came rufhing forth, and fpread o'er all the earth. 
Let bards with Grecian faith thefe tales recite. 
And antient m^ons o'er their diftaffs prate : 
Eve render? innocent Pandora^s crime ; 
And Adam^ by hi§ wife too foon beguil'd, 
iSlave to enticing words, and beauties lure ! 

• Milton. 

What day the genial angel to our fire 
Brought her, in naked beauty more adorn'd, 

I 

More lovely than Pandora j whom the gods 

Endow'd with all their gifts, (and O, too like 

In fad event!) when to th* unwifer fon 

Of Japhet brought hj Hermes j (he infuar'd 

Mankind with her fair looks, to be aveng'4 

On him whp had ftole Jove''s authentic fire, 

B.iv. 71a 

From the prologue of the Her odes Infant ici da 
of Daniel Heinfius^ he , has taken a good part 
of the catalogue or enumeratioji of the gods of 
jthe antient heathens. 

J^ANIEL HeINSIUS. 

Nec fat furori eft. Quifque divifit fuos, 

fst facra roille, miUe diftinxit modos, 

Parsjlatnmeum Titanis immenji caputy 

Pars aftra murido lapfii diverfo colit. 

lUinc Gehinna vallisy ^ dirum nefas^ 

Qapd Caucafi pniina> quod Taurus ferox, 

Totaque 



[ 122 ] 

Totaque trepidus mente refiigiat Scythes. 
Fremtus cruentos inter fef trijies modos 
Stat exfecrandi confcim faari fater 
Natumqui lotus fpeStat^ i^ tcrreti fvum. 
Hinc pi fee Dagon junSfuSy hinc duplex genus ^ 
Immanis After eitha^ ^ infams Peory 
£t numcn omne Belus, & Sors, omniuxlv, 
Hinc gens Canopi^ prima fallaces fihi 
Mentita Divosy Iftdis lufhim fuae 
Et non repcrtum queftibus fratrem fonat^ 
Siftrumque tollit. Sacra palantis Dea 
Tadafque niatris Ennadotalis colit; 
Semper que natum quarity & femper gem it. 



Nor here their madnefs ftays. Each on9 



Sele&s his gods--a thoufand facr^ rites 
Eftabllfhing, a thoufand difF'rcnt mode^. 
Pari fvorjhip mighty Titan'i flaming head; 
Part fallen ftars around the fpacious earth. - 
Somd black Gehenna^ s vale, and direful guilty 
At which Caucafean blafts, and Taurus fierce. 
And frighted Scythia, trembling, ftand agh^, 
Midft bloody JhoutSy and melancholy fingSy 
The father, witnefs to th* accurfed rites. 
Stands joyful, and beholds his fon expire 
Midft raging flames — and lights the fim'ralpih. 
Some worfljip Dagon, flfl) with man conjoined; 
Some Afteroth \ fome Peor's luflful ftirine^ 
And Belial fome, and Fortune fome adore,' 
Then -^gypt, fuperjlitious, firjl devoid 
4 tr^in of lying gods. Her Ifis grief 



WiA 
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I 

With plaints fhe mourns, her brother yet unfoun4, 
And beats her timbrels. Of the wandering goddefs 
The rites matemaU doital £nna adores ^ 
And ever feeksy and ever mourns her childf 

Milton. 



*■ Titan^ heav'p's firft born ! P. Z. B. i, 510 

Firft Moloch, horrid king, befmear'd with blood 

Of human facrifice^ and p^ents tears; 

Tho', for the noifc of drums and timbrels loud. 

Their childrens cries unheard, that paft thro' fire 

To his grini idol ' lb. 39^ 

. _ . And made his grove 

The pleafant valley of Hinnon-y Tophet thenc^ 

And Hack Gehenna call'd, the -type of hell. lb. 403 

Dagon his nstme ; fea-monffer I upward mm 

And downvrard fifh. ... ■ . .^ . lb. 461 

, — " Had general names 

Of Bacflim^ and AJhtaroth \ thofe male, 

Thefe feminine,—*—— lb. 4^1 

^ext ChemoSy th* obfcene dread of MoaVs fons. 

Peor his other name, when he entice 

Jfrael in Sittirtiy on their iJiarch from Ntkj 

To do YAtn wanton rites, which coft them woe, 

Yet thpnce his luftful cr^es he inlarg'd 

pven to that hill of fcahdal, by the grove 

Of ^fe^A honiicidc; luft hard by hate. lb. 406, 4x2 

■ — — . After thefe appeared 

A crew, who, under names of old renown, 

{0/!ris, Ifisy Orrsy and their train,) 

"^Vith monftrbus ffiapes and forceries abus'd 
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Fanatic Mgypt, and her priefts. — ■■■ ■ ■ B. i. 476 

.»»■ — Not that fair field 

Of Enna^ where Proferpine gathering flow'rs, 

Herfelf a fairer flow'r, by gloomy Dis 

Was gather'd, which coft Ceres all that pain 

To feek her thro' the world. B. iv. 268 

iFrom Phineas Fief cherts Latin fatjrr againft 
the Jefuits, in conjunftion with MafeniuSy Mil- 
ton has borrowed tlie turn and fpirit of Satan's 
ipeeches, before, at, and after the grand conful- 
tation held at PanJamonium j and were it not 
ihzi Fletcher wrote unqueflionably before Milton^, 
I fhould be of opinion that the former had plun- 
dered thq latter, rather than the contrary, fo 
like is Fletchers devil to Milton\ 

Phineas Fletcher, 

> 

Nee tamen atemos obliti (abfifte timierc) 
Vnquam animos, fejftque ingentes p$nimus iras. 
Nee fas 5 nonjic defieimus^ nee talia tecum 
GeiBmus, in ccelos oUm tua figna fecutu 
Eft hie, eft vita? et magni contemptor olympi, ' 

* t 

Quique oblatam animus lucis nunc refpuat aulam, 

Et domiti tantum placeat cui regia cceli. 

Ne dubita, numqu^m fra6iri& hsec pe<Slora, numquam 

Deficient animis : prius ille ingentia cceli 

Atria, defertofque aeternae lucis altimnos 

Deftituens, Erebum admigret noftemque profiindam. 

j;t Stygiis n^utet radiantia lumina flammis. 

In 
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In promptu caufa eft : fupereft invi£fa voluniai^ 
Immortale odium^ vinS£fa etfava cupicb. 

Nor will we lay ajide (drive hence your fears) 
OtdT deathlefs courage^ our enormous wrathj 
Or weartedy or forgetful. No, *twere bafe !— 
ff^e yield notfo-y nor fuch mean feats attempt. 
As when with you we pourM our war on heav'n. 
Behold a mind refolv'd, who heav'n and life 
Contemns ; who here the proferr'd realms of light 
Reje£b 5 whom heav'n fiibdu'd alone can pleafe. 
Doubt not y this foul, this breaft fhall never fail- 
Sooner fhall heav'n's almighty king, our foe. 
Forego his blifsful refidence, renounce 
The fervice of his cringing vaflal-crew. 
Wander thro' gloomy hell and night profound. 

And change his radiant beams for Stygian flames# 
The reaibn's juft : unconquer*d yet remains 
Our willy our hate immortaly our fell luji 
Of boundlefs vengeance, 

Milton. 



What tho' the field be loft ? 



All is not loft; th* unconquerable will, 
And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate. 
And courage never to fubmit or yield. B. i. 105 

^ From xhtBaptiftes of Buchanariy which Milton 
tranflated, Mr. Francis Peck is of opinion, that 
he has transferred not a few thoughts into hisP^z- 

radife 
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i'ddife Loft ; which any one may fee, who will 
give himfelf the trouble to confult the preface 
prefix'd to his edition of that trstgedy. Now it 
is certain fliat Mr. Peck had no profefs'd defign 
to difcover Miltori^ refources; yet he fpends 
near an hundred pages of a quarto volume in 
tracing his imitatio;is both of antient and modern 
authors, particularly the fathers. 

To prove that my charge is not unjufl, be- 
fides the paflages adduced by Mr, Peck, fo clear 
that no one can conteft them, I affirm that thefe 
two lines, in the introduAion of Paradife Lofty 

And chiefly thou, O fpirit ! that doft prefer 
Before all temples th' upright heart and pure.— 

derive their exiftence from the following moft 
beautiful one^s of our celebrated countryman ; a 
man of a fertile wit and prodigious learning, 
whofe principles, as well as poetry, Milton has 
ftriftly copied : for which reafon a learned gen- 
tleman ufed, no lefs wittily, than truly, to call 
him, Simia Buchanani. The lines referred to are 
as follow, 

Non fceptra fpeiSht, non parentum ftenxmat^> 
Decufve formae, aut regias opes deus ^ 
Polluta nullo cor da fed contagio 
Crudelltatis^ Fraudis l^ Lihldinis : 
Hoc ilk ten^lo ffiritus capitur facers 

Let 
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Let us advert to Milton's tranflation of Bucba^ 
nan's paffage, and fee if we cannot difcover an 
pxadt refemblance between the thought in that, 
and the Hues juft cited from his Paradife Loft, 

• 

God neither fceptre, parents, noble ftock. 
Beauty, nor kingly riches, doth refpedl j 
But hearts that no contagion of deceit ^ 
Of luji or cruelty doth once pollute : 
The holy fpirit in this temple rejls. 

Any one who is not quite blind iltay perceive 
that the one is an exadt tranfcript of the other, 

or elfe there is no fuch thing as copying in na- 
ture. 



I 
t 



•. ' In Milton's paper, found in Trinity College^ 
Cambridge^ the title of this very tragedy, Bap^ 
tijies^ occurs, amongft fifty or fixty others, all on 
iacred fubjedis 3 from whence, as is evident from 
the paflages already quoted, he derived no fmall 
affiftance in compofing his Paradife Loft. And 
tho' that fatal manufcript of his was lately 
brought to light to reflect honour on him, for 
fuch the reverend Mr. Birch informed me was 
his view in making it public ; yet, from the 
ufe I have made of it, it ferves for a quite con^ 
trary purpofe. 

This 



I 
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This detection of Mi If on s refources affords de- 
tnonflration fufficient of the grofs miftake Mr. 
Richard/on the painter (not to fay the world iii 
general) lay under, wha, tho^ he ingenuoiifly 
owns, that Milton made ufe of all the afliftance 
hq could pofTibly find, in compofing his Paradije 
Lojl^ was yet of opinion that he could meet with 
no conliderable helps on the fubjeft, either in 
antient or modern writingSj as no author had 
wrote any thing refembling Milton s argument: 
but how erfoneous this opinion was, the learned 
and judicious reader, by this time, muft be 
abundantly convinced. Mt. Richard/on, indeed, 
honeftly confefles, that he was not mafter of the 
learned languages ; that he could not read the 
Greek and Latin authors in their refpedtive ori- 
ginals : if fo, he could be no more a competent 
judge of the argument, than a blind man can 
be a proper judge of colours. But then he 
informs us, he faw with a borrowed perfpedlive, 
his fon's optics. But with all due deference to 
thele two gentlemen, I muft take the liberty to 
fay, that his borrow'd optics were very falla-^ 
ciou*^. If a blind man cannot fee the fun, (hin-* 
ing in his meridian, it is not owing to a defed 
in that glorious luminary, but in the unfortu-' 
nate perfon who is deprived of the ufe of fight. 

I 
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I how proceed to another author, the cele- 
orated Fridericus Tatibmannus^ profeflor of poe- 
try and eloquence in the uiiiverfity of fVittem^ 
berg in Germany. This gentleman, in the early 
part of his life, attempted to write a poem in. 
three books, entitled, Bellum Angelicutn^ or the 
war of the angels. It confifts of about nine 
hundred lines, and appears to be a very mafterly 
performance, for fo young an adventurer in poetry; 
'Tis pity the author did not fini/h it, when he 
arrived at full maturity of judgment and poeti- 
cal abilitieSi But fuch as it is, Milton has ferved 
himfelf moft liberally with it, and formed from 
it the beft part of his fixth book, by far the 
moft fiiblitrie in his whole poem. The paflagey 
imitated, of rather tranflited by Miltcn^ are fo 
numerous, that^ ihfqrt them all, I muft nearly 
tranfcribe the whole work : I fhall therefore in- 
fift only on a few, but thofe very ftriking. 

The firft 1 fliall offer contains a defcription of 
Lucifer's perfon, perfeftly fimilar to that iliort 
onci which Milton gives off him, towards the 
beginning of his feventh book^ where he affirms 
that he excelled his affociates in beauty, as much 
as the ftar of that name farp^tifed the other' 
ftars. 

m 
s 



Milton* 

Know then, that after Lucifer from heav'n . 
(So call him, 4)righter once amidft the hoft 
' Of angels, than that ftar the ftars among) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep. 

B. vii. 131 
Taubmannus. 

Senferat haec (quis enim non talia fentiat ?) in fe 
Lucifer, ante alios Genius pulcerrimus omnesy 
Flos Superuniy facieque nimis fpe£iabilis alia i 
Tanto confortes inter prajlantior omnes 
Ibat in augufta divini principis aula, 
^uanto fplendidior, quamfdera cater a y fulget 
Hefperus j &f quautOy quam Vefperus, aurea Phcebe* 

Great Lucifer (for who would not ?) perceiv'd 
With thefe celefiial gifts himfelf endow'd j 
An angel y beauteous far beyond the reji ; 
Of fpirits chief of mofl exalted mien. 
Excelling all his peers ! Within the court 
Of heav'n's great king, fuperior too he walk'd. 
As Hefperus Jhines among the morning flari. 
Or filver Phcebe *mong the Jlars of Eve. 

Milton^ in his fifth book, affigns God's ap-^ 
pointment of his fon, to be the head and ruler 
of all the angelic hofts, as the caufe of the re- 
volt in heaven. This fome critics have feverely 
blamed him for. But the truth is, he derived 
his blemifhes, as well as his beauties, from other 

writers : 
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writers: for this very fentimeht, which has been 
objeded to him as erroneous, is taken from the 
young Taubman. 

Milton. 



But, not fo wak'd 



Satan : (fo call him now, his former name ^ 
Is heard no more in heaven) he of the firft. 
If not the firft arch-angel, great in pow'r, 
In favour, and pre-eminence^ yet fraught 
With envy 'gainift the fon of God, that day 
Honoured by his great father, and4)roclaim'd 
jMeJftah^ king anointed, could not bear 
Thro' pride that fight, and thought himfelf impair'd. 

P. i.B-v.657 

And to the fkme purpofc fome few pages 

afterwards ; 

Thrones ! domination^ ! princed6ms ! virtues ! pow'rs ! 

If thefe magnific titles yet remain. 

Not merely titular ! fmce by decree 

Another now hath to himfelf engrofs'd 

All pow'r, and us eclips'd, under the name 

Of king anointed ; for whom all this hafte 

Of midnight-march, and hurry'd meeting here 5 

This only to'confult, how we may beft. 

With what may be devis'd of honours new. 

Receive him, coming to jiecdve from us 

Knee tribute yet unpaid, proifaration vile f 

Too much to one! but double, boiy endur'd ! 

To one, and to his una^ now proclsdm!d \ 

K 2 T^>^^^ 



But, what if better counfels might ereft 

Our minds, and teach us to caft off this yoke i 

Will ye fubmit your necks, and chufe to bend 

The fupple knee ? ye will not, if I truft 

To know you right j -or if ye know yourfdves 

Natives, and fons of heav'n ; pofleft before 

By none, and If not equal all, yet free* B. v. 772 

Taubmannus. 

Tune, ait, imperio regere omnia folus ? & una 
Filius ifte tuus, qui fe tibi fubjiclt ultro, 
Ac genibus minor ad terram profternit, & ofFert 
Ncfcio quos toties animi fervilis honores ? 
£t tamen aetemi proles aeterna Jehovae 
Audit ab 2Btherea lutedque propagine mundi. 
(Scilicet hunc natum dixifti, cunda regentem; 
Ccelitibua regem cundis, dominumque fupremum) 
Huic ego Jim fupplex ? ego ? quo prxflantior alter 
Non agit in fuperis. Mihi jus dabit ille, fuum qui 
Dat caput alterius fub jus ic vincula legum ? 
Semideus reget ifte polos? regetavia terrae? 
Me preflum leviore manu fortuna tenebit ? 
Et cogar atemum duplici fervire Tyranno ? 
Haud ita. Tu folus non poUes fortibus aufis. 
Non ego fie cecidi, nee fie mea fata premuntur, 
Ut nequeam relevare caput, eolloque fuperbum 
Excutere imperium. Mihi fi mea dextra favebit, 
Audeo totius mihi jus promittere mundi. 



... ' 

Doft thou, faid he, then govern all things ? thoif 

And thy beloved fon, who willingly 
Himfelf to thee (ub^e^) ^tvd^ vafial-Uke^ 
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Proftrate upon his knees falls on the ground, 

OfF'ring I know not what obeifance low. 

Sure indication of a fervilc mind ? 

And yet is own'd by a vile upftart race, 

Th' eternal offspring of th* eternal Lord j 

And angels, race divine! the fame avow : 

(Thou haft declar'd him fon, regent o'er all \ 

O'er heav'nly fpirits king and lord fupreme,) 

To him muft I fubrmffhe cringe ? even I ? 

Than in^om in heav'n a greater fcarce i« known. 

And muft he laws to me prefcribe, who bends 

His fubje£i: head beneath ahother's yoke? 

What ! (hall that mongrel-god rule heaven, rule earth ? 

Shall fate with hand unequal bear me down ? 

And muft I drag a double tyrants chain ? 

Not lb ! for pow'r is not your fmgle claim ! 

I fpll not thus ! nor is my ftate fo low, 

That I can't rear my head j nor from my neck 

Shak^ off this empire proud. If my right hand 

Mifgives me not, in bold aiid puiflant deeds 

I daim a right o'er all created things. 

And hope to gain the tyranny of heav'n ! 

In tihe fixth book (the greateft part of which 
I have already obferved, is ungeneroufly copied 
from this YQungGerman) Milton introduces more 
than once Satan j^ and his infernal crew, fcoffing 
at and reviling their adyerfaries, in the affureci 
hope of vidory. 

K, 3 So 



[ 134- ] 

So fpake the prince of angds : to whom thus 
The adverfary. Nor thinij^ thou with wind 
Of airy threats to awe, whom yet with doeds 
Thou canft not* Haft thou turn'd tb© k^ of tiicfe 

To flight ? ■ . ' ; ^ ^. 

P. A a vi. a8i 

And again, 

■> JBut now 



i fee that moft through floth bad rather ferve^ 
Miniftring fpirits, train'd up in feaft and fong! 
Such haft thou ara^'d^ the minflrelfy of heav'hy 
Servility with freedom to contend : ! ... , . 

As) both their deeds compared, this day {baltpravt. 

lb* 1^5 

To thefe wc may zdi, 

... 

Though, for poffeflion, put to try once more 
What thou, and thy gay legions dare agajnft^ 
Whofe eafier bufinefs were to ferve their lord ^ 
liigb up in heav'n, with fongs to hymn his tlirone 
And praftis'd diftances to cringe, not fight. 

B. iv,. 9^41 

Taubman, undoubtedly fuggefted this unbe- 
comin^ raillery and ill-timed farcafin. 

" Plura locuturum Draco rurfum excepit. An aimis 
Venifti, an lingu^ mecum certare magiftra ? 
Ncquidquam increpitas. Jufer terrere minaci 
Garrulitate meos ; dum fpe cauflaris iriani - ' 

Kefcio quern Jovam ; qui fe non vendicat ipfum 
Pefpeftu, fatoque, meis quod molior armis. 

Dextra 
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Dextra mihi Deus^ & ftridens haec lancea, quacum 
Experiar, fitne in coela, quod Marte domari 
Non queat, & nota inferni virtute Draconis. 

While more he efla/d to fpeak, the dragon fell 
Thus interrupts his words : fay, 'art thou come 
In arms, or fubtle fpeech, with me to ftrive? 
Your brawling threats are vain : think not to fright 
My brave ajfociaiesj %vith your empty prate ; 
While for a vain pretext, with fruitlefs hope, 
I know not what Almighty you pretend. 
Who cannot guard himfelf, by all his pow'r. 
From that contempt and fate I now prepare 
To hurl upon him by my conquering arms^ 
My god's this right hand, and this lance ^ with which 
I mean to try th' omnipotence of heaven ! 

And again, 

Gynmafiis aderit doftis exercita pubes, 
Non eaftris ; vix arma ferens : qmbm otla cordis 
Et cithara^ i5f cantus: tantumque fmare Jehovafn 
Laude fuum do^i. Tali cum milite res efi ! 

Young beardlefs fprit'es well-vers'd in fchools not dampsj^ 
Scarce able to bear arms, will now appear. 
Songs y harps y and indolence^ their fouls delight % 
Taught only to refund their tyranfs ptaife : 
Thefe are the mighty obje^fs of our war ! 

Milton defcribes the motion of the angelic arniy 

thus. 



On they move, 



Jndiffolubly firm ; nor obvious hill, ^ 

K 4 ^^^' 
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Nor ftrait'ning vale, nor wood, nor ftream divided 
Their pcrfeft ranks ; for high above the ground 
Their march was, an4 the paffiye air upbore 
Their nimble tread. — -i P. L. B. vi. 6? 

The German poet held out the lighted torch, 
&nd fhewed him this thought in the following 

paflage. 

Juffi prorumpunt : atqtu mus elite lapfu 
Tranfmittunt campos, pronique ad dsemonis antrum. 
^ajuga^ qua vaUes, et ,qiia via nulla feruntur % 
Jamque humle^^ jafnque elatos fublinu videres 
Per rapidamque viam ferri^ y ^olitare per ^hr^m^ 

Grdcr'd, they fally forth ; with nimble courfe 
Swiftly they crpfs the plains, to Satan's cave. 
Oer hills and vales y and pathlefs ways they re horn : 
Now high J now lowj along the rapid way 
They wing their j^ht^ andjkim the azure hecfv^ns^ 

Milton borrows from this author, alfp, the 
feint of afcribing the invention of gun-powdey 
aijjl fire-arms to Satan. , 

- Materials dark and qrudc, 



Of fpirituous, and fiery fpurpc.< 
Thcfe, in their dark nativity, the dpep 
Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flamcj ; 
Which into hpUow engines, long and round. 
Thick ramm'd, at th' other bore, with touch of fire 
Dilated and infuriate^ ihall £bii4 for^i 

From 
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From far, wiA thund'ring noifc, among' our foes 
Such implements of mifchief, as i^c. P. L. B. vi. 478 

And again, 

MlLTOI^. 

Which to our eyes difcoyer'd (ne>y ajid ftrange ?) 

A triple mounted row of pillar^, laid 

On wheels (for like tp pillars moft they fecm'd, 

Or hollowed bodies made of oak or fir. 

With branches lopp'd, in wood, or mountain fell'd) 

fira/s, iron, ftonyniold— — — 1^.571 

To thefc it may not be improper to add, ; 

From their foundations loos'ning to and fro. 
They pluck'd the-feated hiDs, with all their load, 
Roqksy waters, woods ; and by the (baggy tops 
Uplifting bore them in their hajids. lb. 643 

Taubmannxjs. 

Spargitur innumerum diverfo miflile voto; 
Nee vacat hic ullum tcli genus : hie fude pugnas. 
Hie pinu flagrante ciet, hic pondere pili j 
IIU piKs quasjlamma volans jacit ^ere cavatOy 
FUnrana^ falifquij nitrique^ fif fidfhuris aif a furore, 

^ean while, with equal rage, but diiPrent aim, 
Innumerable miflive weapons f)y : 
Nor lies one lujemployed of any kind. 
This with a pointed fpear the battle joins j 
That with a burning pine encounters fierce '5 
This with a wei^ty javHin meets his foe j 
Another balb difgorges from a tub^ 



Cy boUffu/d brafs^ by touch of fiajUng fin j 
Thi mingled rage of nitre j fulplmr, fait ! 

Thefe plain and^inconteftable proofs arc furely 
fufficient, to convince every intelligent reader, 
that this elegant work; among many others, has 
enabled iW/7/(?« to reach the fummit of Parnajfus^ 
more truly than that extraordinary poetical in- 
fpiration, which the deluded wcMrld has hitherto 
imagined him pofTeiOfed of. 

I fhall now take notice of another perform- 
ance, namely, Du Bartas*s divine weeks and 
works, which MiUon has made uie of as a hid- 
den nunc. This poem the learned Mr. Teijier 
(in his additions to his tranHation of the elogi- 
unis of learned men, extrafted from the hiftory 
of de Tbou) infornas us, was received with fuch 
univerfal applaufc upon its firft appearance, as to 
pafs through more than thirty different editions, 
in the fpace of five or fix years. It was tran- 
flated into Latin by different hands, and alfo 
into ieveral modem languages, namely, Italian, 
Spanifh, German and Englifh, and even the JDj- 
nifh, as Borrichius informs us. The famous 
Ronfard, a celebrated French poet, fent the au- 
thor, as a mark of his reipedt and efteem, a pen 
of gold ; and being afk'd his ojMnion of his 
work,, he anfwer'ii^ Du Bart as has done rm)re 

in 
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in one week, than I have in the courfe of my 
whole life. Learned men wrote commentaries 
on it. Kings and princes invited the author to 
their courts, and fhew'd him the greateft marks 
of refpcdt. The French kii^ fent him ambaffii- 

• dor to Scotlandy to king Jamei the fixth, who 
could hardly be prevailed upon to let him re- 
turn; he even tranflated feveral parts of his poem 
into the language ufed in his time himielf, and 
employed others to tranflate the reft. In a word, 
no audior ever acquired more reputation and 
honour, from his poetical productions in his life 
time, than DuBartas-, who was the oman>ent of 
FrancCy the delight of the ingenious and learned, 
the darling and favourite of princes, and the 
great reftorer of facred poetry to its antient and 
primitive luftre. From this celebrated au^r 
Milton has borrowed many lines. And do we 
yet wonder, that Paradife Lo/i is reckoned fo 
fine a poem, and is fo vaftly efteem'd, when We 
confider of what valuable materials it confifts ? 
It is true, fome have entcrtain'd quite dififerent 
fentiments of this performance, and have -been 
eager in difcovering faults, and profufe in cen- 

• furing them : but even Paradife Lofi^ itfelf, 
has not acquired the implicit reverence of 
every rieader ; witnefs the feveral criticifins 
of Dr. Bentley^ Dr; Watts^ Dr. hamotfe^ 
Monfieur Rolling Monfieur Valtaire^ the judi- 

4 dous 
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dous Mr. Clarke of Hull^ and even Mr. Pope 
himielf : fo true is the proverb, S^ot homines^ tat 
fententice^ and that other alfo, Ne Jupiter ipfe 
placet omnibus. Befides the numberlefs fine 
thoughts Milton is indebted to this author for, 
he has contradled firom hin>, his low trick of 
playing upon words, and his frequent ufe oif 
technical terms ; for which he has been often 
C6nfur'd. For tho* this laft may properly enough 
challenge a place in fuch a poem as Du Barfas's^ 
which purpofely treats of the creation, nature, 
and property of things ; yet, in Milton^ it appears 
only as an unr.cceflary oftentation of learning, 
purely calculated to amufe the illiterare part of 
his readers, and raife their wonder at the profun-r 
dity of his erudition ; but without giving the 
leaft addition to the real dignity or worth of his. 
poem. Mr, Addifon accounts for it upon much the 
fame principle in the following words ; " Miltony 
" fays he, feems ambitious of letting us know, 
*^ by his excurfions on fi-ee-will and predeftina- 
" tion, and his many glances upoa hiftory, 
** aftroM)my, geography, and the like, as well 
" as by the terms, and phrafes he fometimea 
** makes ufe of, that he was acquainted with. 
" .the whole circle of arts and fcientcs." But if 
^11 thefe excrefcencies were carefully lopt ofl^ 
Paradife Lpji^ fo hx from fuffering from the 
amputation, would acquire new ftrength, and 
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be read with naore univerfal delight and appro- 
bation. 

But to produce a few paffages from Du Bar-^ 
tas and Milton. I affirm Milton has borrowed 
from him thofe lines (fo much applauded by 
Mr. Richardfon) which make part of his intro- 
dudion. 



And with mighty wings outfpread. 



Dove-like fat'ft brooding on the vaft abyfs^ 

And mad'ft it pregnant. B, i. 20 

Du BartaSj, according to Sylvejler's tranfla- 
tion, writes thus. 

So did 6od*s fpirit delight itfelf a rpace> 
To move itfelf upon the floating mafs' : 
Or, as a hen that fain would hatch a brood, 
(Some of her own, fome of adoptive blood) 
Sits dofe thereon, and with her lively heat, . 
Of yellow- white balls doth live birds beget : 
Even in fuch fort did feem the fpirit eternal 
To hrood upon this gulf with care paternal, 
Quick'ning the parts, infpiring pow'r in each. 
From fo foul lees fo fair a world to fetch. 

Here we have the idea of brooding^ which 
Mr. Richardfon fo much admires, clearly ex- 
pref]^ by Du Bartas. Milton'^ fubftituting a 
dove, in place of a hen, was no extraordixwy 
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. alteration, as he might either make it from the 
authority of facred fcripture, or, more probably, 
from the famous Peter du Moultrie hymn on 
the creation, in which are the following remark- 
able lines. The author was Miltoris particular 
acquaintance. 

Nam facer ingentes motahat f^ritus alas 
Gurgitis in fade, faecundo feSfore grandi 
Incwnbens maffsCj mundumque fwebat in 9v$. 
Qualiter ante alias Jovae dileSa volucres 
Incubitu puro mollis fovet ova colwnbaj 
Spem fobolis, pernoxque fedens, vi pectoris alma 
Pullitiem niveis exdudit fedula conchis. 

For the bleji Spirit mor/d his mighty wings 
On the deptVs furface, and with fruitful hfeafi 
O^ the huge mafs incumbent j in an egg 
Cherijh'd the world. And (6 the gentle bird. 
The dove, hemfn fcnmtf'd, with incumhence pwre^ 
Broods der her eggs, hope of her tender race ! 
And day and night fitting with ceafelefs care. 
From the white ihdl brings forth the callow young. 

Befides, Milton might find the word broodirjg 
in the very margin of his bible, (not to mention 
that Ramfay exhibits the fame idea in his incu-- 
bat, as Du Moulin in his incubitu) without fup 
pofing he gave himfelf the trouble of confulting 
the original Hebrew^ as Mr. Ricbardfon items to 
infinuate. 

In 
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In like manner, Milton takes from Du Bar^ 
tas the hint pf mentioning Mount Hereby ind 
Mg^% as the author of the hiftory of the crea- 
tion. 

Milton. 

Sing, heav'nly mufe ! that on the fecret top 

Of Orehy or of Sinaiy did'ft inlpire 

That (hepherd, who ^irft taught the chofen feed. 

In the beginning, how the heav'ns and earth 

Rofe out of Chaos. P. L. B. i. 6 

Du Bartas. 

Now, though the great duke, that (in dreadful awe) 

Upon Mowa Horeh learn'd th' eternal law. 

Had not aiTur'd us that God's facred pow'r 

In fix days built this univerial bow'r \ 

Reaibn itfelf doth overthrow the grounds 

Of thofe new worlds that ibnd Letuyppus founds* 

And again, where he fpeaks of the prornul- 
gatk)n of the law, and the dreadful majefty 
with which it was delivered ^ 

Redoubled lightnings dazzle th' Hebrews eyes. 
Cloud fund'ring thunder roars thro' earth and fkies^ 
Louder and louder it careers and cracks^ 
And ftately Sinars maffie centre fhakes, 
.And turn^th round, and on his facred topj 
A whirling flame round like a ball doth wrap. 

From. 
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From the facred top^ mentioned in the laff 
paflage, we may naturally infer the juftnefs of 
Dr* Bentley's conjedhire, that Miltqny inftead of 
Sinats fecret top, as all editions of Paradife 
Lojl have it, di^iQzttA facred top. Milton might 
deviate, without doubt, from his original, when- 
ever he thought proper : but whether he did fo 
or not, in the cafe before uS, is the queftion. 

Again, Milton has borrowed from thi^ fiuthor, 
the long conference between Adam and Micbaely 
which conftitutes the greater part of the two laft 
books of Paradife Loft. Wh^t Milton there 
afcribes to the angel^ Du Bartas had attributed 
to Adaniy informing his fon Setb what was to 
happen in the world, till the qonfummsttion of 
all things. Milton has done litde more than 
refin'd Syhejier's language, the tranflator of Du 
Bartas^ with a few additions and variations, ac- 
cording to his ufual cuftonl.. 



O ! that men 



* • 



(Canift fhou believe ?) ihould be fo ftupid growii, 

While yet the patriarch liv'd, ^ho fcap'd the flood. 

As to forfake the living God, and fall 

To worfliip their own work in Wood, and ftone, 

tor gods \ P. L. B- xii. US 



t>i} 
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Du Bartas* 

Arange to be believ'd ! the blefled tzce^ 
iTie facred flock, whom God by fpecial gracd 
Adopts for his, even they^^alas ! moft fhamelefs^ 
Do follow firij moft beaftly brute and tamelefs^ 
With luftful eyes chufing for wanton fpoufes 
Mens wicked daughters ; mingling fo the houfes ' 
Of Seth and Caw, preferring foolifhly 
Frail beauties blaze to vcrtuous ihodefty. 

Aod again, 

Alas ! iviiat may t of that race prefume^ 
Nfcxt th* iteful fiime that fliall this frame confuitte^ . 
Whofe gut their god^ whofe luft' their law fliall be^ 
• Who ibdll not hear of God, nor yet of me ? 
Sith thoie^ outrageous^ that began their birth 
On tb' hply groundjQll of (Weet Md^n^s earth, 
Aiidjret the fpund of heav'n^ dread fentence hear^ 
And as eye witnefs of mine exile were. 
Seem to defpight God.-^— — ;- 

Milton* 

To whom thus Michael. Thcfe are the produat 

Of thofe ill-mated itiarriages thou faW'ft, 

Where good with bad were match'd ; Who of themfelveil 

Abhor to join: and by imprudence mixM, 

Produce prodigiotts births, of body, or mind. 

Such were thefe giants ; men of high renown ! 

for, in thofe days, iilight oilly flidlbe admii'd^ 

And valor, and heroic virtuo, call'd. 
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To overcome in battle, and fubdue 

Nations, and bring home fpoils, with infinite 

Man-flaughter, fliall be held the higheft pitch 

Of human glory ; and for glory done 

Of triumph, to be ftyl'd great concfuerors. 

Patrons of mankind, gods, and fons of gods : 

Dcilroyers rightlier callM, and plagues of men ! 

P. L. B. xi. 683 

Du Bartas. 

From thefe profane foul curfed kifles, fprung 
A cruel brood ! feeding on blood and wrong ! 
Fell giants ftrange! of haughty hand, and mind ! 
Plagues of the world ! and fcourges of mankind ! 

If I fliould produce all the fimilar paflageS in 
Milton and Du Bartas^ my eflay would know 
no bounds. Whoever confiders the fubjeds of 
thefe two poets, cannot but perceive them pc^- 
fedlly alike. I (hall therefore juft give the titles 
of Du Bart as* s feveral poems, with a paflagcor 
two from fome of them, and then leave the 
reader to draw what inference he pleafes. His 
work is divided into weeks : The firft contains 
an account of the creation of the world, at great 
length, which Milton has abridged in his feventh 
book, with a few additional hints from Grotius, 
Ram/ay y and Rofs. The fecond has the follow- 
ing heads: i. Adam^ or Eden^j the impoihire, 
the furies, the handy-crafts* 2. Noab^ or the 

V Jrki 
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^rki 'Babyloriy the colonies, the columns^ 
3 . Abraham, or the vocation -, the fathers, the 
law, the captains. 4. David, or the trophies ; 
the magnificence, the ichifm, the decay. The 
three laft days of the fecond week are wanting, 
namely, Sedecbias^ MefjiaSy and the eternal fab^ 
hath ; death having prevented the pious author 
from finifliing his plan. 

From this mort view of Du Bartas^s fubjedt, 
we may eafily perceive, what extraordinary helps 
Milton inight derive from it in compofing his 
poem } ind that he actually did make ufe of it^ 
fcMT this purpofe, the proofs I have already pro- 
duced ate a fufficient demonftration : to vihich^ 
however, I (hall beg leive td add the following 
unexceptionable paflage. Milton^ in the tenth 
book of Pafadife Lojl^ gives Us the names of 
various kinds of ferpents, into which he pretends 
the divils were transformed, becaufe Satan had 
feduced Eve in the (hape of one. This paffage 
he has tranfcribed from Du Bdrtas. 

Milton. 

m' - ' Thick fwarming now 

tVith complicated monfters, head, and tail, 

» 

Scorpion,, atnd afp^ and amphijlana dire^ 

Cerajies horn'd, Hydrus, and Elops drear. 

And Dipfai. P. L. B. x. 52* 



Da Bartas. * 
O ! wert thou pleasM to form 



TV inameWd fcorpioriy and the viper-worm ; 
Th^ horned Cerafles, th' Alexandrian fkink ; 
Th' Adder, and Drynas, full of odious ftink; 
'Th' Eft, Snake, and Dipfas^ caufing deadly thirft: 
Why haft thou arm'd them with a rage fo curft ? 
And, in the childhood of the world, did brii^ 
, Th' AmpUJbena with double baneful fting ? 

Milton proceeds to mention huge Pytbon^ after 
his horned Cerajies, jimphiJbaMy Dipfas^ and 
Scorpion^ which are common to him with the 
French poet. Dr. Bentky thinks the whole ptf- 
fage fpurious, and the interpolation erf" mi ^qo- 
rant editor ^ and, tho'Miltonh^A aftually inJEro- 
' duced the whole catalogue of ferpents, menti* 
oned by Aldrovandus^ in his treatife de Serpen-' 
tibus^ is of opinion, that his poem, infteflui of 
acquiring any true ' worth ftom thence, would 
only have been fo much the worfe. The dodctf 
further remarks, that amongft his ierpents,. he 
has brought in a jumble of fifhes and infeds;- 
as, on other occafions, he mixes devils with 
deities, and truth with fidlion ^ writing at ran- 
dom, and taking hi3 mformation at fceoui 
hand. 



[ H9 ] 

This reminds me of juft fuch another paflage 
in the eleventh book, where we have a tedious 
catalogue of names of places, cities, and coun- 
tries, which^Milfon fuppofes the angel 'pointed 
out to ^dam f and this Dr. Bentley^ in like 
manner, accounts fpurious as the former, . tliat 
is, unworthy of admijjiony and quite foreign to the 
nature of the foem. He adds facetioufly, that 
fuch a lift of places might be of ufe in a fix- 
pei>ny map, for the inftruftion of a T^yro in geo- 
graphy, but no where elfe. The truth is, Milton 
has borrowed almoft the whole paflage from 
.fome verfes of StaphorJiiuSy fubjoined to his 
encomium on marriage, with a defign to fliew, 
that the obligation of matrimony is binding in 
all places of the world j for that formidable 
verfe. 

Of Camialu, feat of Cathaian Can! B. xi. 388 

with a few others, are taken from Du Bart as. 
In Staphorjiius they are ufeful, in Milton quite 
otherwife. This fhews, by the way, the ex-- 
cellency of Dr. Bentlefs crlticifms on Paradife 
ig^," which have heretofore been quite difre* 
^ded, as the chimaera's of a madman ; be- 
caufe the critic, by an uncommon force of ge- 
nius and penetration, fdainly perceived what wa3 

L 3 proper 
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proper for an epic poem, and what not • and had 
^ the courage and honefty, freely to communicate 
to the world, his fentiments on that fubjed, notr 
withftanding the ftream of popular prejudice 
was againil him, 

Milton^ in the beginning of his feventh book;, 
invokes Urania^ (the mufe feigrei by the ppets. 
to preiide over facred fubjedts) to guide and dir 
refl: Wm in the progrefs of his work, the hint 
of which he has plainly borrowed firom Dm 
Bart as. 

MiLTOK, 

Defcend from heav'n, Urania / (by that name 
If rightly thou art call'd) whofe voice divine 
Following, above th' Olympian hilj I foar. 
Above the flight of Pegafean wing. 
■ So fail not thou, who thee implores : 

For thou art heav'nly, fhe an empty dream. 

P. L. B. vii. I and 38! 

Du Bartas. 

The fcorn of art, of Helicon the fliame, 
Ufurping wrong Urania's facred name: 
Through thee, fhe's heav'nly r 

Befides the mention Du Bartas makes of 
Urania in this place, he alfo wrote a poem, en- 
titled Urania, or the heavenly mufe, where he 
prefers writing on iacrcd fubjefts, to all othcrSii 
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which, perhaps, amongft other things, might 
give Milton the hint of compofing a divine poem : 
but be that as it will, I am now of opinion, that 
the world is by this time pretty well acquainted 
with Milton's XJrania^ which appears to have 
been no other, than a library well ftored with 
poetical authors ; tho' hitherto, (fuch has been 
the partiality of mankind in this particplar, to- 
gether with the profound filence of the author) 
Paradife Loft has been thought tp be the work 
of a fingle genius. 

But to conclude this head. From this author, 
Milton has borrowed manjr elegant phrafes, and 
fingle words, which were thought to be peculiar 
to him, or rather coined by him ; fuch as, palpable 
darknefs^ and a thoufand others. In (hort, as I 
obferv'd before, Milton has us'd this work of Du 
Bartas^ as a mine producing gold, filver, and 
precious ftones, and fonqietimes pebbles and trafh. 
There is alfo a commentary on this work, call'd 
a fummary of Du Bartas^ a book full of pro- 
digious learning, and many curious obfervations 
on all arts and fciences.; from whence Milton has 
derived a multiplicity of fine hints, fcattered up 
and down his poem, cfpecially ;n philofophy 
m^ theology, 

jLi 4 From 
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From Heywood's hierarchy of angels, he haa 
borrowed this verfc, which fo often occurs in his; 
poem. 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, pow'n- * 

Heywood's Latin^ in a beautiful firontifpiecc, is, 

Thrpniy dominationes, principfitus, virtutes, poteftates^ 

which no fchool boy could tranflate more litq^ 
rally. This fame author, in his fixth book, ex-r 
hibits an account of Lucifer's fall from heaven, 
the battle of the angels, and the feducSlion of man j 
all in ^ paraphraftical way, as thefe fubje<fts are 
delivered to us in fcripture : he alfo enumerates 
the different ranks of angels, to fome of which 
l^Hlton frecjuently alludes, 

From the excellent Mr. SanJys's travels, Mr. 
Fentoriy in his notes on Waller's poems, afluresi 
ys he has taken a multitude of fine liints? 

* But to fliew the reader what exquifite pains 
Milton has taken, to expifcate whatever could bq 
^ny w^y ferviceable to his defign, he has copied 
from one of the eclogues of Baptijta M(mtuanm^ 
tranflated into Englijh by George Turbervilky 
the exacS fpace of time in which the rebel hpfts 
W?r? falling frpm heaven tp the fiery gulf. 
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Milton. 

Nine days they fell : confounded Chaos roar'd. 

And felt ten-fold confufion in their fall^ 

Through his wild anarchy. P. L* B. vi. 871^ 

TURBERVILLE. 

Nay, ratfa^9 'twas the gnel'ft imp. 

And fpitefurft fiend of heU, 
Of thofe with Lucifer that from 

The fkies to dungeon fell 3 
That nine 4ays fpac^ were tumbling dowii^ 

In like manner, Milton has copied a beautiful 
paflage, in his fecond book, from a perfedl ro- 
mance, where, defcribing the gates of hell, he 

— - — On a fudden open fly. 

With impetuous recoil, and jarring foimd, 

Th' infernal doors, and on their hipges grated 

Harfh thunder.————^ B. ii. 879 

In the hiftory of Don Bellianis^ when one of 
the knights approaches the caftle of Brandezar^ 
the gates are faid to open, grating barjh thunder 
upon their brazen hinges. And, indeied, if we 
may credit the aflertion of Mr. Pecky Milton 
has dealt very lib^ally in books of this kind ; 
for the whole plan of Paradife Lojij according 
to that author, is taken from a romance, enti^ 
tied, Gufman de Alfarache^ or the S^anifh Ro^uei 

m4 
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and he is as pofitive of this, as if he had been 

{landing at the poet's elbow, when he was firft 

engaging in the work. That Milton had that 

romance in his eye, amongft a thoufand other 

helps, is plain from a long fimilar paflage, and 

a very ftrong one, in Paradife Lojl^ and the 

^Spanijh Rpgue^ adduc'd by Mr. Peck.^ 

Dr. Zacbary Pearce^ now bifhop of Bangor, 
is of opinion, that Milton took the firft hint of 
his defign of writing a. tragedy, upon the fubjeft 
of his poem, from an Italian tragedy, called, 
11 Paradifo Perfoy ftill extant, and printed many 
years before he entered upon this work. And, 
indeed, I have been informed by feveral perfons 
of unqueftionable judgment and veracity, -that 
almoft all that is admir'd as lofty and fublime, in 
Milton's defcription of the battle of the angel$, in 
his fixth book, is wholly tranfcribed from this 
tragedy 5 where are to be feen the pidture of the 
battle, and the final defeat of Lucifer ^ with his 
expulfion out of heaven, as defcribed and deli- 
neated in Paradife Loft. Mr. Addifon alfo makes 
no fcruple to acknowledge, that Milton fre- 
quently borrows hints from T^ajjo^ as others af^ 
firm he has done fron^ Dante. So that, confi- 
dering the evidences of this dodrine, it perhaps 
may be aflerted, without a falfehood, or any in- 

* PccK% new memoirs of Mr. fohn Milton^ p. 54 and 58, 

\ JufticQ 
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juftice to Milton^ that he is not the original au- 
thor of any one fingle thought in Paradife Loft ; 
but has only digefted into order the thoughts of 
Others, and cloathed them in an elegant Englijh 
drefs ; though one might wifh he had often been 
lyiore cautious, what authors he made choice of, 
fince it is certain, amongft many fine fenti- 
ments, he has given admiflion to low images, 
according to. the nature and fubje6t of the writer 
whoni he copied. Now if Milton was fo indu- 
ftrious (as we fee he h^s been) to feledt an ele- 
gant thought, here and there, from writers of 
the loweft clafs, as it is reported of Virgil^ that 
Jie colledled ^old from the dung of Eriniusi how 
much moye careful would he be, to convert to 
his ufe works wholly fterling, fo far as they 
yrere fubfervient to his purpofe? Mafenius^ 
Grotius, Ram/ay^ Rofs, Barlaus^ Du Bartas, 
Taubmannusy and others, have given irrefi-agable 
teftimony againft him, 

I think it is now abundantly plain, from proofs 
and citations, that Milton has had all the above- 
mentioned authprs in his view, in compofing 
his Paradife Lojl. But to fet this matter beyond 
all contradicStion, it may be proper to inform 
my reader, that the v?ry year after Milton*^ 
^eath, namely, 1 675, a book was publiftied by 
^'ipnr4 If^billips^ Milton'^ maternal nephew, 

,entitle4^ 
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entitled, T^beatrum poetarum^ or a compleat col- 
ledlion of the poets, both ancient and modem ; 
which performance is, very probably, nothing 
clfe, but a ftiort account of all the poetical au- 
thors in his uncle's library ; of which he had 
the perfeft ufe and knowledge, by his having 
been employed by him, as ^n^Amanuenfis^ in 
writing out his Paradife Lojl. In the exer- 
cife of this office he muft have been privy to 
the fecret praftice of his uncle in rifling the trea- 
fures of others : and that he was privy to it, I 
think, is manifeft, from his pafling over in 
filence, in the abovementioned piece, fuch au- 
thors as Milton was moft obliged to; or, if he 
chanced to mention them, doing it in the moft 
flight and fuperficial manner imaginable; Du 
J5ar/^5 alone excepted. Of this I fhall produce a 
few inflances. 

Mr. Phillips, in the fupplement to this work, 
where he gives us an account of the matrimonial 
pieces of Jacobus Catzius (which have been 
formerly mentioned, as tranflated into Latin 
verfe by Cornelius Bcius, and Co/par Barlaus) 
exhibits a particular detail of all of them, except 
that entitled, Paradijus^ or a poem'on the mar- 
riage of Ahm and Eve. Now, why he fhould 
e;xprefly enumerate ail the refl:, and leave that 
alone umnentioned, though defcrving Ae firft 

place 
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place on more accounts than one, would, I be- 
lieve, puzzle the wit of man to account for any 
other way, than by fuppofing that he was afraid, 
left by making mention of a poem, entitled 
Paradifus^ tranflated by fo celebrated a poet as 
Barlaus^ he fhould excite the jealoufy, and 
awake the curiofity of fch<Jars to peep into it, 
and confequently lay a fair foundation for difco- 
vering his uncle's refburces. And for the iame 
realbri, doubtfefs, he omits the tragedy above- 
mentioned, II Paradifo Perfoy (x Paradife Loft. 

In like manner, Mr. Phillips pafles over the 
Paradifm^ Jive Hortus Adami^ oi Joannes Ma^ 
jor^ and the Bellum Angelicum of Fridericus 
^aubmannm 5 the latter of whom he obferves j 
ought not wholly to be left out of the number 
of poets/* But had he been at liberty to exprefa 
his real fentiments, he would, furely, have given 
him a better character, and preferred him to fe- 
veral others he has-extoUed for their poetical abi^ 
lities ; as the pafiages, which I have fcleded from 
the work of his yaunger days^ will demonftrate 
to every judicious reader* 

Upon the fane principle, he tranfiently no- 
tices profeffor 12tf«^'s fine work. -. Hear his owa 
woris^ ""^ Andreas Ramfeius^ z Scotch Latin y&C'^ 
^ fificr, of whom what k extant, or atleaft at- 
I tainable. 
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" llinaBle, is to be found, in a coUedtiofl, enti-^ 
*^ tied, Delicice Poetarum ScotorumJ' Thus he^ 
falfly, in all refpcdts: for his poems were printed 
leveral years before they were inferted in that 
general coUedion, as we have fhewn above ; and 
the reverend and learned author deferves a much 
better character, than that of a Scotch Latin 
vcrfifier. But thus he treated him in order to 
difguife the truth, which is ever unacceptable to 
perfons engaged irt a bad caufe. Had he told us 
plain matter of fadt, namely, that he wrote four 
books in Latin verfe, in a moft elegant manner, 
on the creation of the nvorldy man^s happinefs in 
the flate of innocence ^ the fall of man ^ andman^s 
redemption iy Ckrifi^ (fubjedts intirely fimilar 
with his uncle*s poem) it might have been at-^ 
. tended with dangerous confequences ; and, there- 
fore, he wifely declined troubling the public, with 
fuch an unneceflary piece of information. We 
have already feen the fine encomium beftowed 
on Ramfafs excellent work, as well by Olaus 
BorrichiuSy a foreigner, as by Dr. Arthur "John^ 
Jlon his countryman, both as competent judges 
as Mr. Phillips y or even Milton himfelf. 

For the fame reafon, Mr. Phillips makes no 
particular mention of the Adamus Exful of Gro* 
tiwy when he fpeaks of the poetical perfomiances 
of that incomparable author ; no more than he 
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does of the Baptiftes of Buchanany though he 
could not but be confcious that there were fuch 
applauded pieces extant. Again, when he gives 
us a catalogue of Thomas Heywood's poetical 
pieces, he affedts to do it very minutely ; but- 
fupprefles the moft elaborate, namely, his hie- 
rarchy of angels, and the fall of Lucifer, ad- 
4refled to ^Henrietta Maria , confort of king 
Charles the firft : a work full of great learning, 
and many curious obfervations, though the po- 
etry is low and heavy. 

From all which inftances, it is plam, that 
Mr. Phillip has very induftriqufly concealed, 
whatever he fancied might in the leaft contri- 
bute, to make a difcovery of Mi /ton's plagiarifm. ' 
Yet this gentleman was not fo favourable in cafes 
where he was not interefted ; but was extremely 
forward and eager to accufe others, even wrong- 
fully, as he does poor paries for tranflating 
the Pia Defideria ofHermannus Hi/g9, and pub- 
lifhing it in his own name. This charge, I fay, 
is falfe and groundlefs. S^uarles^ indeed, bor- 
rows the emblems from^ the Pia Dejideria, but 
has fubftituted fentiments of his own, vaiUy in- 
ferior to thofe of the jefuit, as we are informed 
by the reverend Mv.jirwaker^ who has favoured 
the world with an Englijb verfion of thefe fa- 
ered elegies., .One Mr. Barton, ip^ced, has 



publifhed In his own name, fubjoirted to his 
fcripture hymns, Mr* Sandys^ admirable para- 
phrafc on the Song of Solomon^ which evidendy 
ihews what tricks ore commonly play'd this 
way. The prettieft epigram ki lord Ldnfd(mH*s 
poems, entitled liberality y is borrowed from one 
in Martialy and that without the leaft intima- 
tion of its being either tranflated or iiiiitated 
fh>m any author whatever, Martial's epigram 
begins thus, 

Callidus efFracH nummos fur auferet aurca. 

Now, if perfbns of fuch exalted ftations, who 
have honour and a charadler to rifque, Icriiplc 
not to be guilty of fuch mean arts ; what may 
not be expcded from thofe of an inferior rank I 
Crajhawis mufical duel, the beft poem in h2s 
coUeflion, is, in like manner, tranflated from 
Strada the jefiiit, without the leaft diftant hint 
that it was fo. 

I muft, after all, do Mr. PbiUips the jufticc 
to own, that for once he has dealt ingenuoufly, 
where he informs us, xhzt Hierorymus Ziegterui 
was the author of a tragedy, <:ftlled Samjhny at 
weil as fome others m Miltoii% lift ; namely^ 
Proioplaftes^ or the Fall of Man^ the Immoh* 
tfon of Ifaacy and the EUada. Whetlief dus 
tr^cdy ci£ Sam/on^ hy SHiegler^ is the fame With 

Miltcn% 



MiJt^n\ 1 am hot able to determine; as I have 
hot yet procured a copy of it : but there is the 
ftrongeft reafon to fuppofe, that he is no more 
the original author of Samfon^ than he is of Pa- 
radife Lofty and The life and death of John the 
Baptift > which laft, as Mr. Peck has demcn- 
ftrated, is a literal tranflation of the Baptijies of 
Buchanan, 

I cannot omit obferving here, that Milton's 
contrivance, of teaching his daughters to read, 
but to read only, feveral * learned languages, 
plainly points the fame way, as Mr. Phillips's 
fccreting and fupprefGng tlie books to which his 
uncle was mofl obliged. Mikon well knew the 
loquacious and incontinent fpirit of the fex, and 
the danger, on that account, of intruding them 
Wirfi fo important a fecret as his unbounded pla- 
giarifm : he, therefore, wifely confined them to 
the knowledge of the words and pronunciation 
only, but kept the fenfe and meaning to him- 
felf. 

From this point, fo clearly ftated and fup- 
ported, it is no difficult tafk to reply to Andrew 
Marveir^ judicious query y addrefled to the author 
of Paradife Lofty in his commendatory verfea 
prefixed to that poem 5 

M lll)eri 
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I 

jyijere could*ft thou words of fuch a compafs find i 
Whence furnifh fuch a vaft expence of mind \ 

The anfwer is obvious, namely, from every 
author who wrote any thing before him^ fuitable 
to his purpoffj either in prof e or verfe^ f acred or 
profane: which is a much more proper folution, 
than that affigned by Marvell himfelf, who, 
immediately after, adds, 

Juft hcav'n thee, like Tirejias^ to requite. 
Rewards with prophecy thy lofs of fight. 

But this was natural enough, where a know- 
ledge of his refources was wholly wanting. 

Mr. Peck aflures us, that he has in his pof- 
feflion a pidure of Milton when but 25 years 
old, with a book before him, having this m- 
fcription, Paradife Lofl ; which makes it evi- 
dent, that he had formed a defign to write 
upon this fubjeft, at that early part of life. 
We may, therefore, certainly infer, that our 
author, like a wife mafter-builder colleded all 
the neceffary materials for fuch a ftrudlure, and, 
particularly, made his travelling into foreign 
countries fubfervient to this great purpofe ; and 
in this he was greatly commendable : but then, 
his induftrious concealment of his helps, his pe- 
remptory 
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rcmptory difclaiming all manner of affiftance, is 
highly ungenerous, nay, criminal to the laft de- 
gree, and abfolutely unworthy of any man of ' 
common probity and honour. By this mean 
pradlice, indeed, he has acquired the title of 
the British Homer 5 nay, has been preferred 
to Homer and Virgil both, and, confequently, 
to every other poet of every age and nation. 
Cowley^ Waller y Denham^ Dryderiy Prior ^ Pope^ 
in comparifon writh Milton ^ have bore no greater 
proportion than that of dwarfs to a giant j who, 
now he is reduced to his true ftandard, appears 
mortal and uninfpired, and in ability little fupe- 
rior to the poets abovementioned ; but in honefty 
and open dealing, the beft quality of the human 
mind, not inferior, perhaps, to the moft un- 
licenfed plagiary that ever wrote. 

As I am fenfible, this will be deemed mofl: 
outrageous ufage of the divine, the immortal 
Milton y the prince oiEnglifh poets, and the in- 
comparable author of Paradife Lofi-, I take this^ 
opportunity to declare, , in the moft folemn man- 
ner, that a ftrid: regard to truth alone, and to 
do juftice to thofe authors whom il//7/t?// has fo 
liberally gleaned, without making the leaft di- 
ftant acknowledgment to whom he ftood in- 
debted : I declare, I fay, that thefe motives^^. 
and thefe only, have induced me to make this 

M z attack 
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attack upon the reputation and memory of a 
perJbn, hitherto univerially applauded and ad- 
mired for his uncommon poetical genius j and 
not any diiFerence of country, of of ientimentfi 
ill political or religious matters, as fome weak 
' and ignorant minds may imagine, or forae ma- 
licious perfons be difpofed to fuggeft. And if, 
in the courfe of this effay, I may be thoi^ht not 
to have fufficiently confined myfelf wtehin the 
bounds of decency and moderation, I mo£t in*- 
treat the zealous abettors of MiUon to cos^kkr, 
how very liberally he himfelf deah his tlmnder 
on all with whom he happened to be engagedi 
and. 

Sua (yjISQl)E EXEMPLA DEBET JEtyJO ANIMO TATJ. 



FINIS. 




POSTSCRIPT. 



WHEN this tOky was almoft fini£bed, 
the fpkndid edition of Paradisb 
LOST, fo long promifed by the reverend Dr. 
J^ewtM, fell into my hands -, of which I had, 
however, fo little ufc, that as it would be in- 
Joilke to cenfure, it would be flattery to coni^ 
mend it : and I fliould have totally forborn the 
mention of a book that I have not read, had 
not one paflfage, at the conclufion of the life of 
Milton, excited in me too much pity and in- 
dignation to be fupprefled in filence. 

** Dehraby Milton's youngeft daughter," 
fays the editor, " was married to Mr. jSrabam 
Clarke^ a weaver in Spittk-fields^ and died in 
Augujl 1727, in the 76th year of her age. 
" She had ten children. Elizabeth ^ theyoungeft, 
was married to Mr. Thomas Fojier^ a weaver 
in Spittk'-Jieldsy and had feven children, who 
are all dead ; and fhe h^rfelf is aged about 
** Jixfy^ and weak and infirm. She feemeth to 

^' be 
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** be ^ good plain fenfible woman ^ and has ^on- 
" firmed feveral particulars related above, and 
** informed me of fome others, which Ihc had 
*< often heard from her mother/' Thefc the 
dodor enumerates, and then adds ; *^ in all 
*• probability Milton's whole family will be 
*^ extinSl with her, and he can live only in his 
«* writings. And fucb is the caprice of fortune^ 
•* this grand-daughter of a man, who will be 
•* an everlafting glory to the nation, has now ifX 
•• fome year 5 y with her hulband, kept a little 
•* chandler's or grocer's jhopy for their fuhfif- 
** tence^ lately at the lower Hollowajy in the rcxaui 
" between Highgate and London^ and at pre- 

" fent in Cock Lan^^ not far from Sboreditcb 
•* Church:* 

That this relation is true, cannot be quefti- 
oned : — but, furely, the honour of letters, the 
dignity of facred poetry, the fpirit of the Enghjh 
nation, and the glory of human nature, require 
— that it fhould be true no longer. In an age, in 
which flatues are erefted to the honour of this great 
writer, in which his effigy has been difFufed on me- 
dals, and his work propagated by tranflations, and 
illuftrated by commentaries ; in an age, which, 
amidft all its vices, and all its follies, has not 
become infamous for want of charity : it may 
be, furely, allowed to hopej that the living re- 
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mains of Milton will be no longer fufFercd to 
languifh in diftrefs. It is yet in the power of a 
great people, to reward the poet whofe name 
they boaft, and from their alliance to whofe 
genius, they claim fome kind of fuperiority to 
every other nation of the earth; that poet, whofe 
works may pofEbly be read when every other 
moniunent of Briti/h greatnefs (hall be oblite- 
rated ; to reward him not with pidures, or 

with medals, which, if he fees, he fees with 
contempt, but — ^with tokens of gratitude, which 
he, perhaps, may even now conlider as not un- 
worthy the regard of an immortal ipjirit. And, 
furely, to thofe, who refufe their names to no 
other fcheme of expence, it will not be unwel- 
come, that a SUBSCRIPTION is propofed, for re- 
lieving, in the languor of age, the pains of di- 
feafe, and the contempt of poverty, the grand- 
daughter, of the author of paradise j-ost. 
Nor can it be queftioned, that, if I, who have 
been marked out as tlieZoiLUS of Mij-ton, think 
this regard due to his pofterity, the defign will 
be warmly feccnded by thofe, whofe lives have 
been employed, in difcovering his excellencies, 
and extending his reputation. 
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L E T T E R, 



To the Hight Honorable 



The Earl of BATH. 



My Lord, 



G 



R E A T Men are the Servants of the 
Public, and therefore I fhall make 

no Apology for having laid your 

Lord/hip under a kind of Neceffity of peruling 
this Letter, the Subjed: of wrhich naturally led 
me to addrefs it to one whofe Abilities as a Statef- 
man, altho' more generally known, as having 
been fo long fuccefsfuUy exerted in Defence of 
Public Liberty y are not a more diftinguifhed 
Part of his Charader than is z^ne Tafie, and a 
mafterly Acquaintance vfithpolite Literature. 

To whom can I addrefs a Defence oi Milton 
with fuch Propriety as to the avowed Patron of 

B Milton I 






(4). 
Milto?! ? To whom fliou'd I infcribe my Obfer- 
vations on an Attack made on the Paradife Lo/iy 
but to your Lord/hip to whofe Encouragement 
and Gencrofity the World is indebted for an 

Edition of that Poem an Edition whofe 

S[^lendor and Beauty do Honor to the Englijh 
Prefs ? 

Your LordJJjtp in vain retires from public Bu- 
iinefs : For after the Storms of .Party Rage are 
fubfided, we follow you to the Shades— glad 
to court your Approbation, and to fubmit 
to your Judgment the Merits of a Controverfy, 
which you, of all others, have the beft Right to 
decide, if we confider the Subjedt of it, aod 
which you, of all others, are beft qualified to 
decide, if we confider your Abilities* 

Some time after the Publication of Dn Ni%v^ 
ton's Milton^ a Book appeared under the Title 
of an EJJay on Milton's Ufe and Imitation of the 
Moderns in his Paradife Loji ; a Book writ with 
an exprefs Intention to depreciate Milton's poetic 
Abilities, and the Author of which pretends to 
have made fuch Difcoveries, as ought to induce 
the World no longer to revere the Author of 
Paradife Loji as an exalted Genius, but to def- 
pife him as an unlicenfed Plagiary. Your Lord^ 
I /'/> 
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y^/^ will therefore, I flatter myfelf, indulge me 
while I make fome Remarks on a Performance, 
which promifes fuch mighty Matters, and which 
threatens to ftrip our great Countryman of thofe 
Laurels that have fo long been thought his Due. 
— 'Tis not from any Ambition of commencing 
Author, that I have entered the Lifts : I have 
been induced to addrels myfelf to your Lordftiip 
in this public Manner, by this one Motiye, 
that the World is ignorant of fome FaSfSy the 
Knowlege of which is neceffary before we can 
enter into the Merits of theControverfy between 
Milton and his Critic. And as I have been fo 
lucky as to come at the Knowlege of thofe 
*Fa(3:s, I think myfelf obliged, in flxi(5t Juftice, 
to make them public ; encouraged by this Con- 
fideration, that as they are of a very extraordi- 
nary Nature, I have Reafon to hope that your 
Lordjhip will overlook with Candor my unfkilful 
Manner of reprefenting them, 

* 

But before I mention to your Lordjhip what 
thefe Fad:s are, fuffer me to premife a few ge- 
neral Obfcrvations, which may not be without 
their Ufe in the prefent Controverfy. 

The Reflexion that immediately occurred to 
me on perufing our Critic's Ejfay was this ; 

B 2 That 



(6) 
That he defcrvcd the; Thanks, and ought to 

meet with the Encouragement of the Publicy 
as having been the firft who difcovercd that 
Milton had, in the Compofition of his Paradife 
Loft^ been affifted by feveral modem Authors^ 
whofe Works, nay whofe very Names, if once 
known, had long been funk in Oblivion. His 
Imitations of the facred Writers, of the ancient 
poets, and of the modern Italian ones, have 
been often taken Notice of by thofe who have 
commented on him. But that he owed any 
thing to Mafenius the Jefuity to Taubmannus a 
German Profeflbr, or to Staphorfiius a Dutch 
Divine, had 'till now efcaped the Penetration, 
jind eluded the Search of the Learned. This 
Difcovery I thought the entire Property of Mr. 
Lauder ; and a Difcovery in any Branch of Li- 
terature, however trifling in itfelf, ought always, 
and generally doth do Honor to the Difcoverer. 

But however willing I was to do Jufticc to 
Mr. Lauder's Labors, yet was I far from think- 
ing that he had made any Difcoveries which 
can be of fuch Efficacy, as to leflcn that Tri- 
bute of Veneration fo long paid to the Author 
S^ of Paradife Loft. And if your Lordjhip will 
J>ermit, I fhall affign the Reafons why I think 

f& - for my being of Opinion that the warm- 

r;:A. ' eft 
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eft Advocate for Milton may readily grant all 
that his Zoilus contends for, and yet be able to 
defend thfc Genius and poetic Talents of his 
favorite Author to Advantage, that he may 
grant that he did borrow, and yet Ihew that 
this ought not to detradt from his Fame 3 in a 
Word, that he may allow the Truth of Lauder's 
Charge, and yet deny the Confequences he 
feems to draw from it. 

Our Critic charges Milton with having bor- 
rowed both the Plan of his Poem^ and alfo par-^ 
tieular Sentiments : Suppofe' the Charge made 
good— yet, will it follow that his Pretenfions to 
Genius are difproved ? The fame Charge may 
be brought againft Virgil^ and it may be ob- 
jected to his Claim to a diftinguifhed Seat on 
Parnqfjus^ that fcarce a Page of his Mneid can 
be inftanced, where we do not meet with fome 
Imitation of the Iliad or Odyjfey. Do the Ad- 
mirers of Virgil deny the Charge ? — ^No : but 
think that their high Regard for his Poem, is 
perfedly conliftent with their admitting that its 
Author borrowed Hints from Homer. And 
fliall the Character of the Engtijhman be depre- 
ciated for doing what is thought no juft Caufe 
to detradt from the Fame of the Roman? ^ 
Scarce an eminent Writer can be inftanced who 

has 
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has not been indebted to the Labors of fornicr 
Authors ; but how abfurd would it be to urge 
this as an Argument that there is no Merit in 
their Produdtions ? For as one may be what is 
called an original Wrilerj and yet have no Pre- 
tenfions to Genius j fo another may make ufe of 
the Labors of others in fuch a Manner as to 
fatisfy the World of his own Abilities. There 
may be fuch a thing as an original Work with- 
out Invention^ and a Writer may be an Imitator 
of others without Flagiarifm. BuU as Audio- 
rity will always weigh more than Aflertion, and 
often more than Argument, I think I cannot 
take a more eiFedtual Way to confirm and efta- 
blifh what I advance, than to bring up as an 
Evidence the great Longinus. What then is his 
Opinion ? So far is he from thinking that Imi- 
tations of old Authors detrad any thing from the 
Merit and Genius of thofe who have recourfc to 
them, that, on the contrary, he exprefsly lays 
down the Imitation and Emulation of the for- 
mer great Writers and Pot:ts, as one of the 
Ways that leads to the Sublime. This he par- 
ticularly illuftrates by the Example of PlatOy 
who, he fays, imitated Homer more clofely than 
HerodotuSy StefichoruSy and Archilocbus had 
done before, and drew from the copious Stream 

cf that Poet, ten Thoufand Rivulets to enrich 

his 
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his own Works. And this, adds he, is not to 

be looked upon as a Theft ^ but (as I find this Paf- 
fagc tranflatcd by Mr. Dryden) a beautiful Idea 
of him who undertakes to imitate ^ by forming 
•bimfelfon the Work and Invention cf another 
Man *. Arid if Longinm be fo far from look- 
ing M^on Imitation to be Plagiarifn^ as to re- 
commend it as one of the Sources of the Sub- 
lime, and to praife Plato for his Obfervation of 
this Rule, who will venture to aflert that Mil" 
ton'% Imitations in his Paradijk Loft detract any 
thing fi-om the Merit of the Poem ? A great 
Genius looks upon himfelf as having a Right to 
convert to his own Ufe, and in order to fumifli 
out a more perfect Entertainment, whatever has 
been already prepared and made ready. But he 
cxercifes this Right in fuch a Manner as^to con- 
vince every one, that his having Recourfe to it 
is not the EfFedt of the Sterility of his Fancy^ 

* v^hxxviou ^iftU9 Sro^ anif (Plato) i» 0ov}ioi(ju!^x fjbi jkoIo^i* 

iff*ict ^E xj Ti; avrti ; 97 Tuf tyu'fffOG'^iv yi,iyoi.\m avfy^tcfeuv t^ 'oroii^up 
, f4ipu%aiq rt xj ^i|A«Mr»;. ' ■ Mow< 'H^o^of 0(4.vi^xwr»\of 

tysvdo ; "LTnaixfl^^^ *'^* iffporifof rt Ap^iXo^oq' ^oivluv ^l niTuv /xot- 
Xi^ei tlXtirmf ti^l v3 OfAVf^xS ixeiw fetfjiioclftq lU ccvrtft fiv^^ec^ oVdSf 
^a^otifofrdii u7ro^3iv<rafMsitoq* ' ' ' En ^*» xXoTrri to w^etyfiiaf- 

ckXX^ {laq d'jro kuT^uv i^uv) i whoj'fdMTuv i ^iMticyviMtruff uTFoivvtiJa'tq* 
Longinus ^ipt/^ov; Ed. Pearce. Page 51. 52. Dryden^ whofe 
Tranflation of the laft Sentence of the above QuvOtation, I have 
given, from his Preface to Troilus and (^rejjtda^ feems to have 
read not xoCKm yfym^ but KoCi^^ u^ut. 

but 
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but of the SoUSty of bis Judgement. He bor- 
rows only to {hew his own Talents m height-^; 
ening, refining and polifhmg all that is fiirniihed 
him by others, and thereby fecures his Charac-* 
ter as a fine Writer^ from being confounded 
with that of the dull Copyer. If his Touch con- 
vert bafe Metal into Sterling Coin ; if from 
amidil indigeiled Heaps of Dulnefs he can ex- 
trad: the only fhining Thought, the only ilrik- 
ing Image ; if he can fo change and new-model 
what he borrows, as to add a Dignity of Lan^ 
guage and Propriety of Epithet to Sentiments 
cloathed by their Original Author in the meaneft 
Garb 5 — if an Author borrows in fuch a Manner 
(and that Milton has done fo I need not illuftrate 
by particular Inftances as it is not controverted) 
the Skill fhewn in making fo judicious an Ufe 
of the Labors of others leaves the Reader no 
Time to give them any Share of the Praife, 
and leads him to this Conclufion, that to make 
a prudent and fkilful Imitation, to acconmio- 
date it fo as to make it correfpond exadly to the 
prefent Occafion — and to drop it when the Pro- 
fecution of it wou'd commence improper, are 
Marks of Genius and Capacity, far from being 
contemptible. 

The 
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The above Reflexions^ will, I think fuffid- 
ently obviate the! Confequences that Lauder 
feems to draw, to the Prejudice of Miltcnh po- 
etic Merits from his having imitated the Writers 
referred to, infomeof the Sentiments, Similies, 
Speeches and Defcriptions in the Paradife Lqfi. 
The other Part of the Charge— his having 
borrowed even the Flan of bis Pcem comes next 
to be confidered. 

Now, my Lord, granting the Truth of this 
Charge, yet ftill I fee fto Reafon for making the 
wild Conclufion that Milton^s Prctentibns to 
Genius are overturned, or that his Critic can be 
warranted to call him, as he does an * unlicen^ 
fid Plagiary. 

Had he produced in any of his Authors a 
Poem where M//^«'s Plan of the Paradije U>jl 
is fketched out fo as to make a tolerable Like- 
nefs ; had he (hewn that the Englijh Poet found 
the Edifice already, built, and had no Merit but 
that of repairing and adorning it, then, indeed, 
I grant we fhou'd have had no Reafon for look- 
ing upon him as endowed with any Superiority 
of Genius 5 we (hou'd fcarce have regarded hinflt 

• 

* Lauder\S.ii^y, Page 16 j« 
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in any other Light but that of a Tranfcriber- 
But this our Critic has not done j this he cou'd 
not do. He is at the Pains to tranfcribe the 
Contents of Mafenius's Poem, and the Maip- 
nal Notes, which gave os a compleat Idea of a 

. Performance reprefented by him as the Ground- 
^York of Milton's Plan. — Now whoever will 

. take the Trouble to compare the Plan of the 
Paradife Lojl with the Analyfis of Mafenim 
given us by Lauder^ will fcarce find any other 
Refemblance but what unavoidably arcrfc from 
Writing on the fame Subjed, and from having 
had the fame Materials to work upon—the fa- 
cred Volumes. — ^And even our Critic himfelf, 
when he wou'd inftance the Particulars in which 
Milton's Plan is the fame with Mafenim\ can 
mention only the infernal Council or Pandcmo- 
nium, Lucijer*s Habit and Chariot^ the Fight of 
the Angels J with the Exeurjian of thefaMen Spi^ 
ritsfrom Hell *. Let us admit then that Mil- 
ton has taken thefe Hints from MafeniuSy that he 
has borrowed his Death and Sin botn John 
Fox -f, his angelic War from Taubmannm f , 
and other Members and Epifodes of his Paradife 
Lojl from others, yet while the Compofition of 
the whole Plan, die Connexion of die feveral 

• Uudtr\ Eflav, p. 2«. t J^"- P- «i5- X D'. p. 136. 
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uts, and the Reference they bear to each other 
e indMputably all his own, his Pretentions to 
enius will remain unfhaken. Invention is the 
incipal Ingredient in our Idea of Geniusy and 
at Milton was not deficient in Invention, but 
eft with an uncommon Strength of Fancy and 
rtent of Imagination is obvious from the ad- 
irable Manner in which he has difpofed, 
nged and united, fb as to have a proper Place 
his Plan, detached, incoherent Hints ; and 
)m his having fo joined together the Materials 
[lich were fupplied by his own Fancy, and 
ofe fcattered without Order in the Writings of 
hers, as, out of them, to form a regularly 
jefted Plan, which, however fome of the 
embers of it, feparately confidered, may be 
rrowed, is as to the Compofition of the whle 
rircly new. An Architeft who does nothing 
t copy a Plan of an Edifice out of Palladia 
Its no Proof of his Skill ; but if he has uni- 
1 the Beauties of many Palaces ercdcd by 
ler Matters, fo as that they (hou'd all have a 
ice in One ; in this Cafe we cannot refufe 
^ning him as a Ikilfiil Architeft, becaufe his 
medling together Beauties originally detached 
im each other, and his working them up inter 
le uniform Dcfign, is a Proof of his Capacity, 

C 2 and 
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and makes the Plan ^ Original^ and his.mmy 
altho' the feparatc Members of it be Old^ mi 
borrowed. 

Thus, my Lordy if there be any Weight m 
the foregoing Reflexions, the Truth of the 
Charge brought againft Milton by our Cr/if/V, 
and which he fooliflily thought big with fuch 
mighty Confequences, will ^pear to detra6): 
little or nothing from the Merit of the Paraiife 
Ijoft. 

But if Mlltcn has been ib much indebted to 
Mr. Lauder^ Moderns, why does he fo iqdut- 
triouily conceal it ? Thi^ is a Charg? of fipc 
Confcquence : But then, tho' it fhpu'd prove 
true, it affbas only his moral Charadtcr, it may 
bring him in guilty of Difingenuit)iy h^t ought 
not to brand him with Plagiarijm j it liai^y Icf- 
fen our Regard to the M(in^ but does npt deftroy 
his Reputation as a Poet. — But what Foundation 
is there for this Charge^ that Milton has ix^duf- 
trioufly concealed his being affifted by others ? 
Becaufe, fays our Critic *, be has in the mofi e^^ 
prefs Terms y in the beginning of bis Work^ dif- 
ilaimed all Manner of JJJiJance and flslp in 

f hauder^^ Effay, Page 7^, 
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ttmpofiHghu Poem^ by offer ting that ins Mufi 
purfues 

Things unattempted yet in Profc or Rhime, 

Now I fliou*d be extremely glad if Mr. Lau^ 
der wou d take the Trouble to prove that this 
Line of Milton implies, what he wou'd have Us 
believe, a difcldmhig of all Manner of Help 
and Affiftance in compofing his Poem — —Let 
Hs keep to the ftrid:, grammatical Senfe of the 
Line, and it will appear that Milton might make 
this Boaft without any Difingenuity, and with- 
out any intention of deluding the World into a 
Belief that he was more of an Original Writer 
tikan he redly is. For if there be fo much as 
one Part of the Plan of Paradife Loji^ if there 
be but one Epifode^ or even one Sentiment in 
that Poem, the Work of Milton's own Fancy 
(and even Lauder himfelf will not, I believe, 
deny that there are fome Things ;^^^ in the 
Paradife Lojt) this intitled him to fay that he 
fung things unattempted yet. ^Had Milton ailert- 
ed that his Subjedt was unattempted yet in Profe 
or Rhime, then indeed the Charge of Difinge- 
nuity might have had a Foundation. But there 
is a wide Difference between faying that he fings 
Things unattempted yet in Profe or Rbime, and 

faying 



( i6) 

fiiying that the Subjefl: of his Poem is entirely 
new and had never been thought of before- 
The Subjea of the Paradife Loft is as Old as 
the facred Volumes ; and therefore, if the Line 
in Queftion is to be underftood as our Critic in- 
terprets it, Milion, by it, difclaims the Aflit- 
tance of the Scriptures as much as he difclaims 
the Affiftance of Lauder's /ohiojxt Modems; 
But furely this cou'd never enter mto his Head, 
becaufe whoever took the Paradife Loft into his 
Hands cou'd not but immediately perceive that 
it owed its Original to the Scriptures and to the 
Fall of Man as there. related. 

« 

Or were we even to allow that all the confti-- 
tuent Parts of Milton's Plan are borrowed (tho* 
this is far from being the Cafe) yet, even on 
this Suppofition, his ufing of the Line pbjedcd 
to cou'd be defended; he might, even then, 
have faid, without any Impeachment of Truth,, 
that he fung Tbingi unattempted yet in Profe or 
Rbime^ becaufe, as I have already obferved, the 
Compoiition of the Plan of his Poem is all his 
own, and makes it really an Original tFork. A 
Phyfician who by the judicious Junftion and 
Mixture of feveral Drugs compofes a Pill or an 
EleStuary of a fovcreign Efficacy in certain Cafes,, 
wou'd have Reafon to complain of hard Treat- 

ment> 
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ment, if the World refufcd to look upon him as 
^t^ Original Inventor of this Medicine, merely 
becaufc the Ingredients that compofe it were 
akeady of Ufe in Phyfic. The Compofition of 
thefe Drugs, which feparately takefi, cou'd have 
been of no Ufe, into one, well-proportioned 
Mafs that has a fanative Virtue,— juftly intides 
the Contriver of it to the Honor of being an 
Inventor«^nd it wou'd be ridiculous to accufe 
him of Difingenuity fot calling his Medicine 
entirely new. In the fiunfe Manner it is equally 
ridiculous to refiife to look upon the Paradife 
Loft as an Original Poem^ merely becaufe the 
unfhapen Materials out of which it was com- 
pofed lay ready for Milton to make ufe of. 

4 

Befides ; Milton's boaft that he fung Things 
matten^ted yet in Profe or Uhime^ may be de- 
fended from this one Confideration, that he 
wa§ the fir ft who ventured upon fuch a Subje<a 
in our Language, — and that no Ejtigli/h Poet 
before him had made the Fall of Man the 
Ground-work of an Epic Poem. Surely he 
had as good Pretentions to make this Boaft as 
Lucretius had to fay 

Avia Pieridum peragro loca, nuUius ante 
Trita folo *. 

• Lucntitts, Book f. 1. 92^. 
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Lucretius had before him when he compoh 
fed his Poem> the Works of the greatefl Maf-* 
ters of the Atomic and E^uraan School, and 
all that is his own is the new Drefs in which he 
has cloathed the Sentiments of his Se£t 

Virgil in his Georgics boafts to the fameParpofe 



me Pamaffi deferta per ardua dulcis 



Raptat amor : jiivat ire jugis qua nulla priorum 
Caftaliam molli divertitur orbita clivo *• 

Now, what other Foundation has Firgilfot 
this Boafl: but that he was the firft of the Latin 
Poets who wrote on the Subjedl of j4gricuU 
ture ? — Hejiody 'tis well known, had long be- 
fore, treated the fame Subjeft in Verfe, and 
how much the Roman owes to the Greek Bard, 
need not be confirmed by particular Inftanccs. 

Horace J that he might not be thought infe- 
rior to his two Countrymen already mentioned, 
alfo tells us 

Libera per vacuum pofui veftigia princeps 
Non aliena meo preffi pcde f 

And has he any other Foundation for this 
Boaft, but that he was the firfl Latin who had 

* Georgic id.'^zc^i. f ift Eplftle, iflBook. 
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attempted Xjyric Poetry ? Tho*- he had formed 
himfclf oa Pindar^ Anacreov^ and other Greeksy 
who pxcelled that Way, and had them for his 
Guides^ yet he thought himfelf intitled to make 
the above-mentioned Boaft, becaufe none of his 
own Countrymen had ihewn him the Way in this 
kind of Poetry. 

Equally to the Purpofe are the I.-ines of 
Maniliusy 

Aggr^ior prUaujEqitf noTis Heltcona movere 

Cg;>tibus — ■ ■' . ■ 

Hofpita facra ferens nulli memorata priorum *• 

Now ; 'tis well known that Manilius's SuV 
Jeft had been already handled fey Aratus in a 
Poem ; yet his having been the firft of the La-- 
tin Poets who attempted it, gave him a Right 
to make ufe of the above Lines. And if fuch 
Bdaffts are not thought criminal in Maniltw^ in 
Horace^ in Firgily in Lucretius^ why fhou'd a 
fimilar one be thought fo highly criminal in 
Milton ? 

Add to this, that the Encomiums of a Poet on 
his pwn Subjedl are very allowable, and as it 
cou'jd tend only to lower the Merit of his Work 

* ManiliuSf Book I. 1 4. 
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to Mention its having been imitated or borrowed 
from others, fo doth it feem to be a Licence 
full as reafonable as many others indulged to 
Poets, that they fhotfd be permitted to make 
their Boafts — that they tread Unbeaten Paths^ 
that they have climbed Parnaffus a new way^ that 
none of the former Poets have made Ufe of their 
Suhje6l — in a Word, that they fing things un^ 
attempted yet in Profe or Rhime. Mi/ton had, 
at leaft, as good Pretenfions to boaft in this 
Manner as had any of the Latin Poets I have 
mentioned ; and if they are not thought guilty 
of Diiingenuity for fo doing, why fhou'd the 
Charge be urged againfl: him in particular ? Why 
fhou d he be faid to have difclaimed all Manner 
of Help and Affiftance in compofing his Poem, 
for having faid nothing but what I have proved 
he cou'd fay without deviating from Truth, and 
which other Poets with no greater, nay, with 
much lefs Reafon have faid before him ? 

But perhaps the Critic of the Paradife Lofi 
thinks it a Piece of Difingenuity that Milton 
did not exprefsly acquaint the World, what 
Authors he imitated or borrowed from, in 

compofing of that Poem. Now, I fhou'd 

imagine, it were a fufBcient Anfwer to this, to 

6 afk 
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afk Lauder^ whether it was not a Piece of Difin- 
gcnuity in himfelf, that he did not exprefsly ac- 
quaint the World whofe Affiftance he had in 
compofing his own EJfay ? W ith regard to 
Milton J there was nothing ungenerous or crimi- 
nal in his omitting to do this, becaufe if he bor- 
rowed any thing from other Authors, thefe 
Authors were already in the Hands of the 
World. The Books a Man reads, unavoidably 
give him a Turn of thinking correfpondent to 
tihem, and the Sentiments he meets with there 
infenfibly become his own ; fo that, in expref- 
fing his own Ideas, he naturally runs into Imi- 
tations of his favorite Authors. But is it necef- 
fary that he fhou'd, upon every Occafion, tell 
his Readers, here I imitated Plato — there Cicero 
was of ufe — this Sentiment was furnifhed me by 
Homer — and that was borrowed from Virgil? 
This were an endlefs, nay an unneceflary Work, 
and what no Author ever has executed. For. 
'tis one of the moft capital Points labored by 
Commentators, to point out and difcover thofe 
Paflages of their Authors which have been 
imitated from the Works of others. Virgil has 
imitated TheocrituSy Hefiod^ Horner^ Ennius^ 
Lucretius^ and others very freely, but where did 
he ever exprefsly acquaint the World with this ? 
Men of Learning, he knew, cou'd find out the 

D 2 Paflages 
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Paffagcs inlitated, arid accordingly he left that 
Province to them. — In the fame Manner, part 
of Milton's Plan, and alfo particular Sentiments, 
to be met with in his Paradife Loft^ have been 
borrowed from the Scriptures, from the ancient 
Poets, and, if Mr. Lauder will have it fo, alfo 
from his Moderns. But was Milton under any 
Obligation to acquaint his Readers when and 
where he was thus indebted to them ? And can 
his not having done this be called an induftrious 
Concealment of his Helps^ be termed highly un^ 
genet ousy nay, criminal to the loft Degree ^ and 
abjo^utely unworthy of any Man of common PrO" 
lity and Ilojior *. None but our Critic cou'd 
draw fuch Conclufions. — The pointing out of 
thofe Paffages in the Paradife h'fi which Milton 
has imitated from former Authors, has been thd 
Employment of his greateft Admirers — who, 
thereby, thought they only raifed his Charadter 
the n ore, by the more dilplaying his Learning* 
Little did they dream that this their Labor cou'd 
ever be urged as an Argument to deprels the 
Merit of the Farad fe Lo/l, or be fo wrefted as 
to lay Foundation for an Accufation of its Au- 
thor as guilty of Difingenuity in not exprefsly 
acquainting the World from whom he 
borrowed. 

* Lauder y Page 162—163. 
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And ndw. My Lord, having fhcwn that 
Milton*^ Boaft, that he fung Things unattempted 
let in Profe or Rh'ime, has been, without any 
Reafon, urged by his Critic as an induftrkus 
Concealment of his Helps^ and a peremptory dif^ 
claiming of all AJJiJlance^ fufFer me to take No- 
tice of the following ftrange and injudicious 
Aflertions ; ** That Mankind by giving too im- 
^' plicit a Faith to this bold Aflertion of our 
•* Poet, that he fung things unattempted yet ^ have 
* been deluded intoafalfe Opinion of Milton^ % 
'^ being more an Original Author than any 

^* Poet ever was before him 3 that this Opi- 

'^ nion and this only has been the Caufe of that 
'* infinite Tribute of Veneration that has been 
" paid him thefe fixty Years paft. Hence fo 
^ many Editions, Tranflations, Commentaries, 
^^ Lives, Encomiums, Marble Bufts, Piftures, 
« Gold and Silver Medals *'\ 

Now, with what Shadow of Truth can the 
Critic of Milton affert, that the infinite Tribute 
of Veneration paid to him has arifen from Men's 
Ignorance of his having been indebted to the 
Afiiiftance of other Authors in the compofing of 
his Poem, when 'lis an indifputable Fa<9:, that 
Aofc very Pcrfons who have dope more than 

* Lauder^ Page 74. 
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any body clfc to raifc and extend his Reputa- 
tion, have been the principal Difcoverers of his 

Imitations ? Long before Mr. Lauder ever 

was heard of, the World knew that Milton had 
been indebted for the Ground- work of his Plan, 
aiid the principal Epifodes of his l^oem, to the 
Bible. And by turning to the late ufeful Edition 
of our Poet, where we have all the Notes of 
his different Commentators, we (hall fee that it 
has been, all along, their great Aim to trace 
their Author thro' the vaft Compafs of ancient 
and modern Learning, and to mark the Ufe he 
has made not only of the facred but the profane 
Writers — not only of the Greek and Latin^ but 
alfo of the Italian and Englijh Poets. Their 
Veneration for the Paradife Loft cou'd not ariic 
ftom the Source Lauder pretends, becauie the 
Helps and Afliflance which, according to his 
own Account, Milton has got from the obfcure 
Moderns he quotes, are a mere Trifle in Com- 
parifon of thofe which he has drawn from more 
eminent Authors, and which had been before 
taken Notice of by Hume^ Addifon^ Bentley^ 

Pearcey Newton^ Thyer^ and others How weak, 

therefore, muft not our Critic's Judgment be, 
who can imagine that it will fink the Merit of . 
Milton's Poem, to acquaint the World that he 
copied his Pandamonium^ and two or three 

more 
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lOre Parts of his Plan from MafeniuSy when it 
d not fink the Merit of his Poem to know, as 
c did before, that far more important Parts of 
Is Plan, nay indeed the principal Parts of it, 
ere copied from the Scriptures ? Or if we con- 
ier Milton as having imitated only the Senti- 
ments, Similies and Defcriptions of other Au- 
lors — ^have not his greateft Admirers pointed 
at vaftly more of thefe Imitations than our 
ritic himfelf ? By carting an Eye on the Notes 
L Dr. Newton's Milton, befides the frequent 
id clofe Imitations of Scripture, we fhall find 
iv Poet borrowing from Horner^ Sophocles, 
\uripidesy Mfchyhs, among the Greeks^ from 
irgily Horace, Lucan, Statius, C/audian zmong 
le Romans, from "Tajfo, Ariofto, Boiardo^ 
larinoy among the Italians, and from his own 
!ountrymen Fairfax, Spenfer, and Shake/pear. 
-And will our Critic after this, have the Con- 
dence to affert, that Milton's having concealed 
lat he was indebted to Majenius for his Com- 
arifon of Satan to a Tower, to Ramfay for his 
imile of the Serpent compared to a Ship, to 
'aubmannus for his Thought of afcribing the 
ivention of Fire-arms to the Devil, to Grotius 
)r his comparing the Serpent*s Eyes to Carbun- 
les, will he, I fay, aflert, that the World's 
emg ignorant of this, till he brought it to Light, 

has 
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iias been the Caufe that the Paradife Loft hai 
gained (b much Veneration ? And can he be {9 
foolish as to flatter himfelf that theie ioiporUftt 
Difcoveries will make the World change it's 
C^inion? 

The foregoing Reflexions, which I havie o^ 
fered to your Lordfhip's Confideration occurred 
to me on my firft Perufal of the Ejfay oh Milr 
toa's Ufe and Imitation of the Moderns y anj 
4ipQn a Supp<^tion that the Author of it h^ 
made good his Charge, had really diifcoverad tp 
the World a new Set of Writers whofc Work? 
have furniihed Milion with ufefuj Hints in lie 
compofing of his Paradife Loft. It did not 
enter into my Head that our Critic cou'd ha?^ 
the AfTurance to urge falfe Quotations in fupport 
of his Charge \ and therefore, I, as, I imagine, 
did every other Perfun, into whofe Hands hi.s 
Book has fallen, implicitly took it for granted 
that the Authors he quotes really contain thoft 
Lines which he attributes to them, and fome of 
which bear fo ftriking a Refemblance to Pafli- 
ges in the Paradife Lofty that the Reader cannot 
avoid concluding with him that Milton had 
feen and imitated them. — ^Will it not, therefor^ 
be thought extremely ftrange, will it not excite 
the utmoft Indignation in every candid Perfon'^ 

Breaft 
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Breaft, if the Revcrfe of this (hall appatr to be 
the Cafe-i?^if it fhall appear t^at our confcientious 
Critic^ whofe Notions of Morality taught him 
to accufe Milton of want of common Probity or 
Hondr for having boafted that he fung Things 
unattempted yet in Profe or RhimCy has, in order 
CD be able to make good his Charge againft 

Milton^ had Recourfe to Forgeries Forgeries 

perhaps the grofleft that were ever obtruded on 
the World ? 

My Refidence during Tome Part ofthislaft 
Summer at a Place where Learning has all the 
A-ffiftances that good Libraries can afford, and 
where (if any where in England) the Authors, 
from whom our Critic afTerts Milton to have 
borrowed are to be found, gave me an Inclina- 
don to make a Search for them. Many of thefe 
are, indeed, fo rare that even that Place cou'd 

not furnifti me with them. Not being fo 

lucky, therefore, as to meet with a Copy of 
Ma/enius or of Grotius*s Adamiis J^xulj my next 
Search was for Stapborjiius a Dutch Poet and 
Divine, who wrote a congratulatory Poem which 
l)p call? Triumpbus Pads on the Conclufion of 
the Pc^ce bctvfrixt the States of Holland and the 
Common-wealth of England in 1655. ^* This 
^ honeft Dutchman (fays JLauder) to be fure 

JE . xiever 
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** Aevcr dreamt that the Prince of Engll^ 
*« Poets wou d condefcend to plume himfelf ib 
liberally with his Feathers : But it was A//7- 
ton's Cuftom to make all Authors tributary td 
him whom he read, to tecompenfe I pref^c 
** his Trouble ift perufing them, and to fafhcy 
'.* that his bare Acceptance of their IV^te of 
" Afliftance, was Reward fufficient without the 
" Formality of a public Acknowlegement *., 

You fee, my Lord, from this Quotation, the 
Ill-natured Pleafure out Critic feels in infulting 
over the Charader of our Countryman. Let 
us, therefore, examine thole Inftances which 
are urged as Proofs that Milton has plumed lum* 
fclf with the Feathers of Stapborjlius. 

Lauder*^ firft Charge -f, that Miltm pwc8 
this Paffage 

What in me is dark 
Illumine ! what is bw raife and fupport I 

to fome Lines of Stapborjiius which he. quotes, 
is fo trifling, and the Refemblance between thte 
two Authors is, here, fo diftant, thit it doth 
uol merit our Attention, and> therefore, I fbdl 



• LMudir^ p. 102, 103. f D^ jy*. 
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proceed to confider how juftly the EngUJh Poet 
has been reprefented as having been indebted 
for his Panegyric on Marriage to the 
J^utcbmafi. 

In fupport %of this Charge, our Critic quotes 
* Thirty two Lines as from Stapborfiius'^ Poem^ 
a Copy of which I was fo lucky as to meet 
with^ printed at Dort 16^5. Being refolved, 
therefore, to collate this Quotation with the 
printed ipditiqn frojn which it is pretended to 
be taken, after I got the Book into my Han(? I 
was abfolutely at a Lofs where to turn for the 
Lines in Queftion. Had Lauder been a fair 
Writer^ had he been defirous of trufting the 
Merits of his Caufe to ev?ry ones Infpedtion and 
Judgemental he wou'd certainly have told his 
Readers in what Part of his Author's Works 
the Quotations he makes aj'e to b^ fpund ^ he 
wou'd have marked the Page where they are 
to be met vvith, and have mentioned other 
Particulars which wou'd have rendered it eafy 
for one, who had Inclination, to find the PaC- 
fages quoted, in the originaj Authors. But 'ti§ 
remarkable that, thro' his whole Book, he 
pmits doiQg thi$. Confciou^ perhaps, of the 

• Laudtr, Page 104, 105. 
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Unfairnefs of his Quotations he hoped to ward 
off a Detedtion by diftraditig the Examiner 
where to fearch. This blind Way of quo- 
ting laid me under a NeccfEty of turning over an 
entire Volume, and of examining every Page, 
in order to find the Lines mentioned by our 
Critic as the Source of Mfl/on*s Sentimetits on 
Marriage. — At laft I found them *: But ob- 
ferved a vaft Difference between Lauder's Quo- 
tation, and the Edition printed at Dort^ which 
that you may be fenfible of, I (hall tranfcribc 
the PaiTage in Queftion as it really ftands in 
Staphorjiius. 

9 

Fcedus in humanie fragili quod fan^lius aevo 
Firmius et melius, <|uod magtiiikentlus at ^uam 
Conjueii, fponfi> (bonfaeque jugalia (acra \ 
Qstt nncera fide$ oextra haod fecus sttquc itgilla 
Tarn cbpkie fumatur ovans, ic quae fniiturtot 
Signik ac precibus, tot habens patr<(que, ducelqiie 
Ac defpon& fides, fervatrix firma decori 
Connubii ? Deus eft iimunus P^ter ejus & au£br* 
c Subfignant chari qui ipfos gjenuere Parentes, 
jDuIciter tt reliqui tunc fuBr^antfir ajiuci, 
^Publicitus thalami confimiat Ecclefia fceduB 
C Addunturque preces, fit conclamatio vulgi ; 
Fcemina fic & mas thalamum fociantur in unultt 
Iplbs vota decent eadem, vttitm una falubris : ^ 
tit veluti natura monet quod confulit sequum» 
Quod concinna rogans ratio validiffima Suadet.' 
Sic fit (an£la Venus ftabilis, fint vincula amork 
Candida & obdurent cun^os facrofandb per annos. 

• ^tafborjtitts^ Book 2d.^. 8l. 

Qttwere 



( 3» ) 

€ Qtttftfrt debet eolrn miilier tii) citia m$rituiii | 

t Ouaer^e fie nulkm deb^t mas ultra maritam ) 

Memhn Sdcs thalami fervare reciproca mandat 
Omni? in hoc ^vo ipfontm coAcefla voluptas 
Conjugis in gi^mlo tanttim folidatur in uno ; 
Ut penes alterutrum fit corporis una poteftas : 

C Corporis unde fui non eft mas tutor at uxor ) 

. { Corporis at^ue fui domina eft non foemina fed vir ) 
Hoc tarn mamificuniy tarn fan£hmi^ tarn folidum^uc 
Percellensaiiimosfi^eadore, tot unde potentes 

' Heroas) tantofque duces prodire cabalto 
Trojano veluti> certum dd^ hominumque propaga 
Tdta decet manare pudens : omnifque poteflas 
In terris ex bac dirini Sttrpe refultat. 

Now if any one will but take the Trouble to 
con:ipare the above Lines which are faithfully 
tranfcribed from Staf^^im^ with thofe which 
the Critic of Milton quotes as his> a very re-^ 
markable Difference will appear at firfl Sight. 
He will obferve^fevcral Lines canittcd which I 
have reftorcd to their place and diftinguifhed by 
including them in Parenthefes ; and not only 
this, but he will be furprized to find eight Lines 
quoted as Stapbirjlius\ which have no Exift- 
ence in that Author, 

In the Room of ^arerf debet enint mulier 
nil citra Mori turn ^ and the following equally 
wretched Line, Lauder inferts as follows, 

AuTpicetei fugiens alieni fuccubale^ 

pira libidaHommmn teta de gente repulfa eft, 

Ac 
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Ac t^tiif^ gregibus pecudum xatioDe carenton^ 
impentx & fine lege tori furibunda vagatur. 
Au^ice te^ quam jura probant, re<^inque piumque 
Filius atque pater, fraterque innotuit, & quo^ 
Vincula vicini fociarunt fanguinis, ate 
Noniinibus didi^^er^ fuapi d^ftinguere gentem. 

Thcfe eight Lines our Critic has diftinguiffi-n 
ed from the reft of the Quotation, by printing 
them in Italics^ as having the moft ftriking 
Refemhlance tp the Panegyric on Manjigge in 
the Paradife Loft. As to the reft of the Quo- 
tation from Stapborftius^ I appeal to every one 
ivhether he can find the leaft moil diftant Ren 
fembtance between it and any of Milton*^ Sen-* 
timents on the fame Subjedt So that the Me- 
rits of the Controveriy are confined to the laA 
quoted Eight Lines, and Milton^s being in^ 
debted for his Sentiments on Marriage to 
Stapborjiius^ refts upon his having imitated 
them. , 

And, indeed, if thefe Lines be really in Sta^ 
phorjiim I will allow that the Oitic of Milton 
has made good his Charge, becaufc the follow- 
ing ones from the Paradife Loft bear the 
ftrongeft Refemblance to them that can be* 

By thee, adulterous Luft was driven from Men 
Ampng the beftial Herd to range ; 'by thee 
Founds in Naturp loyal, juft and purcx. 

ReTationft 
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kelations dear and all At Charities 

Of Father^ Son and Brother firft were known ^^ 

Here, then I join Iflue with Mr. Lauder^ 
and allow that the Eight Latin Lines, and the 
Five Englijh ones of Milton^ juft quoted, arc 
(o much alike, that he who wrote the one, had 
the other before him : But, I abfolutely deny 
that the Engiijh are ikt Copy, 

For thus, fny Lord^ ftands the Cafe, The 
Critic of Milton quotes dight iines as from 
StapborJiiuSy but upon turning to the printed 
Copy of that Author, no fuch Lines are there to 
be tntt with. Will he endeavor to fave him- 
felf by faying that the Edition he made ufe of 
has thefe Lines, tho' the Edition I collated has 
them not ? — ^AU Evafion of this kind is preclu- 
ded, becaufe the Defcription he gives of bis 
Edition § of Staphorjiius proves it to be the 
fame to which I appeal, and which every one 

m^ fee in the Bodleian Library, ^'Tis im- 

poflible, therefore. For him to clear himfelf from 
this Charge which I now bring agamft him— * 
Of having corrupted the Text of St apkorstiu^ 
hy interpolating Eigbt Lines not to be found there ^ 



• Paradtfi Loji, B. 4. 1. 753: 

\ Sec laudm^fi Dates of lus Authors, 
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nvhicb Eight Lines are the $nhf ones en nbieb he 
cou^d found his Charge ag^nft Milton of hav-- 
tng imitated the Dutchioan^i Panegyric on 
Marriage. 

But tho* what has been already cbfervcd, 
puts it beybnd all doubt that the Critic of Milted 
has interpolated the Ei^t Lines in Qji^ion 
into the Text of Stapborfiius; yet, for ' your , 
Lord/hip'^ farther Satisfaftion, it . may not be 
improper to niention from whence Lauder has 
gdt them. If I oqait doing this, room wou'd 
be left for imagining (hat he hipifeif has tranik-- 
ted them from thofe of MtUon already quoted. 
But this is not the Cafe ; The Lines arc good 
bnesi and, therefore, let us give the Honor of 
theoi to their rdil Author. 

in order, then, to open the Sources from 
^ich our Critic has derived many of his Quo- 
tations which be^ fo flriking a Refemblanceto. 
Paffages in the Paradife Lofi, I muft take No- 
tice that fo long ago as the Year 1690, there 
was printed at London ,a li^//^ Tranflation of (he 
Paradife Loft and Re^ained^ and of the Samfon 
jigoniftes^ by one Hogaus, as he calls himiblf 
in the Title Page, — Hogy I fuppofe, if we fhrip 
the Name of the Latin Termbatioo. This 

Book 
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Book feems to have been of mighty Ufe to oiii 
honeft Critic. Being in Pofleffion of a Copy 
of it, he has begtin, in Time, to imagine that 
bis was the only Copy ; and, therefore^ being 
refolved to do what was in his Power to leflen 
that tribute of Veneration pdid to Milton^ he 
thought he cou'd not take a more efFedtual Way 
to fix the odious Charafter of an unlicenfed Pla-^ 
giafy upon him, than by inferting into the Au- 
thors from whom he pretends Milton has bor* 
rowed. Lines from Hogaus, and which cou'd 
not but bear a ftriking Refemblance to Lines irl 
the Paradife Lojiy being indeed nothing more 
nor lefs than Tranflations of them. 

That I have fufficient Grounds for aflerting; 
what appears fo extraordinary, your Lordjhip 
will readily admit when I inform you, that I 
have 2l6tually in my Poffeffidn at prefent this very 
Tranflation of the Paradife Loft by Hogceus j 
and upon turning to the fourth Book *, where 
he tranflates the famous Panegyric on Marriage, 
J findy wthout the Variation of a Jingle Word^ 
the eight Lines inferted by Lauder into tbx 
Text of Staphorftiiis. Had I not feen this, 
were it not in every Body's Power to fee it, by 

* Hoj^aus, Page ii2. 

., . F" turning 
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turning to I^gaus, I Ihou'd not have vi 
to aficrt a FaSt fo extremely improbabit 
ftiou'd have thought it impoflible diat t 
fyiog of a Perfon's Charafter now fo \on 
cou'd be a Matter of fuch Moment, as 
the Rules of common Probity and Honor 
be trampled under Foot, rather than n 
wherewithal to fupport an Accufation. 
certainly be thought extremely hard thai 
^oa'd be run down as a Plagiary for 
Aolen from himfelf. And yet dus is 
the Cafe : Hog tranflates the ParaJife J 
Latin ; Lauder inferts fome of Hog's Li 
Staphorjlius, and urges thefc very Lii 
DemonAration that Milton copied him. 

And now, my Lord, is not this fingle '. 
of Forgery, fo extraordinary in all its < 
Aances, and fo unexceptionahly proved, 
to blail our Critic's Credit in all his oth 
tations ?— It certainly is. However let u 
him in one or two more, and we ihall ha 
mulated Proofs of his impudent Forgeries 

In the fifth Book of the Paradife , 
have the Morning Hymn, fung t^ ji 
Evi'y and which begins thus, 

Thefc are thy glorious Works, I^uent of G 
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This Hymn, one of the grcatcft Ornaments 
of the Poefto, is^ as Dr. Newton ]v&\y obferves, 
*^ an Imitation, or rather a Sort of Paraphrafe, 
'' of the 148th Pfdm, and (of what is a Pa^ 
^* raphrafe upon that) the Canticle placed after 
" Te DeUm in the Liturgy, O dll ye Works of 
the lj)rd\ blefs ye the I^rd^ Sec. which is the 
Sorig of the three Children in the Apocry- 
pha*^, Lauder y however, imagining pcr.^ 
haps, it wou*d be a greater Refleftion on Milton^ 
Chafaiter as a Poet to convift him of imitatipg 
StaphorJtiuSy than it woud be to convidthim of 
imitating' the )PfatmiJiy tells tis — ^ that he can* 
" not help thinking but that Milton has bor- 
" rowed from this Author {Stapborjiiui) \ 
" great Part of the noble Hymn fiing hy Adam 
" and Eve f ''. 

In fupport of thiis Charge he quotes Thirty* 
thrcfc Lines from his Dutchman. Eut as it 
wou'd fwell this Letter to an iihmoderate 
Length, were I to irifert Quotations unnecefla-* 
rily, I fhall, thetiefbre, refer to Mr. Lauder\ 
Book for the Quotation in qucftion which 
begins thus, 

Codeftes animas ! fublimia templa tenentes^ 

* Dr. Nefwt9tC% Note on the 153 Line of the 5th Bock, 
-j- Lauder^ Page 108* 
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And Ends thus 

Colluftrat terras dum luminc Tkan. £00 §« 

Now tho* our Critic cannot help thinking 
M'tlioris Morning Hymn copied from the Lines 
of Stapborjlius^ laft referred to, yet am I per- 
fuaded that, upon comparing them, every im-* 
partial Perfori will think he has Reafbn to con- 
- elude, that tho' there b^ fome Refemblance of 
Sentioieht, yet this i$ no Proof th^t Milton ever 
faw Stapborjlius j becaufe this Refemblance has 
arifen frona their both having had before them 
(he Pfalm and Church Hymn already mentioned. 

But there are two Lines in th^ Quotatioqi 
Lauder gives us from Stapborjlius^ which he 
perhaps thinks are a Proof that Milton imitateil 
in this Place the Dutch Poet and not the inipi- . 
red Pfalmifi, And indeed there is a very flrik- 
ing Refemblance between them, and two Lines 
in the Morning Hymn of the Paradije Loft. 
1 1 Milton^ having called upon every Part of 
inanimate Nature tp praife the Lord, adds 

Witnefs, if I be filent Even or Morn. 

Now there is a Line in our Critic's Quotation ^ 
fironx Stapborftius yery like this, 'tis as follows, 

Aurora, redeunte nova| rcdeuntibus umhris. 
% itfif^fr. Page 109— HP. 

Again, 
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Again, Milton has the following Line 

Him firft, him laft, him midft and without End ; 

KnA, tis fcarce poflible to tranflate this Line 
nore literally than in the following Words 
vhich are alio quoted as Staphorftius'Sy 

Tc primum, & medium, & funmium, fed fine carentem. 

Here, then, again our Critic thinks he has 
^eafon to triumph over MiltOHy as pluming bim^ 
elf with the Feathers of Staphorftius ; and every 
)ne who takes it for granted that thefe two Lines, 
tfpecially the laft, are in the 'DutchmarC^ 
fc/Vorks, will very readily admit the Truth of 
he Charge. But, indeed, they are no more in 
^taphorjiius than are the Eight Lines already ta- 
c.en Notice of. For upon collating Lauder^s 
I^tation with the Dort Edition, I found that 
iiey were both wanting, as is alfo another Line 
quoted by him as in his Author, 

O miris mirande modis, ter maximercrumi 

They are wanting in the very Edition which, 
IS I obferved before, he tells us he ufed, and, 
:lierefore, that be has interpolated them to cye- 
ite a Refemblance between Milton and Sta^- 
'>borJlius which had no Exiftence before, is evi- 
dent bejrond all Difpute. And certainly, he; 

coud 
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ifait lUdbtibiaQcK^ &aL irr inCrrtii^ into jSzb- 
fb(0rfiiu'^ ai bt bad tkiiK id annrrh^ Fho; 
/fog^t Tranflathir- of liiofe vcrrliieB, ^wifiriiS 
prt9fe»dt Mxkim bas fhifeii. €^kib g^a itiiiiing 
//^t Traailatkis cf ti>r Jft^SprBrz^JBRms, I£niiii 
iltf; JJoc:^ k ^ueftkm, to IvPt a Fbce Aer ^. 
-^It itaast io trtnaaodljr iayrohalJlr, dial azr^ 
<ine Ihf^u'd ever Tentm to pot fo g|ta& jd fao- 
pofitk^ <jo the WorH, tbat, as l obibv e d bc- 

/ ^mc^ the ctrtaitstjr of die Fad:. 

I Oiall Airily add on tfai* Head, inarticrtotf* 
puie mr>re, the wibk Manner in which Za-^ 

iUr givcb u^ ^^.{uotatsons fiom Us AothoiSy re* 
(embling Vz&ff^ of the Paradife Lqfi, that be 
mit only thinks himfclf at Liberty to inicrt what 
vnh not in their I'cxt^ but alfo to leave out 
what h really there. An Inftance of tlus I gave 
in the firft Qjiotation from Stapborjlius^ where ' 
I included, in Parenthefes, eight Lines omitted 
by the CriticHi«.And we find him in this M 

^ thf0m% p. Ii8'--i30. Laudtr in order to accommodate 
Myi*ll lr«nflACion of tho Line, Himfirjky him laft^ &c. to the : 
i/ourvxc of S$0fk§rftiM in this Place, was obliged to difplay hb 
MkUl in aU«f Injl Uia Texc of hii Authora by changing Hume inm 
y#« V\\t tha Ltno in /it/ runs thus 

l(uDC|^liiiu4ni huAcmediumi hunc fummum^ fed fine 
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E^uotation dokig the fame Things and leaving 
3ut eig^it Lines again, which ought to have a 
PJacc after the Sixth Line of his Quotaticm, 
iind are as follows, 

Servator renimque opifex, tu patris imago 
O indute m^os artus cumfanguine lympham 
Reddebas moriens, venturae pignora vitae, 
£t totum rupto fundebas corpore apiorem : ' 

Vulneribus tergum effofTum fla^fque cruentum 
Monflrafti patrique tuo noftroqiie, favorem 
• Ejus concilians nobis : hinc fiDedera pacis 
Ad terras venere meas ; Bellona fii^ata eft. 

It will not be a fufficient Excufe for Lauder 
:o allege that he omitted thefe Lines merely 
xom a Convidion that Milton had made no ufe 
>f them. — When we look to his Quotation from 
Stapborfiius we wou*d certainly conclude that 
mmediately after the Line 

■^ Magna dei fabolcs ! agne inculpate Jehovae 

Followed 

Omnia in illuftri lucentia fidera cceli, 

md yet if we turn to the Original, we find no 
efs tiban eight Lines intervene. Had th? Critic 
jf the Paradife Loji been a fair Writer, when 
IB chofe to omit any Lines, as not to his 3Pur- 
K>fe, he wou'd not have impofed upon his 
leaders by prefenting them with a Conneai&it 
vhich is not in his Author. He wou*d ex- 
>ref8ly, or, at leaft, by fignificant Marks, have 

•j- vening 
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inflru(5ted us, that he had omitted fbnie inter* 
vening Lines. — Milton has but very foul play, if 
the Te^ of the Authors from whom he is fup* 
pofed to borrow muft be cut and mangled before 
a Refemblance can be made out, and which 
cou'd never have been made out but by joining 
together two diftant Periods. 

Having difpatched Staphorjiius^ let me now 
give your Lordjhif a Specimen of Lauder'^ 
Treatment of T^aubmannuu He prefcnts us . 
with four or five Quotations from this German^ 
which, from a Similitude of Sentiment in fome 
Paffagcs of the Paradife Lofty he wou'd have 
us believe Milton has feen and copied. Tho' 
as 'tis extremely natural for two Authors writing 
on the fame Subjedt, to have the fame Senti- 
ments, nay to exprefs them by ufing fimilar 
Images, that Milton and Taubmannus do refem- 
ble each other in the Paflages quoted, will not 
be thought by candid Enquirers, any Proof that 
this Refemblance is the confequence of an 
Imitation y rather than of Accident. ■ 

I fhall, therefore, take particular Notice only of 
one of the Quptations from Taubmannus^ where 
we fhall again find our Critic at the honeft Em- 
ployment of Forgery : It will not be improper 
to fet down the Lines as I find them quoted by 
hinx"^. 

* Lauder^ Page iiz. TvtOfy 
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Time, ait^ imperio regereomnia ihlus? & una 
Filius ifte tu'us, qui fe tibi fubjicit ultro, 
Ac genibus minor ad terram profternit, & ofFert 
Nefcio quos toties animi fcrvilis honofes ? 
Et tan^en aeterni proles aeterna Jehovae 
Audit ab aethereA luteaque propagine mundi, 
C Scilicet hunc natum dixifti cundta regentem, ' \ 

I Ccelitibus regem cunftis, dominumque fupremum. J 
Huic ego fim fupplex ? ego ? quo preltantior alter 
Non agit in fuperis. Mihi jus dabit ille, fuum qui 
Dat caput altcrius fub jus & vincula legum ? 
Semideus reget ille polos ? regct avia terraj ? 
Me preffum leviore manu fortuna tenebit ? 
[ Et cogar aternum duplici fervire tyranm ? J 
Haud ita. Tu folus non poUes fortibus aufis. 
Non ego fie cecidi nee fie mea fata premuntur, 
Ut nequeam relevare caput, coUoque fuperbum 
Excutere imperium. Mihi fi mea dextra favcbit 
Audeo totius mihi jus promittere mundi. 

Now, my Lord, upon collating this Quota- 
tion with an Edition of Taubmannus *, I found 
three Lines wanting in the printed Copy, which 
Lauder gives us as his Author's, and which I 
have diftinguiflied by the Parenthefes, as above. 
I cannot be pofitive whether the Edition I con- 
fulted anfwers fully to the Defcripion given by 
our Critic of his^ which he tells us was printed 
at Leipfig 1 604. For tho' Leipfig be alfo on the 
Title Page of the Copy I faw, yet I if rightly 
recoUeft, the Year is not expreflld. However, 

♦ The Liaes are in fauhmannui, Bellum Angclicum, Book I, 
Page 79, 

G fuppofing 
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fuppofing the Editions to be different, /tis ex- 
tremely improbable there ftiou'd be fo great a 
Varition between them. And> therefore, as I 
have met with an Edition (which every one 
may fee as 'tis in the Bodleian Library) that has 
not the three Lines in queflion, there is aftrpng 
Suspicion that Lauder cannot produce an Edi- 
tion that has them. 

One of thefc Lines which are Wanting in the 
Leipfig Edition of TaubmannuSy our Critic ha$ 
taken Care to have printed in Italics j for the fame 
Reafon, I fuppofe, why he diftinguiflied, in 
like Manner, Hcg's eight Lines inlerted into 
Staphorftius. The Line is 

Et cogar oeUrnum duplicifervire tyranno ? 

and it bears fome Resemblance, tlio- a diftant 
one, to the following Paflage of Milton 

Proftration vile! 
Too much to one ! but double, how endur'd*. 

But I find nothing, in the other two Lines he 
has interpolated into Taubmannus^s Text, or in- 
deed in any part of the whole Quotation that 
refembles any thing that can be produced from. 

• Paradife Loft, Book 5. 1. 782.. 
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tlie Paradife Lo/ly fo much as to perfuade us 
that Milton imitated the German in this Place. 
Lauder indeed gives us * two different PafTages 
from our Poet, which he will have to be bor- 
rowed from the above Quotation of Tauhman- 
nus. But upon comparing them together, the 
only Sentiment common to both Poets is Satan s 
Difpleafure at the Power and Honor veftcd in 
the Son of God 5 and this Sentiment, which 
occurred fo naturally on this Subjedt, is expref- 
fed in Words and Images very different. — I am 
therefore, a,t a Lofs to conceive what cou'd tempt 
our Critic to make an Interpolation that cou'd 
fo little ferve his Caufe : However, it feemsi 
he thought it might be of ufe, and 'tis enough 
I deteft his Forgeries, without troubling myfelf 
whether or not he has forged with Judgment. — 
If it be afked whether Hogc^us lent his Afliftance 
alfo here, my Anfwer is, that there feerrjed fp 
little Refemblance between any thing that can 
be produced from the Paradife Lcji and this 
Quotation from Taubmannus^ even fuppofing 
the three interpolated Lines had alfo been his^ 
that I did not think it worth while to trace Lau-r 
d^rs^ Steps minutely in this Place. I fhall only 
obferve, that one Circumftance gives me Reafoa 

* Lauder, Page 1 31, 
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to think that the interpolated Lines, at leaft one 
of them, is not Hogaus'Sy but our Critic's own 
— and this is — that there is a falfe Quantity in 
the Word Cogar. Which Blunder, 'tis probable, 
is not fo much the EfFedt of Ignorance, as of 
Defign— the German Poet to whom this Line is 
attributed not being very fcrupulous about thefe 
Matters, but frequently making fuch Miftakes. 

The Imitations which the Critic of Paradife 
Lojt pretends its Author has made from ^inti- 
anus's Tragedies, from Theodorus Beza's Abra-- 
hamus Sacrificans^ from Daniel Heinjius'% He- 
rodes Infanticida^ and other Writers, are fo 
trifling, and the Refemblance he finds, is often 
fo diftant, that even fuppofing he hath quoted 
his Authors fairly, he will be flill far enough 
from convincing the World that Milton ever faw 
them. That he has quoted them fairly I cou d 
not fatisfy myfelf, not having been able to meet 
with them after a ftridt Search. Tho', I think 
myfelf fufBciently well warranted to fuppofe that 
had the Library I examined, furniflied me with 
thefe Authors, I fliou'd have found the fame 
extraordinary Licenfes ufed in adapting their 
Text to the Paradife Loji^ as we know have 
been taken with regard to Staphorftius and T'aub- 
piannus. Carolus Malapertius^ another of Af/7- 
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ton's fuppofed Creditors, I did collate with one 
Quotation from him given us by Lauder^ from 
which he wou d have us believe Miltojt copied 
his Comparifon of Eve to Pandora. But what 
Proof is there that Milton ftole this Thought 
from the Jefuit^ when 'tis fo obvious that it 
cou'd fcarce be avoided by one acquainted with 
the Heathen Mythjlogy ? Befides, 'tis impoffible 
to exprefs the fapie Comparifon in Words and in 
a Manner more different than it has been ex- 
prefTed by Milton and Malapertiiis. To fatisfy 
your Lord/hip of this, I fhall beg leave to quote 
them both. — ^-^Malapertius's Lines are as 
follows, 

Creduli quondam vitio mariti 
Foeminae ad fraudes patuifTe narrant 
Pyx idem serumnis gravidam, malifque j 
Inde morboriun incubuifle terris 

Agmen, & totum tenuifle mimdum; 
Haec fide vates memorent Pelafg^ 
£t co!i ad lumen celebrent aniies. 

Eva Pandoram facit innocentem 
Et capi blandse facilis maritae 

Uxorius Adam^ 

Now, will any one befides our Critic 
affirm that from the above Lines of the 
Jefuifs Sedechias^ Millon borrowed the fol- 
lowing onesi^ 

What 
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of the Heavenly Inhabitants (for die Sdlboi 
Divines thought they cou'd find fo many Ordecs 
or Ranks of them mentioned in Scripture) eac^ 
of which, befides its pidlured Reprcfentation^ 
has its Name writ at full Length, and if we fol»- 
Jow Heywood's own Method, who divides his 
Work into Nine Books, and afligns One Book 
to each Order , we muft read them in the fol- 
lowing Manner, beginning with the Order he 
treats.of in his firft Book : Seraphim, Cberubinty 
^ronij Potejiates^ Firtutes, Angeliy ArcbarigeU^ 
PrincipatuSj Dominationes. — How, then, can 
Lauder have the AiBTurance to aflcrt that no 
School Boy cou'd tranflate what is in Heywoeis 
Frontifpiece -f- more literally than the Author of 
Paradife Loft has done in his Line, Thrones^ 
Dominations , Princedoms y Virtues , Powers^ 
The literal Tranflation of this Line is Tbroni^ 
DominationeSy PrincipatuSy VirtuteSy Poteftatety 
and any one who only reads Lauder y but never 
examined Heywoody wou'd naturally imagine 
that fuch a Line is on Heywoody Title Page, the 
Falfity of which is notorious from what I have 

•|- A fimilar Frontifpiece is to be met with in a whimiicalBook 
called 7heophila\ Love Sacrifice, hy Edw, Benloiv^s Efq ; , print- 
ed in 1652, which I fuppofe wou'd alfo have been brought in 
Evidence agaiiift Milion, Imd our Critic been fo lucky as to have 
ieen it. 
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obiicrycd./ Thefe Words may, indeed, be pick- 
ed out of feveral others that are there, and, by 
Jbeing put into a quite different Order, will make 
out the very Line Lauder quotes, who feems to 
have adopted Peter's Method of interpreting his 
Fathcr*s Will *, and will be an excellent Hand 
to cxtraia Blafphemy from the Bible y and Triea- 
fou from the J^ of Settlement. 

' Suffer me only to add on this Head, that the 
Critic of Milton needed not have given himfelf 
the Trouble to torture and mangle Heywood's 
Frontifpiece, to prove that the Line of the 
Paradife Loft, in queftion, was translated from 
it. For had he looked into his New Teftament 
he wou'd have found a Text which indifputably 
was the Source of Milton'^ 

Thrones, Dominations^Virtues, Princedoms, Powers; 

he wou'd have found the following Words 

which are tranflated by thtVnlgSitCy Jive T'Jbroni, 
five DominaiioneSy five Principatusy fi^e Potef- 
tates. Milton's Line is a literal Tranflation of 
thisText, with this -Difference only, that he has 
one Word more, Virtues. And we need not 

♦ Sec the Tale of a Tub. f ^^^^S ^^^P- ^' ^- " '^• 

H be 
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be at a Lofs whence he got it; for Ae Word 
Swdfutc occurs in three other Texts §, and is 
tranflated always by the Vulgate, Firfutes.^^^'^ 

Whatever Mr. Lauder may think, Milton' % 
having borrowed the dilputcd Line will never 
detradt any thing from his Merit as a Poet ; 
and, therefore, tho' I have fhewn that he has 
been falfely accufed of having tranflated it from 
Jleywoo^% Frontifpiece, yet I have not hefitated 
to acknowledge that he had it from St FauL 

I intended to have refted the Merits of nay 
Caufc on the Fadts already mentioned, but my 
Stock of Materials having been, very lately^ 
confiderably augmented J, I have it novv in my 

5 Neque Angeli, neque Principatus, tieque Virtutes, Rom. 
viii. 38. Supra omnem Principatum, Vott^nitm &c Virtuum, 
& Donilnatiorcm. Epb. i. 21. Subjcftis fibi Angelis, & Potef- 
li»tibus & Virtutibus. l Pet, HI %%. fhefe three Texts, tk'it ia 
rfic Epirtle to the C^loJ/ians already mentioned, and thofe Pluce? 
of Scriptare where mention h made of Archangels Seraphim^ 
and Cherubim, have furniihed the School Divines with the xVine 
Orders of iht Heavenly Hierarchy, the Subjedt of many Books 
Ipefore HeyweoiPi, 

X By Mr. Bonvle, M. A. o^ Oriel College, Oxford i who, tbo' 
I have not the Pleafure of his Acquaintance, has been io kind ai 
to communicate to me, by the Hands of a Friend, what ho 
knows relative to Lauder's Forgeries. And no-body knows fo 
inMch as this Gentleman, who long before 1 ejramioed ^ JM^ 
leian Library, had colle^ed Materials for an Anfwer to Lauder, 
and has the jufteft Claim to the Honor of being the Original De- 
ieSior of this ungenerous Critie. I thought this AcknoUoegement 
due from me to Mr. Botvle, who wUl, alfo, I flatter myitis, have 
the Thanks of th; Pubiic^ 

Pov^rcr 
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Power to enlarge the Catalogue of Lauder\ 

Forgeries, and to point out to your Lorijhif 

fuch grois Iqiterpolabons into the Text of Au* 

thors not yet taken Notice of, as muft, while 

they encreafe our Refentment at the Impudence 

of our Critic's Attempt, at the fame Time 

(atisfy us that his Scheme of Fraud is more 

complicated and extenfive than one cou'd 

well imagine. 

Pbineai Fletcher ^ Fellow of Kjng*% College^ 
Cambridge^ is the Author of a Latin Poenl 
againft the JefuitSy entitled, Locujia vel Pietas 
Jefuitica. From this Poem Lauder quotes * 
fourteen Lines, the two laft of which are as 
ibllows. 

In promptu caufa eft : fupereft invifta voluntas 
Immortale odium, vindictae et foeva cupido. ; 

When your Lordihip compares thefe twa 
l.ines with tlie following ones of Milt on 



-What tho* the Field be loft 



All Is not loft i th' inconquerable Will 
And Study of Revenge, immortal Hate § 

t will be impoflible to avoid being ftruck with 
he Refemblance > and as Fletcher wrote lo^g 

* i^W^A Effay, p. 124. J Paradi/e Lofi,B^ I. -^10^. 

H 2 ^ before 
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before Milton^ Lauder'^ Charge tluft the former 
tasieen plundered by the latter i will feem^ '<sk^, 
trcmely well fapported. Bot what if Fkichtft 
has no fuch Lines as the tv>o above quoted P-p* 
That this is really the Cafe, and that our Critic 
has interpolated them, in order to. make out a 
Similitude between Fletcher and Milton^ whkh 
otherwife cou'd have had no Exiftence, will 
appear from the following Faft. 

In Lauder's Quotation the two lines in 
Qgeftion are fuppofed to follow immediately 
after this 

£t Stygiis mutet radiantia lumina £ainmi& 

, Now upon turning to an Edition of the Lo- 
cufta^ printed at Cambridge by Thomas and 
yohi Bucke in Qto. 1 627, the two Lines that 
bear fo ftriking a Refemblance to thofe of Mil- 
ton are not 10 be found, but in their room the 
three following Lines, omitted by Lauder^ have 
a Place, 

Quod fi Acies, fraSafque iterum fupplere cater va§ 
tit animus, fcitcque malas difpergere fraudes 
Non ego confilii, armorum non futi lis Author. 

w 

In 
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In Oppofition to this Fad*, Z^/^i(fr cart 
pofiibiy urge nothing but the DlfFerettce bf 
Editions. -—If, therefore,' he has an Editioii 
of Fletcher y in which the two difputcd Linci 
have a Place, he is now called upon to produce 
it. But that this is not in his Power, feems 
pretty evident from the following Circumftance. 
Upon looking into his Table of the Dates of 
his Authors, at the beginning of his Effay, I 
find him give fuch a Defcription of the Edition 
bf Phineas Fletcher he appeals to, as is a De- 
monftration that he never had a Copy of that 
Book in his Poffeflion. For he cannot tdl 
us either when or where it was printed, but con- 
tents himfelf with mentioning that its Date is 
circa 1640. So that, for any thing that appears 
to the contrary, Lauder knows nothing of any 
Edition of the Locufice difFef ent from that I ap- 
peal to. Or grant that he has feen another 
Edition, yet ftill how unlikely is it that two 
Editions of the fame Work fhou'd differ fb 
much ? And will not every one, already . ac- 
quainted with our Critic's Interpolations into 
other Authors, think himfelf fufficiently war- 

* As I have not been fo lucky as to- meet with a Copy of 
Fletcher''^ Poem myfelf, it is necefTary to mention that Mr. Bonv/e 
who has had a Sight of one, is the Perfon on whofe Authority 
this Fa6t is aflerted. 

6 ranted 
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ranted to conclude, that the two Lines now in 
Dilute have alfo been interpolated by bim^ in 
order to bring in Milton guilty of pkmderif^ 
Fletcher +• 

But if Lauder may poffibly produce zsxBi^ 
tion of Pbineas Fletcher in which the Lines I 
fuppofe to be forged y have a Place (which yet 
I am confident he cannot do) his Forgery in 
the Inftance I now proceed to take Notice ofj 
will be (b fully proved, as to leave hirti no room 
for Evafion, no pretence of Cavil. \ 

Fron^ the Comadia Apocalyptica of Jdhh FbH 
entitled, Cbrijlus trtumpbans he aflcfts that 

f I was fo ftrudc with tlie Likened of 

In promptir caufa eft : Taper eft itlvidfai ^mtas, 

to Milton's 

I ■ 11 unconquerable WiU 
Andfiuiy of Revenge ^ immortal Hate, 

dut, knowing o£ what Service Hog had been to our Critic b 
other. Place?, I thought he might have been indebted to him bere. 
But 1t feems Lauder did not think the Refemblance wouM hav^ 
been fllriking enough had he adopted Hs^'s Tranflation, and, 
therefore, he has given us a much clofer Tranflation of Milton*^ 
Lines, of his own. However, that he has borrowed fomethini; 
from Hog kems pretty evident. For Hog^s Tranflation of the^. 
lines in queAion is ^ . .^ 

* • ■ ■ Voluntas 

Libera dnrat adhuc fiudiumque immajoie nocendi . 1 

Immortaie odium, ^nunqaam defiflere certum. Hog^ p. 5. 

Milton 
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MilfM has borrowed what he calls fbat quaint 
tnd rrdicuhus Emblem of giving up the Gb^fi^ 
:overed with the Cowl oj St. Fraancis ♦ 5 tnd in 
fupport of his Charge he quotes the following 
Paflage, as to be met with in Fox 

Tu, Pfychephone ! 
Hypocrifo cfto ; hoc fub Francifci pdlia, 
^a ttitQ U^i/efr credunt emm^ 

Now, my Lord, upon turning to the Coma^ 
dia Apocalypticay it appears that there is no fuch 
Line as that which I have put in Italics^ and 
which Lauder has interpolated in order to induce 
us to belietre that Milton borrowed the following 
Paflage from Fooc^ 

And they who to be furc rf Paradife 
Dying put on the Weeds cS D^minkj 
Or in /h7J|f /^i7» think to pafs di%iiifed j;j^ 

Lauder appeds to ah Edition of the Qirijlux 
^riun^hansy printed at jB/^/ 1556, and no 
doubt he flatto'ed himfelf a Book of ib old a 

Date wou d be difficult to be met with in order 

• .1 

to cpnvidl him of having corrupted its Text 
But, unfortunately for him, the very Edition h^ 
appeals to is in the Bodleian Library. Upon 
Examination, indeed, it appears that this Copy 

♦ Laudtr, p. 115. % Paradi/t Lsfi^ B. 3—478. 

wants 
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yfinti the Title Page j but as 'tis reg 
the Catalogue as printed at Bajl 1556 
iufficicnt Proof o£ its being the yer 
referred to by Lauder. Betides this ok 
there is another in the lame Library 
Date Lopdon .1 6.72> and a third I a£fcu 
in my own PolieiEon printed at Xana 
both which, as wc learn from their Tit 
arc Copies of the B<j^ Edition of 1556 
three agree in reading the Paflage in 
in this Manner, 

Tu Pfychephone 
Hrpocrifis efto, hoc liib Francifct Pa'lio. 
Tu Thaoxte, MutyTomuQix it ii nomii 

Obferve then how many Frauds ov 
Critic was obliged to have Rccourfc to 1 
cou'd introduce the interpolated Line 

Quo tuto tefli fcfc credunt emori. 

He puts a Comma after Tu, and a 
Admiration after P/ychepbone -, the Com 
epo he changes into a Semicolon, and 
Stop after pailio he converts into a * 
And yet, after all this, he can fcarce co* 
interpolated Line with the Context fo as 

^ Chriftus triumphans, Afl 5. Suae i. 
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Senfe jo£ kj and the Change of Perfbn in it, 

te£fi credunty which is quite inconfiftent with 

the Context, fhews that our Critic has not forged 

here with neceflary Precaution. 

It may not be improper juft td add as another 
Specimen of Lauder's Ingenuity, that he has 
forged once more, in order to make good his 
Charge that the Death and Sin of the Paradife 
Loji are borrowed from the Chrijius Triumphant 
of yohn Fox. ■ ■ U pon examining the Dra^ 
matis Perfona of this odd Piece, the only two 
Charadlers, I can find there, that bear a Re- 
femblance to Miltoris "Death and Sin^ are Tba- 
natus and PJychepbonus. But as, unluckily, 
both thefe names are Mafculine in Fox^^ in or- 
der to make one of them fimilar to Milton^ 
female Character of Sin, our Critic has thought 
it proper to make a fmall Alteration, and to 
transform Pfychephonus into Pfychephone *• 

After having affigned io many extraordinary 

Inftances of Forgerjy your Lordjhip wou'd 

fcarce irtiaginc that there can be- an Infiance 

liihore extraordinary than all the reft, flill un* 

* This IS evident from his TranHacion of the ^alTige fu)ni 
Fqxj in his Effay, p. xi6. Which is as follows, 

Pfycbefhanty he thou Hjfocrijy, &C. 

I mentionei. 
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mentioned • And yet that there is, you and all 
the World will readily grant when I aflert that 
not contented with having forged Lines for Sta- 
phorjiiusy Fox^ TauimannuSy PkicbeTy 6cc. our 
cnterprizing Critic has forged Lines for Milton 
himfelf, and interpolates into th?. Paradife Loft 
a PafTage not there to be found. However ridi- 
culoufly improbable this may feem^ I think I 
may pronounce the Fa& to be certain* 

Lauder fo long ago as the Year 1 747, made 
his Appearance as the Zoilus of Milton^ in the 
GenfJeman's Magazine. In the Magazine for 
rd-ruary of that Year *, he obliges the World 
with the firft A6t of Grotius's Adamus exuJ^ and 
marks at the bottom of the Pages, the Faf- 
fages of Milton which he wou'd have us believe 

ftolen from Grotius. In this Aft of the 

Adamus ex/ul the two following Lines arc to l^e 
met with, 

Lacufque vivi fulphuris femper fluunt 
^ Etimpla vacuo fpatialaJcantur loco, 

land as a Proof that Milton had copied them, he 
quotes the following Paffage as his, and which 

indeed bears a very great Similitude to Grotiuh 

Latin. 

* rage 84. 

And 
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And Lakes of living Sulphur ever flow . ^ 
And ample Spaces, . ■■ 

m 

Now, my Lord, after having examined the 
Paradtfe Loji with the greateft Care, not only 
by the Help x>f Dr. Neivtof/s copioais verbal 
Index, but alfo by turning over every Page of 
the Poem, I think myfelf fufficiently yrell au- 
thorized to pronounce that the Line and half 
juft mentioned have no Exifterice in the Paradife 
LoJi, but have been forged by our Critic, who 
juftly might think that there cou'd be no greater 
Crime in accommodating the Text of Milton to 
GrotiuSy than there was in acconunodating that 
of StaphorJiiuSy &c. to the Paradife Loft. 
And as the Crime was not greater, fo, perhaps, 
he flattered himfelf the Danger of Detedion 
might be lefs, and that he might fafely interpo- 
late Lines into Milton becaufe the Impudence 
of the Attempt is fuch, that the World takmg 
the Impoflibility of the Thing for granted, 
might perhaps in this Cafe be more eafily impo^ 

i(fed upon Tho' I may have gone beyond 

the Plan, I propofed to myfelf, a Dqtedtion of 
the grofs Impofitions contained in our Critic's 
Ejfayi yet I thought it extremely proper to take 
Notice of this Piece of Fprgery obtruded upoo 
(he Public in the Magazine^ becaufe I cou'd 

I 3 not 



not take a more efFe(5tual Way to convince them 

that the Charge I have brought againfl: Lauder 

of corrupting the .Texts of the obfeure Latin 

Writers abovemefttioned, is credible, than by 

iatisfying them that he adually has offered fuch 

an Affront to their Underftandingi as to cor^: 

rupt the Text of the Faradife Lpfi»^i he 

cou'd. venture to forge tines for Milton^ who 

will wonder that he ihbu d do this for Star, 
phorjliui ? 

From the Inftances I have affigned, from the 
Fa^fls I have appealed to, I think, my Lord, 
there refults this Conclufion, That the Critic of 
Milton having been detedled ti forgery in feveial 
of the Authors he quotes, Copies of which we 
have been fo lucky as to meet with, we may, 
without doing him any Injuftice, fufpefl: that 
he has ufed the fanie Freedoms with regard to 
Mafenius and the Adamus Exful of Grotius^ the 
two main Champions of his Caufe, but invifir 
b'e to all the World but himfelf. It refts upon 
him to fhew that this Sufpicion is groundlefs, 
and that the old printed Copies of thefe two 
Pieces correfpond exaftly with the Account he 
gives of them, and contain all thofe Lines which 
he quotes as from them. And how can he do 
this in a Tdtisfacftory Manner ? A new' Edition of 

thefp 
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flicfe Authors printed under his own Inf^edion 
will not do. He who cou'd quote- old Editions 
of Books^ for Lines which have been proved to 
have no Exiilence there, will make no ScrupJa 
to ii^terpqlate Lines into his^ new Editions^ la 
order to put the Charge of Plagiarifm he brings 
againft M///(?/2 upon Record- We do not-^in 
the leaft doubt of Mr. Lauder- s being able^to 
accommodate Mafenius^ or . the Adamw Ex fid 
to the Text of the P^r^^/^ X^y/? (Jof his SidU 
this way has been obferved in repeated Ihttan- 
ces) and, therefore, he Hflift not only publiih 
new Editions,; but alfo produce the old'^iwpes 
from which they were taken. Thcfe he.mvft 
depofit with his Bookfeller^ or in fqme public 
Library : If this be not done, he does nothing, 
and this I am fatisfied he dares not do, without 
putting it- in our Power to detedt him in • Forge- 
ries as grofs as thofe he already ftands conVidled 
of. That it may not be thought I aflcrf 
without proving, or fufpedt without juft Foun^- 
dation of Sufpicion, permit me now, my Lord^ 
to give my Reafons for being of Opinion that 
Ziauder cannot produce a Mafenius^ without 
Satisfying the World, at the fame Time, th^t 
he has bafely interpolated^ and changed the. 
Text Qi this Author. 

: ^ i' Milton, 
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" Miltorij fays Lauder *, as one Confequencc 
** of die Fall introduces the Beads at Variance 
•* one with another, and all of them togcthtf 
" at Variance with Man," 

Beaft now with beaft 'gan war, and fowl with fowl, 
: And ii(h with fi(h : to graze the herb all leaving 
DevourM each other : nor flood much in awe 
Of Man, but fled hrm, or with countenance grim 
• Glar*d on him paffing t« 

«* Thefe Lines (he adds) are literally tranfla-* 
** t£d from the following ones of 'Mafeniusi* 

Quadrupedi pugnat quadrupes, volucrique volucris 
£t pifcis cum pifce ferox hoftilibus armis 
Prsiia rsev4 gerit : jam priftina pabuh fpernunt 
Jam tondere piget viridantes gramine campos. 
Alterum & alterius vivunt animdia letho 
Prifca nee in gentem humanam reverentia durat 
Sed fugiunt vel fi fteterant, fera bella minantur 
Ffonte truci torvofque oculos jaculantur in illam. 

Nothing certainly can be more ftriking than 
the Refemblance between the Lines quoted from 
the Paradife Lofty and the Eight Latin on«s 
quoted as from Majenius^ and whoever com* 
pares them together, will be unavoidably ledjto 
this Conclufion that the one is a Tranilation of 
the other. Our Critic wou'd have believe that 

the EngJ'Jh Lines are the Tranflation^ and wou*d 

i 

♦ Lauder^ Effay, p. 4^. f Paradife Lofi^ B, JO.— 710. 
I 

prove 






prove this unexceptionably, if the Eight Lines 
in Queftion have really a Place in an Edition of 
MafeniuSy printed at 0?%;^^, 1654, the Edition 
he appeals to. — ^But that there are no fuch Lines 
in Mafeniusy feems pretty certain from this Fadt 
— that they have a Place in * Hogaeus'i Tranf- 
lation oj the Paradife Loft, and are his Para-- 
fhrafe of thofe very Lines which Lauder will 
have to be literally tranjlated from Mafenius.— - 
It vras the ftriking Refemblance between the 
Englijh and Latin Lines that gave Occafion to 
this Difcovery. For as the Forgeries of which 
our Critic had been detefted rendered every 
thing fulpefted that had paffed thro' his Hands, 
and as the Eight Lines on the War of the 
Beafts appeared to be as clofe a Tranflation of 
Milton^ as the Eight Lines interpolated into 
Staphorjlius on Marriage, this fiirnifhed a Con^ 
jedure that Lauder had both thefc Paffages 
from the fame Source ; and this ConjeSiure ap- 
peared to be a Certainty when Hogaus was exar 

mined* 

ft 

It may, perhaps, be urged that, even tho^ the 
Lines in Difpute be in HogauSy this is no Proof 
that they were not originally in Mafenius 5 our 

* Hogausy Page 293. 
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Critic may perhaps alledge that as the Latin 
Tranflation of Milton did not appear till between 
thirty and forty Years after Mafemm's Poan, 
Hog finding thefe Lines already in Mafemus 
might adopt them as his own, as he cou'd not 
tranflate this Paflage of the Paradife Loji more 
clofely. — ThtPoJJibility of this muft be granted, 
but the Improbability of it muft at the fame 
time be aflerted, and it refts upon our Critic to 
fatisfy the World that this is indeed the Cafe. 

But as we have already convidled him of fo 
many Forgeries^ as the fame Plea may be urged 
with regard to Stapborftius who wrote long be- 
fore //fig- tranflated Milton, arid as 'tis certain 
that the Lines interpolated from the Latin 
Tranflator of Milton, never had a Place in the 
Work of the Duub Divine, who will be (o 
unreafonably candid as to fuppofe that the Eight 
Lines in Queftion ever had a Place in the Work 
^of the Jefuit ? 

But befides this extraordinary Fa£}, I have 
other Reafons fufficient to warrant my Aflcrtion 
that our Critic cannot produce a printed Copy of 
Mafenius agreeable to the Account he prefents 
us with, of that Poem, in his RJay. — And 
here, fny Lordy I muft once more bring in the 

Magazine 
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Magflztne as Evidence againft him, and if it 
fliall appear that he has grofsly contradidled 
himfelf, and that the Account given by him of 
Mafenius in the periodical ColleBion, differs very 
effentially from that given by him in his more 
ftudied Produdtion, the Effay, then, I think, 
there can be no room for doubting that he dares 
not venture to produce a printed Copy of Ma- 
fenius without enabling us to point out Articles 
interpolated by him into that Author which ne- 
ver had any Exiftence in his Work. 

In the Gentleman^ Magazine for January ^^ 
1747, Lauder publiifhes the Marginal Heads of 
Mafenius for the fame Purpofe he has done in 
his Ejay^ in order to induce us to believe that 
Milton'^ Plan is borrowed from the Jefuifs. 
Now, my Lord, I have compared the Marginal 
Heads as given us by him at thefe two different 
times, and I find a great many Articles publifhed 
as part of them, in the Magazine, omitted in 
tlie Catalogue of them enumerated in the Ef]&y, 
a Catalogue, in other Refpedts, more perfedt 
. and complete than the other. To avoid enter- 
ing into an unneceiTary Detail of Particulars, 
/uffer me to mention two very important Heads 

• Hogaus, Page 25—26. 

JK repre- 
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rcprcfented as part of Mafenius in the Magazine, 
which are not to be met with in the EflSiy. 
Thefe are Giganfon:acbia -, and Profanatio vetili 

pomi per Serpentem. -The firft of thefe Heads 

naturally, fuggefts to the Reader Milton's Figfj 
of the Angels y as copied frorii Mafenius ^ and the 
fecond is mentioned to induce us to believe that, 
in the following Paflage, Milton was alfo in- 
debted to him 



Perhaps the Fad 



Is not fo heinous now, foretafted Fruit 
PropharCdfirfi h^ the Serpent ♦. 

As therefore Z^7i///?r obtruded upon the Pub-* 
lie thefe two Articles as in Mafeniusy and after- 
wards when he gives us a mote fiudied Epitome df 
his Poem omits them, is there not all the Rea- 
fon in the World to conclude, that the Marg'i- 
nal Heads of that Author^s Work have under- 
gone his Ikilful Revijlony in order to be better 
accommodated to Milton's Plan, and that the 
Fandamoniuniy which ftill ftands in the Eflay, 
has no more an Exiftence in MafeniuSy than 
have the other two Articles Lauder has thought 
proper to retraSi ? 

• Paradife LoJ}, B. ix-'929r 
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I fhall only add, that there feems fufficient 

Jlcafon for believing that Lauder has it not in hk 

Power to produce a printed Copy of Mafenius^ 

even tho' he ha,d no Reafon to dread the Con- 

. fequencjes of doing fo.— In the fame CoUedion *, 

\ already referred to, he acknowleges that be bad 

T: Unfortjunately lofi the Performance oftbis learned 

}^:Jy(fuit^ and altho' afterwards -f- we are told, in 

f two Lettejrs dated from Louvairiy inferted I 

fuppofe by Lauder^ that a Copy of Mafenius 

was difcovered in the Jejuif^ Library at that 

Plajce ; yet that our Critic has any thing more 

than a Tranfcript from that Copy (if fuch a 

Copy doth exift at all) feems very improbable, 

not only becaufe Books, in Libraries of that 

kind, cannot be parted witb^ but ilfo, from this 

Circumftance, that, as far as I can hear, no Body 

ever has been favored with a Sight of Mr. 

Lauder's. Mafenius ^ but, .on the contrary, he 

himfelf pretended to Dr. Newton^ the veiy firft 

time he waited on the Dodtor, that be bad dr opt 

fbe Book fom^ewbere^ and loft it as be was coming 

tahim. 



* Gentleman*^ Magazine ^ox January 1747, ?• 25. 
•j- Do p. 485 and ^-j. 
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But if our Critic fliou'd be able to produce a 
printed Mafeniiis^ this are we certain of, my 
Lord^ from his own Confeflion, that he cannot 
produce a printed Copy of the Adamus ExfuL 
For he tells us, " that this Tragedy, tho* it had 
" paffed thro' no lefs than four Editions— —was 
" become fo very fcarce that he cou'd not pro- 
** cure a Copy either in Britain or Holland^ 'till 
^^ the learned Mr. Abraham Gronovius^ Keeper 
" of the public Library at Leyden^ after great 
*' Enquiry, obtained a Sight of one, and fent him 
(tranfcribed by his own Son) the firft A€t of 
it, and afterwards the reft *". So that it ap- 
pears that all the Paflagcs of Grofius's Tragedy 
which feem to have been imitated by Milton arc 
taken from a M. S. which, according to oUr 
Critic's own Account, cannot be collated with 
a printed Copy. What Security therefore can 
the World have, that the Lines quoted by him 
as from the Adamus Exful, and which bear fo 
ftriking a Refemblance to Paflages in the Para- 
dife Loji^ really exift in the MS, fent over by 
Gronovius (if, after fo many glaring Impoftures 
proved upon Lauder y he is to be believed when 
he fays that Gronovius did fend the MS.) what 
Security, I fay, can the World have, that the 

* Lauder, p, 49—50. 

M. S, 
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MS. has not been interpolated in the fame 
Manner, that printed Books have been by him, 
in order to make it fit to be produced in Evi- 
dence againft Milton ? Surely, after having been 
convid:ed of having corrupted the Text not on- 
ly of his antiquated Ferfifyers^ but alfo of Mil- 
ion himfelf, in order to make good his Charge, 
our Critic cannot have the Afliirance to expeft, 
that any Regard will be paid to an Edition of 
the Adamus Ex/ul printed from a MS. no body 
has but himfelf— a MS, which he may have 
new modelled without Danger of Detedlion— — — 
a MS. in fhort, which, for aught we know^ 
has an equal Exiftencej and which we r^r/^/«/y 
know has an equal Authority with the famous 
MSS. of the impudent Varillas ||, 

But, my Lordj there is not only a ftrong 
Prefumptioriy but even a Certainty that Lauder 
has falfify'd, and new modelled the MS. he 
has of the Adamus Exfid. He himfelf has fur- 
nilhed us with this important Difcovery; and, 
therefore, if in no other Inftances, at leaft in 
this, the Public is under Obligations to him. 
This has been difcovered by collating the Quo- 
tations he makes from the Tragedy of Grotius 
in the Magazine^ with thofe he prefents us 

II See Bilhop Burnett ReBexions on Fari/Ins's Iliftory of 
{iereiies. 

with 
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with in his Eflay. Two Inftances of this will 

be fufficient to eftablifh the Truth of the Charge. 

In the Magazine ^ he quotes this Line as in. 

Grotius^ 

Tibi nam relifta, quo vadam ? 

now upon turning to his Eflay J we find him 
quote the fame Line with a remarkable variation 

Tibi nam rcli£b , quo petam ? 

But if he fhou'ii allege that this Change of 
a Word is too trifling to be infiftcd on, and has 
arifen from Mijiake^ the fame Plea will not 
fervc him in the other Inflance, where the Va- 
riation is too great not to be looked upon as ari- 
fing from Premeditation^ — In the Magazine* 
he has this Line as from Grotius 

Quidni ? quum gravior orcus fub pedibus tremit. 

but when we look to his Efay, we meet with a 
ftrange Transformation and read 

Quid dico ? Tcllus ? Orcus et pedibus tremit ♦. 

And now what Doubt can there remain of 
our Critic's having rrndc Grotius' s M. S. undergo 

+ For 1747 p, 286. t Page 66. 

5 For 1747 P- 83- 

* If cither of thelc Lines (hou'd be in Grotius, yet Mr. Boavle^s 
Obfcrvation is extremely juil, that the Expreflion Orcus fub (or et) 
fedibus tremit is every way inferior to the 

Hell ueqibled as he ilrode of Milton. 
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die fame fkilfol Revifion, "which even printed 
Books could not efcape from his interpolating 
Pen ? 

After all, my Lord, tho* our Critic fhould 
even be able to convince the World that the 
Quotations from Mafenius and Grotius, that 
bear fo great a Refemblance to Paflages in the 
Paradife Lofty really have a Place in thefe Au- 
thors (tho* the contrary feems to be certain) ; 
yet will this be far from blafting Miltoris Lau- 
rels, or warrant his being ftiled not inferior tt> 
the moft unlicenfed Plagiary that ever wrote *. 
— But I would v/iilingly afk this bold Man a 
few Queftions. If Milton really did borrow Co 
much from Mafenius and GrofiuSy why ftiould 
he have Recourfe to Forgeries, to prove that 
he borrowed from StaphorftiuSy Taubmannus^ 
Fletcher^ FoXy and Hepjoood ? If he could have 
fupported his Charge of Plagiarifm, by alleging 
unexceptionable Fadts, why has he called into 
his Affiftance the bafeft of Frauds ? I have 
proved incontrovertably, that he has forged in 
feveral Inftances, — and doth not fuch a Conduft 
imply a Confcioufnefs, that Truth was to be 
violated before he could have a fufficient Foun- 



•f Lauder's EiTay, p. iCj. 
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. dation for his Accufation ? Befides, even fuiH 
pofing that he could have made good his 
Charge, without deviating from Truth and 
Juflice ; fuppofing many of the Paflages he 
quotes were really imitated hy Milton; yet 
how can he ever dare to fet up his Face again 
as a Writery I had almoft faid as an bmdi 
. Mariy when we fee that he is guilty of the vileft 
of Arts to ftrengthen his Caufe ?— If he codld 
have eftabliflied the Point he labours fo much, 
by fair Means, the more inexcufable rauft he 
appear, for having called in Forgery to his Aid. 
I can compare his Condudt to nothing elfc l)Ut 
to that of a Man, whu, tho' he had it in his 
Power to produce authentic Deeds to prove his 
Title to an Eftate, fhould rather chufe to fell 
the Merits of his Caufe on forged ones. 

About a Year has now elapfed fince Mr. 
Lauder's Criticifnis, before fcattered in the 
Monthly Paper above referred to, have been 
colledled together, and formed into an OSfavo 
Volume. The Admirers of the Paradife Loft 
have not been entirely filent : Many anonymous 
detached Pieces, in its Defence, have ma3e 
their way into the World. But the Authors 
of them have had this Difficulty to ftruggle 

with 
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Wkfc— they hire tiken it for grdritcci, that the 
JFaifls, on which the Critic of Paradife Lojt 
builds his Charge, are truly flated. This has 
given him fome Degree of Merit in the Eyes 
of Men of Learning— this has prdcut-ed him, 
as I hear, the Countenance of the Great ; and 
ftncouraged him to open a Subfcription for the 
PubKcation of a new Edition of fome of thofe 
Authors, who, according to him, have held 
out the Torch to Milton. Were, therefore^ 
my lardy the Inftances of his fhameful Impo- 
iitions on the World but oiice known, an End 
Would be put to the Triumphs of a Man^ who 
feems to take a malicious Pleafure in depre- 
ciating the Merits of One^ whofe Genius doth 
Honor to his Country. And this I can 
affirm, that his Triumphs would have ceafcd 
long ago, had not fome Gentlemen, furnifhed 
with fufficient Materials to detedt his grofs 
Frauds, been reflrained from fubljbing againft 
him, partly thro' Ccntempty and partly thro' 
Compaffion.—CompaJJion for one, who^ perhaps, 
has a Dependence on the Succefs of his Work 
for his Subfiftence > Contempt for an Attack on 
the Prince of Englijh Poets, as unavailing as 
Priam ^ feeble Dart, when thrown at Pyrrbus. 

L ~ However, 
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--^However, I think that ndther of ihtk l^p- 
tives £hould prevail ib far> as that the Pi}k4ie 
{hould not be undeceived. — Cotitempt is what 
all Criticifms^ really unanfwerable, are afieded 
to be treated with ; and I fhould be very ibny 
that the Critic of Milton^ and his Admirers (if 
he has any) fhould be allowed to thinks that 
this is the Cafe of his Criticiibi on the Paraii^ 
Loft. CompaJJio/iy I alfo think, fhould be out of 
the Cafe here. There is fomething fo invidious 
in our Author's Scheme, he profecutes it vrith 
fuch a Spirit of Rancor and Malice, he ap- 
pears fo well pleafcd to rob his Country of the 
Glory of having a Poem equal at leaft, if not 
fuperior to the nobleft ProduiSlxons of Anti- 
quity ; and, which is chiefly to be confidered, 
he has Rccourfc to fuch vile Arts^ fuch glaring 
Impojluresy in the Profecution of his Defign,. 
that 'tis the Duty of every one, ^ho has had 
Opportunities of deteiSing him, to expofe him 
to public Cenfurc, to brand him with that In- 
famy he deferves, and to refcue from his 
fhamcful Mifreprefentations the Charadlcr of a 
Perfon, whofe Errors, as a Politician^ feem to 
determine fome to deny him his juft Praife as a 
Foet ; and whofe Paradife Lofi muft be run 
down, merely becaufc penned by the Author 

of 
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of th« Dtfenfio Popuii Anglkani *. "Tis to be 
lioped, nay 'tis expeSf ejy thzt the elegafit and 
tiervous Writer, whofc judicious fentirtients, 
and inimitable Stile, point out the Author of 
Laudff^s Preface and Poftfcript, will no longer 
allow one to plume himfelf with his Feathers 
who appears fo little to have deferved his 
Affiilance; an Affiftance which, I am per- 
fuaded, would never have bceh communicatfed, 
had there been the leaft Sufpicion of thofe 
FaSs, which L have been the Inftrument of 
conveying to the Wwld in theffe Sheets 5 a 
Pcrufal of which will fatisfy our Critic, who 
was pleafed to ftibmit his Book to the Judge- 
ment of thcr two Uhiverfities, that it has been 
examined, and carefuify read, at leaft, by feme 
Members of the Unvoerfity of Oxford. 

Before I conclude, fufFer me, fif} L^d^ only 
to ofier one Conjedhire, which^ as it is in 
tiouder's Favor, ought not to be omitted.— 
I aim fometimes inclined to think, that if our 
Critic would be fb ingenuous as to communis 

* FalUri fallaaim nou eft /ram ^ was, as I have been tol<K 
^ remarkable Apology made by the Critic of t]i^ F^radife Loft^ 
^jAen his Forgeries were urged home to liijn. 
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oftte to the World^ vibo werelii$-AiixQHuiei -in 
the Attack oti Milton^ it would gcrhaps a^qpcar 
that he bimfelf has been impoied upon ^ tfaa^ 
the Forgeries are Qot his own^ but ^|^ Pcrfcofi 
noted for Forgeries in other Inflances hwc bees 
the principal Contrivers of thefe. That the 
jfefuits at Louvain were his Correipondents;, 
feems evident from the Magazines refiured to 
above. — ^Now, . my LorJj I look upon it to be 
extremely probable, that Men, fehe avowedl 
Principles of whofe Order allow of the greatdE 
of Frauds i who, by their DiJlin^imSj nuntuL 
Refervations^ Cafutjiical ^ibbUs^ and probaUi 
DoSirines^ can give a Merit to the blackcft De- 
figns : I fay, I look upon it ^i^ extremely pro^r 
bable, that fuch IVrfi^ ihould not fcruplc to 
have Recourfe tp^ the vikA of Arts to depit-^ 
ciate the f^ame^^of MiltM i^-^Milttm^ whofe ge^ 
nerous and a}j^l; Nolioss,. witli fegard to Re- 
ligion, they could pot dig!eft-*-afid whom they 
never could forgive^ ibc having fo fucfiefsfuUy, 
in many Places of his Works, exposed the Cor^ 
ruptipns of the Sons of the frantic Loyok.^^ 
And, therefpre, I would fain hope, that Mr* 
Lauder, if he would preferve his Charai9:er as 
an honeft Man, will fairly confefs that he has 
l^een impofed upon by fuch Correjpondents, and 

refign 
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pi to 'diem ihe Honor he hts hitherto 
imed to hiqilelf, of being the Difbnmcr 
Milim-9 Imitations of the Modems j 9 Dii^ 
•ay cS^9d by the hudaVle Art of Fok* ' 



J am, 



My J:*ori>, '^c, ©i'. 




JV /i>. fht. AJi^c^JCrfe^t^^^^M^Ju^ 
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t TPON iht pir[>!ication *)f the Rev. Mr.- 

dn)^ jf FnreeHMfth M» Aviate IVnuiht apinft him. by ^ 
; dDliit ilu: Fii lli^MftB>|i(«|<ii_'.lj(M, Uay^ ailmiiird ihi Cltarfi, 
; tui wiih gi^it M|||^iH||t_ V. 1 thnel^ic aVctum ill rpnirr"" 
I wlh h(ni|| ^nJ ll^iUTor tl&lnrc TpH hij Boole □-I)' ii a MaffcT'phoe 
' of f nii<, which IM PUlIf^ )W be fjt^titd x'iLh at 1 1. 6 J. mtdwd. 
I JOHN PAYNI, 

JOSEPH BOU(;^T. 
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